U.S.-China trade war looms 

BEUING (B) — China on Saturday announced a series of 
retaliatory measures after the United States put S2.8 billion worth 
of Chinese goods on a tentative list for punitive Tariffs. Xinhua 
news agency said. The threatened retaliation inducted suspending 
talks on joint ventures with major UJ5. automobile manofactcrera. 
it said. The United States has listed £2.8 billion in Chinese goods 
that could be bit with sanctions unless China moves to bait piracy 
of U.S. compact discs, computer software and other copyright 
goods. A statement by U-S. Trade Representative Mickey 
Kantor's office said the 1st would be open for public comment for 
30 days and that be would make a final decision on trade sanctions 
on Feb. 4. Mr. Kantor also tied the dispute m China’s request for 
admission to the General Agreement on Tariffs ana Trade 
(GATT) and its successor, the World Trade Organisation. The 
United States has opposed Chinese membership. 
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The JohJari Times wiH not appear, bn Monday, cfcani: 
2, 1995, due to the New Year f^lday drr Sunday, 
Jan. T, 19%. The. next issue of tfne paper wifl be 
published on Tuesday Jan. 3. The editor and staff of 
the Jordan Times '^vwsh #)£ 

advertisers a very happy and prosperous New Year. 
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Russians storm Grozny 
against fierce resistance 


GROZNY (Agencies) — 
Russian soldiers stormed 
Grozny on Saturday, blazing 
their way through heavy 
Chechen resistance to the 
centre of the city. 

Russian tanks and 
armoured cats, backed by a 
colossal artillery barrage, war 
planes and helicopter 
guuships. pushed through 
Grozny suburbs to finally 
crush the Caucasus republic’s 
three-year independence 
drive 

A kilometre from the cen- 
tre, a huge fire gushing black 
smoke could be seen in the 
direction of the presidential 
palace, but residents said the 
ore came from a burning oi] 
tank. A Chechen television 
camera left running in the 
window of the central budd- 
ing continued to transmit 
grainy pictures of Russian 
armoured vehicles blazing in 
all directions around the 
mam square. 

The Chechen defence chief 
appeared on television just 
before 5:00 p.m. and, 
appearing quite calm, said 
that the defence of the city 
was going well, that 50 Rus- 
sian armoured vehicles had 
been destroyed and prisoners 
taken. 

la Moscow, officials at the 
Defence Ministry said die 
Russian troops had not made 
“extraordinary efforts” to 
take Grozny by force but 
were simply carrying out “a 
takeover of the city in line 
with plans prepared, in adv- 
ance,’ lntenax news agency 
said. 4 

The “highly placed” officials 
did not rule out a “pause” in 
the fighting as midnight and 
die New Year came closer. 

Russian news agencies re- 
ported from Grozny that 
several buddings in the city- 


centre were on fire, including 
a palace formerly used by 
Chechen leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev. A petrol storage 
depot was also in flames. 

It was not dear from the 
reports whether the targets in 
the centre were hit by planes 
or artillery. 

Russian President Boris' 
Yeltsin said on Tuesday air 
raids on Grozny would stop. 
But journalists, speaking by 
telephone, said several civi- 
lians were killed in the raids, 
which also damaged a five-' 
storey apartment block and 
other buddings. 

They said it was impossible 
to determine die number of 
casualties immediately but 
quoted a fleeing resident as 


saying: “The night was so 
quiet that most of us had left 
the bomb shelters when the 
planes came.” 

A Russian government in- 
formation centre, set up to 
present an official version of 
events in Chechenya, was un- 
able to give any information 
and declined to con firm or 
deny the air raid. 

The journalists said bombs 
landed not far from an ofl 
refinery which has been on 
fire since Thursday. The 
blaze sent thick do ads of 
smoke billowing over the 
city- 

Grozny had no water or 
electricity and long queues 
formed outside tbe new 
bakeries still working, they 
said. 

Reuter jphotographers 
quoted Russian officers as 
saying Chechen forces had 
stepped up their guerrilla 
campaign. Mines blew up 
three cars from one unit 
alone on Thursday night and 
several servicemen were 
wounded, they said. 

The all-out assault began 


Saturday with dawn air raids 
on Chechen stations outside 
Grozny and on at least one 
civilian neighbourhood, fol- 
lowed by a deafening artillery 
and rocket duel, with rounds 
exploding every couple of 
seconds for sustained 
periods. 

The decision to storm 
Grozny was taken as Russian 
troops, sent to Chechenya 
three weeks ago to crush the 
Muslim republic’s independ- 
ence, were getting bogged 
down in clashes with highly- 
mobile but lightly armed 
Chechens. 

After about six hours of 
intense fighting, an 
quiet hung over the 
out city. Only sporadic small 
arms me ana the almost con- 
stant buzzing of jets could be 
heard. 

The battle was fought out 
under an apocalyptic sky, 
black with oil smoke from 
vast storage containers 
around tbe city repeatedly 
bombed by Russian air- 
planes. 

The sun was virtually blot- 
ted out by 230 p.m. and 
Chechens said the darkness 
would serve their hit-and-run 
street fighting tactics well. 

Several fighters said the 
Chechen counterattack could 
only begin now that the Rus- 
sians were caught in narrow 
streets. The tactic worked on 
Nov. 26 when a pro-Russian 
Chechen force made it to 
central Grozny, but was then 
devastated by anti-tank 
weapons in streetfighting. 

In the labyrinth of side 
streets and alleys leading up 
to the presidential palace, 
Chechens weaved and 
sprinted to avoid tbe snipers, 
who duelled through the 
trees and down deserted 
streets. Red and yellow trac- 


er rounds could be seen flying 
over houses and bullets 
whined through the air. 

“On the (central) rail cros- 
sing they were shooting at 
everybody, whether they 
were armed or not. Someone 
was killed in front of my eyes 
witii a heavy machine gun,” 
said Ruslan Matsayev, a 30- 
year-old mechanic. 

But in the battle for Groz- 
ny, the line between civilian 
and non-civilian is blurred. 

As two tanks rumbled by in 
the darkness, a man in civi- 
lian clothes dashed up to 
check whether they were 
Chechen or Russian. “They 
were ours. Otherwise they 
would have got this,” he grin- 
ned, taking a grenade from 
his anorak pocket. 

Qiechens, in groups of 
four or five, moved quickly 
through the tortuous back 
streets, panting sometimes to 
listen for planes or the (Erec- 
tion of sniper fire. 

nades andiifles set of^to 
hunt a sniper, another man- 
ned a heavy madrine gun 
hidden under a pile of bran- 
dies, and another crouched 
silently in the shelter of a 
garden gate, armed with 
rocket propelled grenades. 

“We’ve come from home, 
we heard there was war and 
we’ve come to give our help 
to the president, our 
sovereignty and our free- 
dom,” said one volunteer sol- 
dier, Ahmed Adamyeiov, a 
32-year-doW taxi, driver off to 
the front witii four friends. 

The main streets were icy 
and deserted. Even the hun- 
dreds of stray dogs left be- 
hind in tbe last three weeks 
by their refugee owners had 
disappeared. The only cars 
on the street drove fast and 
often without headlights. 
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Chechen Tofanleers guard the presidential palace in Groz- 
ny's main square on Friday. Russian President Boris Ydtsin 
sent New Year greetings to Iris troops in Chechcqya, niging 


them to do thdr *Ry, 
Dudayev of Chechenya 
c eawfl re (AFP photo) 


wile rebel President Dzhokhar 
a appeal tor a hew year 


‘Bosnia 
agrees 
to cease 
hostilities’ 

SARAJEVO (AFP) — The 
Bosnian government Satur- 
day agreed to a four-month 
cessation of hostilities and 
was preparing to sign the 
accord in the presence of 
U.N. negotiators, U.N. 
spokesman Herve Gou me- 
lon announced here. 

He said Bosnian Vice 
President Ejup Ganic 
had told U.N. special 
envoy Yasushi Akashi 
and U.N. Bosnian Com- 
mander General 
Michael Ro?e that the 
government would 
accept a comprehensive 
truce -with Bosnian Serb 
forces. 

Mr. Akashi and Com- 
mander Gen. Rose were 
expected to travel later 
to the Serb stronghold at 
Pale east of here, where 
Serb authorities have 
said they too will sign 
the pact. 

The U.N. announce- 
ment was a marked tur- 
naround from earlier re- 
ports that U.N. nego- 
tiators had made little 
headway in securing the 
four-month truce. 

A ceasefire has been 
in effect since Dec. 24. 
But the United Nations 
has been eager to re- 
place the ceasefire, 
which is generally hold- 
ing in Bosnia except in 
the Bihac pocket in the 
northwest, with a full 
cessation of hostilities 
that would allow for the 
interposition of U.N. 
forces between the war- 
ring sides. 

'Hie broader accord 
would also allow for a 
resumption of formal 
negotiations on a defini- 
tive end to the 32- 
month-old war (see ear- 
lier story on page 5). 


Israel must prove it wants 
peace process to go on-PLO| 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A 
senior Palestinian official said 
Saturday that Israel must 
prove it wants the peace pro- 
cess to move forward by 
acting to bait settlement 
building in the occupied West 
Bank. 

“Israel must take its final 
stand on settlement and show 
its will to pursue the peace 
process,” Faisal Husseini told 
Egyptian radio. 

“Israel must respect the 
accords it signed with tbe 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) which stipu- 
lates a freeze on settlements 
in the occupied territories.” 
said the leading PLO figure 
in the Tir'est Bank. 

Mr. Husseini, a member of 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA), warned that 
autonomy talks next week in 
Cairo could be the last 
chance to resolve the settle- 
ment dispute and save tbe 
peace process. 

“If this is not decided at 
the next meeting... it will be 
the final sign that Israel wants 
to get out of the peace pro- 
cess.” he said. He did not 
indicate what would happen 
if the settlement issue was not 
resolved at the session. 

Zsraeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres and the PLO's 
chief autonomy negotiator 
Nabil Shaath will resume 
talk* Tuesday on the exten- 
sion of self-rule on the West 
Bank. 

It will be the first such 
meeting since the row over 
the expanaon of the Jewish 
settlement of EphraL On 
Monday, the Israeli govern- 
ment is to examine the legal 
means of halting the con- 
struction work there. 

The autonomy negotia- 
tions have stalled over 
Israel's desire to limit — for 
"security” reasons — its 
army redeployment on tbe 
West Bank before elections 
to a self-rule council. 

In Gaza City, the PNA said 
Saturday It would seek an 
emergency U.N. Security 
Council debate on Israeli set- 
tler activity in the West 
Bank. 


Palestinian officials said 
they would also take their 
protest to a meeting with the 
Israelis on Tuesday in Cairo. 

"Either there is total cessa- 
tion of the settler activity or 
there will be total collapse of 
tbe peace process,” warned 
Yasser Abed Rabbo, the cul- 
ture minister, following the 
weekly meeting of the 
Palestinian cabinet. 

“We are going to call for 
an i mm ed i ate meeting of tbe 
(U.N.) Security Council after 
the New Year holiday. We 
are not waiting for anything.” 
he said. 

The Palestinian cabinet 
also condemned new settle- 
ments as “dangerous" and 
called for intervention by the 
Security Council, the Euro- 
pean Union and tbe peace 
process co-sponsors, 
Washington and Moscow. 

Israeli Science and Com- 
munications Minister Shula- 
mit Aloni on Saturday also 
condemned the expansion 
work, saying the government 
bad bad no right to transfer 
the extra land to Ephrat set- 
tlement. 

"State land should be 
made available to tbe Palesti- 
nian population. It’s theft, 
pure and simple," said Mr. 
Aloni, who belongs to the 
left-wing Meretz in the 
Labour-led ruling coalition. 

Twenty-nine demonstra- 
tors were detained on Friday 
after a pitched battle with die 
army during a protest over 
the expansion of the Jewish 

settlement. 

Seventeen of those held 
were Israelis, eight foreigners 
and tbe other four Palesti- 
nians. They were questioned 
on charges of a breaking into 
a “closed military zone" and 
using violence against secur- 
ity forces, before being freed. 

The army said 16 people 
were injured in tbe protest, 
including six soldiers. Fifteen 
demonstrators, including 
three women, were injured, 
according to the Palestinians, 
as tbe two sides fought with 
fists and batons. 

The demonstrators ignored 
an annv ban against protests 


at the site of the expansion 
work on the settlement. A 
curfew was later imposed on 
the area. 

Giant bulldozers have been 
working at the site to flatten 
the ground ahead of the con- 
struction work. The dashes 
erupted when demonstrators 
tried to march on the site. 

PNA Chairman Yasser 
Arafat called the settlement a 
“flagrant violation” of the 
1993 peace accord. He said 
Pales tinia ns would not accept 
the new braiding in an area 
slated to eventually come 
under their rule. 

“They don't know that die 
Palestinian people is not 
affected by injuries and by 
dashes.” he told a crowd at a 
Gaza rally for the 30th 
anniversary of his Fateh orga- 
nisation. 

“This land is Palestinian 
land. I tell them this is a 
flagrant violation of the 
accord which we win not 
acoept." 

Ahmad Tibi, an adviser to 
Mr. Arafat, said Israeli 
troops beat him with the 
butts of their guns. 

“We have been attacked 
by rifles, by pushing, we have 
been hit, w ome n and chfl- 
dren. by the Israeli soldiers.'’ 
Mr- Tibi said. “I am shocked 
by the brutal behaviour of tbe 
Israeli soldiers, especially 
some of the police officers.” 
The dashes deepened a 
quandary for Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, keen to keep 
sluggish self-rule talks from 
derailing. 

Witnesses said demonstra- 
tors charged scores of Israeli 
troops guarding tbe construc- 
tion site. Demonstrators also 
threw stones at border police 
troops, knocking one uncon- 
scious and cutting another in 
the forehead. 

Troops pished back the 
protesters, in some cases 
dubbing them. 

Dr. Tibi said troops pro- 
voked the demonstrators. 

“I am sorry to say may be 
there were instructions to do 
so. Soldiers invaded 200 
metres inside the demonstra- 
tion and started to hit people” 


‘Second 
Bahraini 
cleric held’ 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — A 
leading Shiite Muslim deric 
has been arrested in Bahrain 
where dashes erupted earlier 
in December after a similar 
arrest reportedly leaving 15 
said 



ini-summit 



Jordan-Syria ties ‘quiet,’ no enmity— Majali 


Sheikh Mohammad Ali A1 
Akri was arrested a week ago 
for trying to hand a letter to 
the emir. Sheikh Issa Ben 

Salman A1 Khalifa, railing 
for tiie restoration of parlia- 
ment, diplomats contacted 
from Cyprus said. 

Hundreds of young Shiites 
protested in Manama and 
other Shiite areas for several 
days after the arrest of deric 
Sheikh Ali Salman on Dec. 5. 

Sheikh Ali was also 
arrested for handing a letter 
to the emir asking for parlia- 
ment suspended in 1975 to be 
restored. 

Diplomats said Sheikh 
Mohammad, who bad called 
for dialogue during the trou- 
bles condemning the street 
protests and the use of vio- 
lence wanted to hand over a 
letter containing demands 
made by Bahraini theolo- 
gians. 

Tbe ulemas have already 
called for “the restoration of 
parliamentary fife as soon as 
posable, a radical end to the 
problems of linemplaymeat, 
a wage increase and price 
connote.” 

They also demanded “free- 1 
dom of the press and express- 
ion, the release of political 
detainees, and an end to the 
violation of citizens’ rights, in 
particular the right to travel 
and return to the country.” 
The opposition in exile, the 
Islamic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Bahrain (IFLB), said 
15 people were killed in the 
pretests which erupted after 
Sheikh Ali’s arrest and more 
than 2,000 arrested. 

Bahraini authorities said 
only one person, a police- 
man, had been killed. 

Meanwhile in Sitra, dose 
to Manama, household rub- 
bish has not been collected 
for more titan two weeks to 
punish demonstrators who 
destroyed the authorities’ 
vehicles during tlx unrest, 
witnesses said. 

Foreign nationals in Man- . 
ama have been urged to leave 
the country in letter from 
unidentified opposition 
groups angry at “the pri- 
vtie^es they enjoy while the 
original inhabitants are with- 
out work.” 

The London-based IFLB 
said in a statement that pro 
tests erupted on Thursday in 
at least eight areas of the 
country. It reported arrests in 
several areas and said protes- 
ters pelted police with stones. 

^ Bahrain’s government says 
the disturbances, planned to 
««ncide with a summit of 
Gulf leaders in Bahrain in 
December, have been quel- 
led. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
views the Arab mint-summit 
held in Alexandria groupi n g 
file heads of Syria, Egypt ?pd 
S*ndr Arabia as a posmve 
gathering of Arab leaders 
that could result in benefits to 
the Arab World, Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
has said. 

In a statement to British 
radio on Saturday, die prime 
minister said he hoped such 
meetings would bdp mid dif- 
ferences among Arab coun- 
tries so that Arab reconcilia- 
tion and solidarity could be 
restored. . . . 

^“Jcu ri^has ^always been 

eliminate their differences,” 
said the prime minister, who 
reiterated his earlier propo s al 
for rescheduling differences 
in views among Arab states 
and enhancing die “positive 
elements that tend to bring 
the Arabs closer together." 


: 



Abdnl Salam Majali 

Referring to Jordan’s ties 
witii Syria, Dr. Majali said 
that .it was a “quiet rela- 
tionship void of any form of 
enmity.” Each o raurt^ha s its 

peace process, he said. But 


he denfed that Jordan has 
concluded a peace separate 
from the other Arab parties. 

. : “Western! afongskfoSyria 
and we wish that D amascus 
would reach a formula by 
which it would ensure its full 
rights,” said Dr. Majali, “we 
encourage tins trend and 
’ work towards making it come 
true.”- 

The prime minister said 
that Egypt had Messed the 
Joidan-taueh peace treaty. 
Cairo has played a key role in 
the peace process and con- 
- tinues to do s o, he n oted. 

.Hw prime mmstar’s state- 
matt came one day after the 
Arab League Secretary 
General Esm at Abdnl 
Megnid described the Arab 
mmm nmm it m Alexandria as - 
a turning point in the Arab 
regional and . international 
arenas. 

Hie said the summit would 
have a positive impact on the 
Arab Nation. 


General strike called in 
Algeria as priests buried 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 

Berber movements called for 
a general strike in Tizi- 
Ouzou, the capital of Alger- 
ia's Grand Kabylie region 
Saturday during tire burial of 
three of the four priests mur- 
dered there on Tuesday, 

Algerian mess reports said. 

Tbe Berber Cultural 
Movement (MCB) backed 
the appeal and asked people 
to show their disgust at the 
killings by massing at tbe 
Christian cemetery in the 
town, 220 kilometres east of 
Algiers. 

The body of the fourth 
victim win be repatriated to 
France for burial m his home- 
town. 

The murders were claimed 

by the Armed Islamic Group nationals, 
(GIA). The four Roman Two 1 
Catholic priests, from tire Driest an 
small White Fathers’ mission, 
were machine-gunned to 
death by six men who posed 
as police to get inside their 
presbytery building. 

Pofice said the extremists, 
who were equipped witii 
Kalashnikovs and walkie- 
talkies, had planned' to 

abduct the priests in retalia- 
tion for tbe tilling of four 
fundamentalist hijackers by 
French elite troops on an Ajr 
Frantic plane inMarseijte fast' 


which have infiltrated their 
mountains and forests. 

Rag-tag civilian defence 
grou ps have been set up in 
hundreds of Berber villages 
scattered throughout the 
highlands of the Great and' 
Little Kabylie, to ' protect - 
them from the gunmen. 

They have acted as moun- 
tain retreats where Berber 
ways of village! life persist, 
arte where tbe population has 
campaigned for official rec- 
ognition of the Berber lan- 
alongstdc 


Tuesday’s kiUxngs brought 
to 76 the number of fore- 
igners killed or Algeria since 
September 1993. Of those, 25 
victims have been French 

i. - ' 

French' clerics, a 
and a nun, and two 
mms were murdered 
in May and October by mili- 
tants m Algiers. 

Church authorities have ' 
dosed then churches because 
of the escalating violence, 

and services are often held in 
private homes. 

Clerics have stopped wear- 


compfling evidence against 
“Canos the Jackal*” arrived 
in Marseilles after flying from 
Paris. 

-French, commandos 
stormed the airliner on Mar- 
day, killing four mflxtaotsaiid 
ending a 54-bodr "ordeal for 
169 hostages aboard. The hi- 
/ackers killed three pasen- 
gersin Algiers after seizing it 
on Cfatistmas . eve. 

Mr. Braguiere, who has 
headed most of France’s top 
anti-terrorism cases for tiie 
past decade, is to try todis- 
cover whether the hijackers 
had accomplices, either in 
France or Algeria. He was 
e xaminin g the jet for dues. ' 

Many in France have been 
s ho cked by the apparent ease 
with whklLthe guerrillas, car- 
rying: dynamite and guns, 
boardedthe plane in ~ 

Th e French daDy Le' 
on Saturday quoted an Alge- 
rian passenger as saying a 
fifth man.- ra«w .onto 
plane witii the four hijackers 
and left a suitcase before 
getting. Off- 


Monday. 

The four priests were shot 
when they discovered . tiie 
trick and tried to « 

The Berbers, the 
inhabitants of the 


hijackers boasted of having 
“more than 300 accomplices” 
in the airport. The Aimed 

French President 


ing their robes in public. 

The artack was the 
bloodicstin Tra-Ouzou smice- 


ranoois 

Mitterrand congratulated Air 
R an ee for its bamflutg ofthe 



are Muslim, but 
have nothing to do with fie 
radical views e n fo r ce d at gun- 
point by tire militant g r oups 


in 1992. 

- In Paris, the French antn 
•terrorism magistrate probmg 
whether hijackers.- on; fie 
French anther.- Ind apodm- 

pficsS ; travelled bn Saturday One "Of the four hr 
to make his fin* inspection of wa^ ambng LOOO Uiasuc 
the buffet-ridden jet, judidal '_ mi&tants who staged a jafl 
sources sad.- : ' 'V break from. an. Algerian pm- 

Jesn-Lottis Bruguiere, - on eariy.this year, the daily 
whose other cases mdude. .Le Matin reported Saturday 


. .. i 
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Heavy fighting erupts 
in Somali capital 


MOGADISHU (R) — 
Heavy dan fighting broke out 
on Saturday in a central dis- 
trict of Somalia's capital and 
the last Zimbabwean troops 
left for home as part of a 
U.N. military pullout. 

Witnesses said battles be- 
tween Abgal and Mnrnsade 
militiamen erupted in Ber- 
muda district late in tbe 
morning with fighters using 
mortars, recoilless cannon 
and anti-tank rockets. 

There were no immediate 
casualty reports available. 

It was the worst violence in 
the capital since Abgal gun- 
men overran areas in Medina 
district held by Murusade 10 
days ago after street-to-street 
dashes that killed more than 
20 people. 

Medina is seen as a 
strategic area to hold because 
it is close to the U.N.- 
controlled airport, which 
Bermuda overlooks. 

The Abgal mditiainen are 
loyal to self-styled President 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad while 
the Murusade are led by 
Mohammad Kanyare Afrah, 
who defected in September 
from Mr. Ali Mahdi’s coali- 
tion to Mohammad Farab 
AideecTs rival Somali Nation- 
al Alliance. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Major Zubair Chattha said a 
U.N. chartered plane car- 
rying the last 300 Zimbab- 
wean troops earlier on Satur- 
day. 

The Zimbabweans bad two 
men killed during their one- 
year stay in Somalia, where 
fell ore of warlords to agree 
on peace prompted the U.N. 
Security Council to order all 
forces out. 

A spokesman for a consor- 
tium of- Somali aid agencies 
said its secretary-general, 
Aweys Maye, was freed in 
Mogadishu on Friday, three 
days after be was kidnapped 
- by gunmen demanding a ran- 
som. 

The spokesman said no 
ransom was paid for Mr. 
Maye, the second Somali aid 


agency official abducted in 
Mogadishu since November.' 

Officials said a French aid 
worker kidnapped two weeks 
ago remained in captivity de- 
spite earlier hopes this week 
that he would soon be freed 
following negotiations with 
his captors. 

Rudy Marccj, 24, who 
works for Action Interna- 
tionale Contre la Faim 
(AICF-Intcmational Action 
Against Hunger), was 
abducted by gunmen deman- 
ding a $20,000 ransom and 
was seen last Tuesday by 
Somali Red Crescent officials 
who said he - was in good 
health. 

Gunmen demanding ran- 
soms have kidnapped several 
foreign aid workers in Soma- 
lia in the past year but freed 
all of them. U.N. officials say 
they fear for the safety of 
foreign aid workers in Soma- 
lia with tbe withdrawal of tbe 
last U.N. forces. 

George Bennett, spokes- 
man for the U.N. Operation 
in Somalia (UNOSOM), said 
troops would abandon their, 
heavily-fortified headquar- 
ters compound in Mogadishu 
in January and pull rack to 
the seaport and airport. 

UNOSOM equipment and 
portable cabins used as 
offices and sleeping quarters 
are daily moved by truck out 
of the compound. 

The number of Somali 
militiamen aboard "technic- 
al" battle wagons mounted 
with heavy and medium 
weapons seen on the streets 
of Mogadishu is increasing as 
the U.N. withdrawal gathers 
pace. 

They are concentrating on 
streets around U.N. military 
and civilian installations in 
apparent preparation to take 
them over as soon as the last 
U.N. soldiers leave for good. 

UNOSOM was the largest 
single employer in Somalia, 
which has bad no government 
since the overthrow of dicta- 
tor Mohammad Siad Barre in 
January 1991. 


Lebanese hunters up in 
arms over new ban 


CHTAURA, Lebanon 
(AFP) — Lebanese hunters 
are up In aims at a three-year 
gove rnm ent ban on hunting 
aime d at protecting tbe de- 
riinin g bird population which 
cranes into effect on New 
Year’s Day. 

"Over 10 million migratory 
birds axe being shot each year 
over Lebanon," said Assad 
Serhal of the Society for the 
Protection of Nature and 
Natural Resources (SPNL), a 
non-government organisa- 
tion. 

But owners of sporting 
goods shops and cartridges 
Victories have denounced the 
ban saying it will loll an in- 
dustry worth milKons of dol- 
lars and put thousands of 
families out of work. 

Many of Lebanon's 
200,000-300,000 licensed 
huntere have condemned the 
ban which comes into force 
on Sunday as an attack on 
civil liberties. 

'They have no right to 
take hunting away from us. 
They could limit the season 
. to three months but not scrap 
it all together," said hunter 
Elie Sbartuni as he prepared 
for a final outing. 

Tony Offeish, who owns a 
shop specialising in hunting 
gear in the Bekaa Valley 
town of Cfataura, complained 
that sales have faDep drama- 
tically since the environment 
and agriculture ministries 
announced the ban last Janu- 
ary- ... 

"You cannot imagine what 
this means to the Bekaa 
plain, where hundreds of 


bakeries, sandwich shops, 

C A stations, hotels owe a 
past of their existence 
to hunters," said Mr. 
Offeish. 

The Bekaa plain is a 
favourite haunt for hunters 
who gather before dawn for 
an early breakfast at one of 
the eateries along the main 
Beirut-to-Damascus before 
setting off. 

“Restaurants can’t keep up 
with orders for sandwiches 
and sahlab (a sweet milky 
pudding) and petrol stations 
pump more gas during tire 
hunting season than any 
other time in tbe year,” said 
Elie Rnphayel, a merchant 
from nearby Zhale. 

At a recent bird conven- 
tion in Germany, participants 
blasted die Lebanese who 
"have strapped kxQmg each 
other ana are now killing 
birds" since the end of die 
15175-1990 civil war, Serhal 
said. 

He admitted that it was not 
just the hunting industry that 
was responsible for tbe ecolo- 
gical imbalance in Lebanon 
— massive use of pesticides 
and wild urbanisation were 
also to blame. 

But he and fellow environ- 
mentalist Shadi Hamadefa 
said tbe ban was necessary to 
allow some birds to get rees- 
tablished. 

Lebanon which signed and 
ratified biological diversity 
accords at the Earth Summit 
in Rio de Janeiro must live up 
to its plege and work towards 
protecting all varieties of 
birds and wildlife* 



Germany allocate* further aki to Palestinian* 


Palestinians protest during a Peace Now demonstration m 
El Shader Friday against the co n str uc t i on work for an 
enlargement of the Israeli settianert Epbrate. The peaceful 
protest turned violent when demonstrators started to march 


towards the tfispnted hObdde against Israeli array orders. 
Several people were wounded and many arrests were ma d e 
(AFP photo) 


U.N. probes Iraq- Kuwait border shooting 


KUWAIT (R) — United Na- 
tions observers said on Satur- 
day they are investigating the 
wounding of one of their 
unarmed officers on the vola- 
tile Iraq-Kuwait border but 
are patrolling as normal in 
the meantime. 

"The military observers 
continue to observe tbe bor- 
der at day and night quite 
normally," Saleem Fahmawi, 
United Nations Iraq-Kuwait 
Observers Mission (UN- 
IKOM) spokesman, toid 
Reuters. 

A Romanian UNIKOM 
observer. Captain Danut 
Iovanov, was wounded by 
bullets fired from the Iraqi 
side of the border while on a 
routine patrol early on Thurs- 
day. 

"The incident will not de- 


ter observers from perform- 
ing their duty," Mr. Fahmawi 
said. “It is an isolated inci- 
dent as far as we are con- 
cerned.” 

"We are conducting an in- 
vestigation and until it is 
finished we cannot say any- 
thing (further)." 

Capt- Iovanov, receiving 
treatment in a Kuwaiti hos- 
pital, told Reuters he will 
resume his duties after re- 
covering from wounds in 
both legs caused by bullets 
from an AK-47 rifle. 

UNIKOM says about 40 
bullets were fired from two 
positions on the Iraqi side of 
the border at the UNIKOM 
vehicle patrolling on the 
Kuwaiti side. Ten bullets hit 
the car. 


Neither Capt. Iovanov nor 
a Russian major accompany- 
ing him were able to identify 
the assailants, a UNIKOM 
officer said. 

Tbe Kuwait news agency 
on Thursday quoted a de- 
fence ministry statement as 
saying Iraqi troops fired the 
shots. 

Since the end of the 1991 
Gulf war, in which a U.S.-led 
force freed Kuwait from Iraqi 
occupation, unarmed UN- 
IKOM officers have patrolled 
the 210-kilometre newly- 
demarcated border strip 
stretching five kilometres 
into Kuwait and 10 
kilometres into Iraq. 

The previously-unmarked 
border had been disputed for 
decades. The border strip. 


despite its status as a de- 
militarised zone after Iraq’s 
expulsion from Kuwait, re- 
mains tense. 

Tensions flared in October 
when Baghdad sort troops 
toward the border, sparking 
fears of a repeat of the Au- 
gust 1990 invasion. 

In August, gunmen 
ambushed and shot dead one 
Bangladeshi U.N. soldier and 
wounded another on the bor- 
der. The UK. protested to 
Iraq about the shooting, de- 
scribing it as a "criminal act." 

On Nov. 10, Iraq re- 
nounced its longstanding 
claim to Kuwait when it 
announced that It officially 
recognised the emirate as a 
sovereign state within its 
U.N. -demarcated borders. 


Egypt says it thwarted 
revival of militant group 


Algeria group declares war 
on France over hijack 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt 
said on Friday it had 
thwarted an attempt by con- 
victed M uslim militants to 
revive a guerrilla group which 
planned assassinations and 
attacks on vital state institu- 
tions. 

An Interior Ministry state- 
ment said five men — four of 
them belaud bars and one on 
tbe run from a death sentence 
— masterminded the plan- 
ning of the “New Vanguard 
of Conquest," one of a series 
of groups tracing themselves 
bade to the “jihad” group 
which assassinated President 
Anwar Sadat in 1981. 

It said security forces had 
arrested about 40 others, cap- 
turing automatic rifles, 
ammunition and knives as 
well as foreign currency and 
gold jewellery meant to fi- 
nance their operations. 

It named the leader of tbe 
group as Yasser Tawfiq Ali 
Al Suri, on the run from a 
death sentence for involve- 
ment in the a tte m pt to assas- 
sinate Prime Minister Atef 
Sedki last year. 

Tbe group also claimed a 
failed assassination bid 
against Interior Minister Has- 
san Al Alfi in August 1993. 
Five people were killed, in- 
cluding two of the assailants. 

Military courts have sent- 
enced 13 members of the 
group to death since the 
earlier round-up. 

Three of the four who 
planned the relaunch of the 
group from behind bars were 
members of Jihad, the state- 
meat said. 

It said some of those 
arrested bad confessed to 
shooting a police guard and 
stealing his gun, as well as 
robbing jewellers. 

Earlier on Friday security 


sources said gunmen, sus- 
pected to be members of 
Egypt’s largest militant 
group, tile Grama’ a Al Isla- 
miyah, shot dead a policeman 
at his home in south Egypt 
late on Thursday. 

They said tbe gunmen kil- 
led Fahmy_ Farag Ibrahim, 
62, at Ids home in the village 
of Naway near the town of 
Mallawi, 260 kilometres 
south of Cairo. 

The Gamaa launched a 
campaign of violence against 
tbe government of President 
Hosni Mubarak in March 
1992 to set up a strict Muslim 
state. 

More than 550 people, 
mainly police and militants, 
have been killed in Egypt 
since political violence broke 
out in 1992. 

The organisation Repor- 
ters Without Frontiers pro- 
tested Friday in a letter to 
President Hosni Mubarak 
against the detention of an 

Islam ic fanHarnanlfllnil: jour- 
nalist. 

The French-based watch- 
dog, which surveys press 
freedom throughout the 
world, called on the president 
“to use his influence to en- 
sure" that the rights of Adel 
Hussein and Magdi Ahmad 
Hussein, a journalist and the 
editor respectively of Al 
Sbaab newspaper, be re- 
spected. 

In a copy of the letter 
received by AFP, the orga- 
nisation "protests vehement- 
ly" against the detention of 
Adel Hussein and the order 
for the editor to appear in 
court. 

Adel Hossein, who is 62, 
has been hospitalised since 
his detention for angina prob- 
lems. 


PARIS (AIT) — An armed 
Algerian Telamir group has 
declared open war on France, 
warning of action “in coming 
days" and fuelling growing 
fears that the conflict in the 
former colony could spread 
to the French mainland: 

The declaration, by.; the 
armed wing of the banned 
Islamic Salvation Frtint 
(FIS), dnnaxed a week of 
feats of reprisals following 
tbe bloody end to last 
weekend’s Air France Airbus 
hijack, in which four fun- 
damentalist hijackers were 
killed. 

The Islamic Salvation 
Army (AIS) said that “war 
against France has become a 
legal duty” under Islamic 
Sharia law, because the 
French government had been 
shown to be in collaboration 
until tiw Algiers regime by 
tiie hijack drama. 

"The Algerian nation is 
today directly in conflict with 
France and all those who 
support it, including tbe Jews 
and Christians of the world,” 
it said in the latest edition of 
its newsletter, Al Feth Al 
Moubine (crushing victory). 

"The AIS groups are cap- 
able of bitting France on its 
own territory and the coming 
days will show, with God’s 
help, their capacity to strike 
the unbeliever in his own 
home,” it said. 

Tbe AIS is the armed wing 
of the FIS. which has 
spearheaded the fun- 
damentalist insurgency 
against tire Algerian govern- 
ment since the army cancel- 
led January 15192 elections 
the FIS was poised to win. 

Tbe Airbus hijack was tire 
most spectacular incursion of 
the Algerian conflict into 


mainland France, the former 
colonial power from which 
Algeria became independent 
in 1962, since the the latest 
surge in bloodshed there 
three years ago. 

French nationals and m- 
terests.m Algeria .have been 
increatih^y targeted by tire 
fundamentalists — . . notably 
the Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA) which carried out tire 
Airbus hijack — who have 
for long accused Pain of 
backing the Algiers regime. 

But attacks on the French 
mainland, feared foflowing 
the Airbus hijack, would be a 
serious development, which 
French leaders have striven 
at all costs to avoid. 

The centre-right French 
government, notably in the 
form of hardline Interior 
Minister Charles Pasqua, has 
waged a merciless damp- 
down on alleged fun- 
damentalist nufitants since 
coming to power last March. 

A crackdown ordered by 
Mr. Pasqua in the summer 
inducted vast identity check 
operations in districts with 
high unw MgiHiu populations, 
although relatively few peo- 
ple were charged. 

A group of alleged mili- 
tants was eventually rounded 
up and help in barracks in 
northern France before being 
deported to Burkina Faso, 
while a number of alleged 
militant MusSm spiritual 
leaders have also been expel- 
led. 

In November some 77 peo- 
ple were charged in connec- 
tion with an arms cache unco- 
vered by anti-terrorist police, 
accused of being part of a 
support network for the 
GIA. 


BONN (R)— Got 
21.4 raufioa mads 
development in the 


ion) to support economic' 
autonomous areas ami to 


for economic 
minim i marks 
cr ea ti on throu 


Mpetation and development said five 
IJ2 mflfion) would be earmarked f or job 
the construction of sdxools and hospital 


faciliti es. Another 10 mflticn marts ($6.4 infifion) wiD pay 
for business start-up hdpfnr qualified workers retunung 
from abroad, and S6J million marts ($4.1 ntiOion) wffl go 
to train young people among from refugee camps or 
prisons, or l cunning from abroad. The allocation takes 
Germany’s bilateral assistance to the Pa l es t i ni a n s to 78.2 
milBnn marks ($50.4 million) in 19514. It has also contri- 
buted 76 nriiKm i mart* ($49 million) to European Umon 
measures to support tire Middle East peace process. 

J«fus^^r^toberi»nedaft^irassacrem»i 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The town hall has 
decided to name a street in Jenuatem after a man who 
planned tbe attack on Defr Yassin village where more than 
IS} Palestinians were massacred in April 1948. Tbe 
Jerusalem weekly Kol Hair said Friday the late Yehcshua 
Goldschmidt, a commander of Jewish irregolais, would 
have a street named after him. Goldschmidt was in charge 
of operations of the und e rground Irgtm and had come up 
with the plan to attack the village at the western entrance to 
tbe Hbfy City. He (fid not personally take part and was 
kfited two months later in igniting with the Jordanian army. 
The Dot Yassin attack, carried out by Irgtm and Stem, 
another Jewisfa group, tinned into a massacre and triggered 
a massive exodus of Fakstmians from the Jerusalem 
region. 

Kohl Invttn Welziiim to commemorations '• 

HAMBURG (AFP) — Chanccflcir Helmut Kohl has 
invited Israel's president to Germany to celebrate tire 50th 
a nniv e r sary of the ending of World War n next May, 
accord i ng to Der Spiegel magazine. Mr. Kohl invited Baser 
Wemnan on a state visit to Germany through "confidential 
channels,” the weekly said. Tire Israeli president had 
“groan life a gr e ement in principle” but the faadfa have stffl 
not made tire invitation public, it said. . It said the 
Chancellor plans to mark the anniver s ar y. May 8, with a 
"reconafianou party” for Germans ana their wartime, 
enemies. Government spokesman Dierter Vogel said 
Thursday a final decision on the kind of celebrations or 
p ar tici pant s would not be taken for some weeks. “It goes 
without saying that we will celebrate the end of the war 
and free d o m nathw a UnrialiBH at tin* Mme time that 
we will honour tire memory of the dead,” Mr. Vogpl said. 

Palestinian post services start on Sunday 

GAZA (R) — The Palestinian Authority intends to 
inaugurate its independent postal services between the 
self-rule areas of Gaza and Jericho and the world from Jan. i 
1, a c om mu ni cations official said on Saturday. Ahmad j 
Skaik, directin' general of the authority’s communicatioiis : 
department, said PNA Chairman Yasser Arafat will stamp 
die first letter at a ceremony in Gaza City on Sunday. The 
Palestinian Authority, which took charge of most of the 
Gaza Strip and tire west Bank enclave of Jericho in May, 
has so far been using die Israeli postal service. Mr. Skaik 
said Palestinian stamps ha ve already been prepared and are 
available for public use in every post office in tire self-rule* 
areas. nv 

Congo names first ambassador to Israel 

BRAZZAVILLE (AFP) — Congolese former technical 
training minister Pierre-Mkhd Guimbi has been named 
Brazzaville's first ambassador to Israel, Radio Congo 
announed Saturday. Congo and Israel restored diplomatic 
ties in 1991 after an 18-year rift sparked by the 1973 
Israeli-Arab war. In July 1991, the two countries signed a 
cooperation protocol, which was followed up by a military 
agreement in December 1993. Under tire latter, the Israeli 
government authorised tire Levdan company to train the 
security guards of Congolese.President Pascal Lissouba, as 
well as an elite police unit. 

Protest held against Kurdish fighting in Iraq 

TEHRAN (AFP) — . Several demonstrations have been 
held in northern Iraq against tire latest dashes between 
rival Kurdish factions in the region, the official Iranian 
news agency IRNA reported Saturday. The agency, 

r ing Kurdish witnesses, said major ralhes were staged in 
towns of Erbil and Stdaymamyafa. Demonstrators 
called for tbe United Nations to intervene to stop the 
fighting. Fierce dashes emoted last week between Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and an alliance of forces loyal 
to tire Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and Kurdistan’s 
Hizbollah. Northern Iraq has been under Kurdish control, 
with tire backing of a U-S.-led multinational coalition and 
in defiance of Baghdad, since the aftermath of the 1991 
Gulf war. 

Perry to travel to Mideast; Asia 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — U.S. Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Perry will travel to the Middle East and Asia in 
January, tbe Pentagon announced Friday. The trip sche- 
duled for Jan. 6-14 wfll take Mr. Perry to Egypt, Israel, 
Pakistan and India, a statement said. The secretary wQl 
meet with high-level officials in order to strengthen mfiitaiy 
relationships with those countries, according to the depart- 
ment. farad and Egypt are the top recipients of UJS. aid, 
with S3 billion and $2.2 billion a year respectively — $1.8 
billion and $13 billion of those sums for militar y purposes. 
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Regent condoles Turkish leaders, 
people over tragic air accident 


> 5 S, 

7. *s£: 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, die Regent, 
sent letters of condolences 
to-Ptestdent Suleyman De- 
rmrel and Prime Minister' 
Tansu Ciller of Turkey 
over the crash of a Turkish 
Airlines plane Thursday, a 
fowl Court statement 


: The Regent wrote to Mr. 
pemhel saying, “It was 


with shock and sadness that 
we received news of the 
tragic accident that befell 
the Turkish Airlines 
Boehm 737. On behalf of. 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
the government and the 
people of Jordan, please 
accept our sincerest condo- 
lences on the grievous loss 
of lives.” In a similar mes- 
sage to Ms. Ciller, the 


Crown Prince said, “Our 
thoughts and prayers are 
with yon all at this sad 
time.” 

The Boeing 737-400 
crashed into a mountain as 
it attempted a landing in a 
snowstorm at Van airport. 
Asof Saturday ,56 of foe 69 
passengers on board were 
reported dead (see story 
P*ge 12). 
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Minister of Water and Irrigation Saleh 
Irsheidat Saturday inaugurates the new 


water department branch in Qweismeh, 
south of Amman (Petra photo) 


Irsheidat inaugurates new 
water department in Qweismeh 


:: 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Mmister 
/*■ of WateT and Irrigation Saleh 
Irsheidat Saturday inaugu- 
rated a new water depart- 
ment at Qweismeh south of 
Amman. 

* 'the new water department 
would cover an area of 700_ 
square kilometres, extending; 
from Muwaqaar and Sahab in 
the sooth to Naour and Marj 
A1 Hamam in the north. The 
department will serve an esti- 
mated 220,000 inhabitants. 

Dr. Irsheidat said that the 
ministry plans to set up simi- 
lar departments in northern 
and western Amman districts 
serving the local population 
of Amman as well as the 
Baiader Wwfi AI Seer dis- 
trict. 

The minuter said that a JD 
55.6 mflfin ftpto is underway 
for theanhstn u tkm of the old 
and wpraout water networks 
in the Kingdom, in hopes that 
the rep l a cement would re- 


duce water wastage that re- 
sults from leaking pipes. 

According to the minister, 
die substitution of old net- 
works has already started in 
Irbid, Ramtha, Zarqa, Salt 
and Mafraq. Last week. Dr. 
Irsheidat said that the minis- 
*try has allocated JD 2 million 
in its 1995 budget to handle 
water leakage m the King- 
dom. 

Current networks currently 
lose 53 per cent of the total 
amount of water in the grea- 
ter Amman area alone due to 
leakage; the new networks 
would reduce the amount of 
lost water to 10 per cent, the 
nmitfM said. He noted that 
the work on the Amman net- 
works is expected to com- 
mence by the start of 1995. 

Areas to be included in the 
first phase of the Amman 
plan include Jebal Luweb- 
deh, Jebal Hussein, Jofeh 
Hashmri, Ashrafich, Marka 


and Wadi Haddadeh dis- 
tricts, the minister said. 

The minis ter referred to a 
number of areas in the coun- 
try which are not yet served 
by sewage systems. Several 
citizens have been /prang 
fees for sewage WvrcesT^ 
tween 1964 and 1984 even 
though they are not linked to 
Jordan’s sewage system. 

He said that payments for 
these citizens were at the rate 
of three per cent calculated 
according to the amount of 
water consumed by each 
household during that 
period. 

These payments, he said, 
'would be retained as credit at 
the water authority until they 
are connected to die system. 

Dr. Irsheidat also said the 
ministiy is finalising arrange- 
ments for a central unit to 
receive public complaints ab- 
out water-related issues. 


Jordan to join convention 
to prevent sea pollution 




'AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
has decided to join the con- 
vention for the prevention of 
sea pbDatiou, in accordance 
with a decision taken Satur- 
day by the Council of Minis- 
ters. The conv en tion was en- 
dorsed by the United Nations 
yin 1983. 

' Under the terms of the 
convention each member 
country trains cadres to pro- 
tect marine environments 
and pledges to provide spe- 
cial equipment to deal with 
the oil spills in sea waters. 

He also encourages scien- 
tific research programmes 
dealing with the clean-up and 
disposal of oil spate. 

Under foe terms of foe 
convention each member na- 
tion also provides suitable 
seaport instaHarioss to dean 


Under Jordanian and inter- 
national laws, vessels are not 
allowed to dump any kind of 
waste at the Aqaba port at 
any time. 

The Council of Mi nisters 


which met under the chair- 
manship of Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Majali also 
announced that Jordan will 
take part in the 53rd supervis- 
ory council meeting for the 
Palestine refugees, due to 
convene in Cairo by the mid- 
dle of January. The meeting, 
which is expected to last one 
week, is sponsored by foe 
Arab League and is expected 
to discuss services for foe 
Palestinian refugees and foe 
annu al budget of foe United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA). 

During an ordinary ses- 
sion, foe Council of Ministers 
decided to form a Jordanian 
delegation led by foe head of 
the Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) Ahmad Jweiber to 
travel to Malaysia during the 
first week of January to ex- 
change documents ratifying 
an air transport agreement 
between Malaysia and Jor- 
dan. 

An tmtfal agreement on 


foe air transport between foe 
two countries was reached 
during a recent visit to Jordan 
by the Malaysian prime 
minister. 

The Cabinet gave consent 
for Jordan to attend a region- 
al conference of national 
committees involved in elec- 
tric power generation. The 
meeting, which is due to be. 
held in Cairo between Jan. 
20-25 is expected to be 
attended by a ream from the 
Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) which will submit four 
working papers. 

The Cairo meeting should 
pave the ground for foe first 
international conference on 
electric power generation 
commissions to be held in 
Paris within the coming year. 

The Council of Ministers 
approved foe secondment of 
Dr. Janet Mirza, director of 
foe Blood Bank, to serve 
with the World Health Orga- 
niation (WHO) for one 
month in Pakistan. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


☆ Ttawi HwaM a Christmas Dis- 
play with a variety of small gift 
at Rani HaniMa House, 
Jahal Amman, First Circle, 
RaSnbov Street 


Art 
8c art 


a «C efl r* tlrtip r by Mahmoud 
foe Phoenix GnHory Cur Culture 


the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* of works by Mahmud ObaRU at 
Dural Al Fnrnm. Also showing an exhibi- 
tion of portraits by Fahretaiissa Zdd and 
foe exhibition of contemporary Arab 
art ist s. 

•fr Exhibition of paintings by Isma i l and 
Tamara S ha un n w a t at Abdul Banreeri Sho- 
wm Foundation. 

* Exhibition by artists Lattif Al Khateeb and 
Mnhy Khrite.fi at the Housing Bank Gal- 
lery. 

☆ Exhibition at Mona Saudi’s Studio, 
Abdoua Village — TeL: 829700 until Dec. 
31st, 1994. 


Government panel finds food additive testing valid 

Islamic council questions implementation of food regulations 


By Samir Barhoum 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — According to 
a government committee, 
all additives to bread, pota- 
to chips, cakes, pastries 
and other foodstuffs under- 
go strict tests to ensure that 
they conform to Jordanian 
and international standards 
and specifications. 

The committee, compris- 
ing representatives of foe 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade, the Ministry of 
Health and foe Royal Sci- 
entific Society (RSS) and 
set up to investigate a state- 
ment issued Oct. 8 by the 
Council of Islamic Orga- 
nisations and Societies in 
Jordan, emphasised that no 
substances can be added to 
foodstuffs without being 
tested by the concerned au- 
thorities to make sure they 
conform to internationally- 
recognised standards and 
specifications and to prove 
they are fit for human con- 
sumption. 

The council in October 
■issued a statement in which 
it said dyes and other subst- 
ances were being added to 
food stuffs beyond allowed 
standards to make .them 
tempting to' consumers. 

In addition, the council 
said formers were also us- 
ing chemical materials, in- 
cluding pesticides and hor- 
mones, which might cause 
serious diseases, especially 
to children. 

The government commit- 
tee denied these charges in 
a reply sent to the council. 
It said that foe Ministry of 
Agriculture also plays a 
major role in testing and 
analysing samples of 
locally-produced and im- 
ported agricultural produce 
at its pesticides laborator- 
ies. 

In case of any violations, 
the statement said, “the 
ministry takes the neces- 
sary measures to protect 
the health of citizens.” 

Director of the RSS’s 
Chemical Industries De- 
partment Saleh Suradi said 
all additives to food stuffs 


m 
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A food testing laboratory at tire Royal Scientific Society (file photo) 


are usually tested by ail 
concerned parties and 
should conform to speci- 
fications set by foe World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO). 

He said the RSS con- 
ducts only part of the work 
carried out by the minis- 
tries of agriculture and 
-health in that regard, 
underlining that each has 
its own role to play. 

“We are only an advisory 
party testing samples sent 
to us by foe concerned 
ministries and foe Customs 
Department,” Dr. Suradi 
told the Jordan Times. 

Abdul Latif Subeihi, 
secretary general of the 
council which includes 101 
Islamic societies and cen- 
tres around the Kingdom, 
said the council was promp- 
ted to issue its statement in 
October following many 
complaints by citizens. 

Dr. Subeihi said the com- 
mittee’s reply, received by 


mail Saturday, was un- 
realistic. "They say they 
have specifications and 
standards, but the question 
is are these specifications 
and standards followed on 
the ground?” he asked. 

He said the council, an 
-independent body set up in 
. 1974, was not satisfied with 
the committee’s reply and 
stressed that he will raise 
the issue again with the 
concerned authorities. 

Despite the affirmations 
by the authorities that stan- 
dards are strictly observed 
by bakeries, confectionar- 
ies and foodstuff plants, 
people still complain of the 
chemical substances they 
taste in bread, meat ana 
more importantly potato 
chips which are consumed 
by children in large quanti- 
ties, Dr. Subeihi charged. 

He said he feared that 
such substances added to 
foodstuffs, including those 
added to bread to make it 


look and taste better, might 
be causing cancer. 

“Five years ago, we stir- 
red foe same issue, and a 
major campaign was taken 
by the government to in- 
vestigate it. Now we intend 
to do the same,” said Dr. 
Subeihi. 

Meanwhile, Akhbar Al 
Usbou’ weekly Saturday 
reported that the Health 
Department in Zarqa has 
over foe past seven weeks 
shut down five unlicensed 
factories that were produc- 
ing candy. 

No official was available 
at foe Ministry of Health 
and foe Zarqa Health De- 
partment Saturday after- 
noon for comment, 
although sources at the 
Zarqa department con- 
firmed the story. 

Akhbar Al Usbou’ said 
the unlicensed factories 
were using banned colour- 
ing materials, adding that 
the owners of the factories 


were referred to court. 

It quoted heath ministry 
officials as saying that the 
closure of the unlicensed 
factories does not ' mean 
that licensed ones do not 
violate specifications. 
Nevertheless, the sources 
told the weekly that the 
licensed factories commit 
fewer violations. 

The sources told the 
weekly that several un- 
licensed food processing 
factories operating in va- 
rious parts of the Kingdom 
were recently shut down 
without the issuance of any 
public announcement to 
preserve the reputation of 
national industries. 

The sources said the pro- 
ducts of these plants are 
usually marketed in “popu- 
lar or remote areas/’ 

An official source at the 
ministry said an average of 
one unlicensed factory is 
shut down by foe ministry 
everv month* 


Still no clues to 

T» * .. ... I , . 

factory explosion 


By Rana Hnssemi 

Special to foe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Investigations 
were under way Saturday 
to determine foe cause of 
an oven explosion in a 
smelting factory near Mar- 
ka Airport that caused the 
death of -two people and 
injury to four others, police 
and GvQ Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) sources said. 

A CDD official told the 
Jordan Times Saturday that 
a committee has been 
formed to investigate what 
caused foe industrial oven 
to explode late Thursday 
night. 

“We still have no idea of 
what might have caused the 
oven to explode, but we 
took samples from it for 
examination,” foe official 
said. 

Two employees standing 
near the oven were killed 
instantly from foe blast that 
rocked the factory, and 
four others were listed in 
fair condition, he added. 

He said the factory was 
not damaged because the 
oven was placed in an insu- 
lated room to protect the 
rest of the building in case 


of an explosion. 

All six casualties were 
taken to Al Bashir Hospital 
in Amman, said the offi- 
cial. The four employees 
who sustained minor burns 
from the explosion were 
listed in good to fair condi- 
tion. 

According to the official, 
several circumstances may 
have caused the blast. 

“It is possible that an 
increase in temperatures 
might have caused the ex- 
plosion, or that gas col- 
lected in a tight area and 
caused an increase in press- 
ure,” he said. 

As of Saturday evening, 
police had still not deter- 
mined the cause of foe ex- 
plosion. 

Meanwhile, the CDD re- 
sponded to 657 emergen- 
cies last week in which 31 
persons were killed. 

CDD Public Director 
Captain Farid Share' said 
that most of foe casualties 
reported were the result of 
suffocation or burns caused 
by careless use of kerosene 
or gas heaters. 

Capt. Share’ said that of 
the 31 reported deaths, six 
were suffocation and burn- 
related accidents. 
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The Dibbin Woods in foe Jentsh district (file photo) 


Groups prepare for Arbor Day 


Another year folds 


(Continued from page 7) 

13 — Islamic summit opens 
in Morocco, Jordan demands 
a resolution cm Jerusalem 
that supports its custo- 
dianship of holy Muslim sites 
in foe city 

17 — OIC resolution was 
void of any mention of Jor- 
dan's role 

18 — Government raises 
pension of military, civil re- 
tirees 

21 — Commission presents 
high-incentive draft law to 
encourage investments 

22 — .Mufti of Saudi Ara- 
bia Abdul Aziz Ben Baz says 
peace with Israel is possible 

21 — State Security Court 
sentences 11 Muslim fun- 
damentalists to death on ter- 
rorist charges including bomb 
■attacks on cinemas 

23 — Prince Ali Ben Al 


Hussein celebrates bis 19th 
birthday 

— Four Algerian gunmen 
seize French airliner with 283 
on board 

26 — Lower House adopts 
draft budget with 52-22 vote 

— Israeli parliament 
adopts a law aimed at pre- 
venting official PLO activities 
in Jerusalem 

27 — 1994 census shows 
that 4,095,579 people live in 
Kingdom 

— Eleven opposition 
groups accuse government of 
violating freedoms 

— King heads for Austria 
for check-ups on ear problem 

— Four priests killed in 
Algeria as France probes hi- 
jack 

28 — Syrian, Egyptian and 
Saudi leaders hold mini- 
summit in Egypt. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
will celebrate Arbor Day on 
Jan. 15, with tree-planting 
ceremonies throughout the 
country. 

Issa Shahin, member of the 
administrative board of the 
Royal Society for the Conser- 
vation of Nature (RSCN), 
said in a statement Saturday 
that foe society, in collabora- 
tion with other groups, is 
preparing for these celebra- 
tions as part of foe national 
effort to green foe Kingdom 
by foe year 2000. 

Mousa Abbadi, head of foe 
Ministry of Agriculture’s 
Afforestation Department, 
told the Jordan Times Satur- 
day that the main celebration 
this year would be held at 
Wadi Araba, where Jordan 
and Israel signed a peace 


treaty on Oct. 26, 1994. 

He said in that celebration 
alone at least 15,000 saplings 
of forest trees will be planted 
to form the nucleus of the 
proposed peace park in Wadi 
Araba just north of Aqaba. 

The Ministry of Agricul- 
ture’s 12 nurseries this year 
produced seven million forest 
tree saplings which are being 
distributed to the public" 
schools, organisations and 
farmers to be planted during 
the current agricultural sea- 
son. 

According to Mr. Shahin 
of the RSCN, each year the 
society plants a new forest in 
a different location to help 
out in greening the country. 

The RSCN also has a duty 
to supervise and control foe 
cultivation of trees and pre- 


vent any unnecessary chop- 
ping down of trees. 

At present, he said, the 
RSCN is undertaking the 
project of re-creating a forest 
at Al Jweideh, south of .Am- 
man, which was destroyed by 
fire three years ago. 

In 1994 the Abdul Hameed 
Sharaf Forest near the Queen 
Alia International Airport 
Highway was also severely 
damaged by fire. Mr. Shahin 
said. 

He added that the RSCN 
has planted 1.SG0 forest trees 
in the Abdul Hameed Sharaf 
Forest. 

Both Mr. Abbadi and Mr. 
Shahin appealed to the public 
to participate in this season's 
tree-planring activities in 
mar kin e Arbor Dav. 
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ambodia leaders urge rebels 
a defect before amnesty ends 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodia’s co-premiere have 
stepped-up psychological 
pressure on the Khmer 
Rouge by issuing a “final" 
appeal to the guerrillas to 
defect before an amnesty ex- 
pires next month. 

‘‘The royal government 
would like to appeal again, 
and this can be considered 
the final time, for officers, 
soldiers and people who live 
under the Khmer Rouge" to 
defect, said Cambodia's co- 
premiers in a statement 
Saturday. 

“The amnesty given to the 
Khmer Rouge will no longer 
be effective from Jan. 15. 
1995.” said the statement, 
which was signed by Co- 
Premiers Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh and Hun Sen. 

[t came as the Khmer 
Rouge Saturday called on 
Cambodian King Norodom 
Sihanouk to bead a govern- 
ment of national reconcilia- 
tion. 

In a New Year radio mes- 
sage monitored in Bangkok 
Khieu Samphan, the nominal 
leader of the guerrilla group 
said the only way to solve 
Cambodia's problems and re- 
build the shattered country 
was to “unite all the national 


groups... and politic?! fi- 
gures” under a government 
headed by the king. 

The message, four days be- 
fore the scheduled return of 
King Sihanouk to Cambodia 
after medical treatment in 
China, appears as another 
attempt by the group to 
break its isolation and obtain 
a legitimate role in the coun- 
try's affairs. 

Previously the guerrillas 
had called for the overthrow 
of the government which was 
elected last year, although 
the traditional belligerence 
has not been apparent in 
recent radio broadcasts, 
observers said. 

The Khmer Rouge dismis- 
sed as “psychological war- 
fare” reports by Phnom Penh 
of a drop in the number of 
guerrillas because of the 
amnesty offer. 

This latest appeal to the 
guerrillas comes amidst re- 
ports of already mass defec- 
tions from the Khmer Rouge 
particularly in the northwest 
province of Siem Reap. 

More than 400 guerrillas in 
the province have defected 
over the past two weeks, the 
government said Thursday. 
Prince Ranariddh described 
the deflections as showing the 


government’s “policy of 
national reconciliation is 
working." 

Almost a thousand guerril- 
las have cnanged sides in the 
past two months in Siem 
Reap, and the notorious 
Khmer Rouge 412th division 

— believed responsible for 
the m ass burning of villages 

— has been wiped out by the 
defections said the govern- 
ment. 

The governor of the pro- 
vince told AFP the defections 
were due to military pressure 
on the guerrillas for more 
than a month, which cut off 
their supply lines. 

Despite the strong lan- 
guage in this latest appeal the 
government has not dis- 
counted the possibility of ex- 
tending the amnesty. 

In July Cambodia’s parlia- 
ment formally outlawed the 
guerrilla group bat shortly 
afterwards introduced a six- 
month amnesty for all who 
defected to the government 
side except Pol Pot and other 
top leaders. 

Almost 3,000 guerrilla 
fighters have taken advan- 
tage of this amnesty and de- 
fected since July said the 


Zapatistas declare truce in Mexico 


SAN CRISTOBAL, Mexico 1 
(AFP) — The Zapatista 
National liberation Army 
declared a six-day truce Fri- 
day in the southern state of 
Chiapas as of Jan. 1 and said 
it was prepared to hold peace 
talks with the government. 

In a statement issued by 
Tapatista headquarters, die 
rebels announced the “sus- 
pension of all military opera- 
tions between Jan. I arid 6” 
during which they vowed not 
to launch attacks against gov- 
ernment troop positions. 

Another statement signed 
by the Zapatistas' charismatic 
leader, who calls himself Sub- 
commandante Marcos, said 
the truce was necessary to 
“create conditions for a last- 
ing peace that would allow a 
sew truthful, respectful and 
serious dialogue.” 

The truce coincided with 


freeze the troop presence in 


The Zapatistas earlier this 
month broke an 11-month 
ceasefire readied following 
die Jan. 1 uprising and said 
they would resume their bat- 
tc for better living conditions 
and democratic reform in the 
impoverished Mexican re- 
gion. 

The rebels said the cease- 
fire was invalidated when the 
candidate of the ruling Insti- 
tutional Revolutionary Party 
won the gubernatorial race in 
Qiiapas, but a dash was 
averted when Mr. Zedillo 
bowed to a key Zapatista 
demand and announced that 
a nine-member committee 
headed by a local bishop 
would mediate the conflict. 

Despite that breakthrough, 
Samuel Ruiz, the Roman 
Catholic Bishop of San Cris- 


the first anniversary of the tobal and head of the Nation- 
Zapatistas’ New Year's Day al Mediation Committee, de- 


uprising against the govern- 
ment in which hundreds were 
killed in fighting with army 
troops. * 

It followed a request Fri- 
day by President Ernesto 
Zedillo to the Defence Minis- 
try to halt operations and 


dded Friday to continue his 
hunger strike, now in its 11th 
day. 

Bishop Ruiz, 70, a key 
mediator in talks between the 
government and the Zapatis- 
tas earlier this year, said he 
would end his hunger strike 


when a lasting settlement had 
been reached. 

Army troops began with- 
drawing from eight positions 
Thursday and lifting road 
blockades after haring pulled 
out of the two towns of San 
Quintin and Monte Libano 
earlier in the week. 

The move was to “attain a 
dimate of military detente 
dun will open die door to a 
durable truce and to a re- 
sumption of the dialogue," 
officials said. 

Agriculture Minister 
Miguel Limon moved to help 
Chiapas’ poor peasants by 
announcing that the govern- 
ment’s _ programme for land 
distribution would be stepped 
up, a decision that also met a 
key Zapatista demand for 
land reform. 

He also acknowledged that 
the plight of Chiapas’ peasant 
farmers needed to be addres- 
sed, stating that agricultural 
production in the state could 
not be “built on servitude 
and inadmissible slavebood." 

The easing of tensions 
came ahead of the first 
anniversary of the New 
Year’s Day uprising in 
Chiapas, 



Brazilian President-dec* Fernando Henri qne 
Cardoso (right) embraces Edsoa Arantcs do 
Nas clm ent o ‘Fele,’ during a meeting hi Brasi- 
lia. The soccer legend has been Do mina t ed by 


Cardoso to be Special Minister of Sports in Us 
new government. Cardoso will be husgurated 
on Jan. 1 (AFP photo) 


Brazil’s Cardoso takes power Sunday 


BRASILIA (RJ — Free- 
market champion Fernando 
Henriqne Cardoso becomes 
president New Year’s Day 
amid hopes Brazil can end 
the chronic inflation and 
shaky government it has had 
since emerging from a milit- 
ary dictatorship ten years 
ago. 

Mr. Cardoso. 63, a Social 
Democrat and one of Brazil’s 
most respected intellectuals, 
will be sworn in Sunday after- 
noon. He succeeds Iiamar 
Franco as head of Latin 
America’s biggest nation. 

The festivities include a 
$450,000 open-air pop con- 
cert in front of the presiden- 
tial palace expected to attract 
tens of thousands of party- 
goers, and a black-tie recep- 
tion for 3,000 guests. Ten 
heads of state, mostly from 
Latin America, have said 
they would attend. 

He has vowed to follow the 
example of regional neigh- 
bours Argentina and Mexico 
in opening op Brazil's eco- 
nomy, among the 10 biggest 
in the world, to trade and 
foreign investment. fl 

Key among bis plans are as . 
ambitious privatisation prog- 
ramme and poshing tax and 
budget reforms through Con- 


gress. Mr. Cardoso also 
wants to give spendthrift 
cities and states more respon- 
sibility for social services and 
taxes. 

But economic changes are 
just the basis for solving such 
grim problems as crime, gross 
human rights violations and 
chronic hunger. 

Brazil has one of the worst 
distributions of income in the 
world, with 32 million of its 
150 million people firing in 
absolute poverty. Leprosy is 
on the rise and teachers paid 
as little as $150 a month are 
increasingly abandoning clas- 
srooms. 

"We haw to face the fact 
that Brazil is not an underde- 
veloped country. The great 
aefaiues heel erf Brazil is social 
injustice," be said in a recent 
interview. 

"I have said all the time 
that I wanted to mark a path. 
Brazil needs a direction 
pointed out.” 

Brazil has suffered from 
political instability since 21 
years of military rule ended 
in 1985'. One president — 
Tancredo Neves, died before 
talcing office. Mr. Franco, as 
rice president, took .over 
when Fernando CoUorqmt in 
a corruption scandal two 


years ago. 

Mr. Cardoso won October 
elections with 54 per cent of 
the vote — twice as much as 
his closest opponent — on 
the strength of an anti- 
inflation plan he designed 
while Mr. Franco’s economy 
minister. 

Under die six-month-old 
programme, called the real 
plan for itsdoUar-backed cur- 
rency, monthly inflation has 
dropped from 50 per cent to 
two per cent. Brazils eco- 
nomy also has boomed, with 
gross domestic product ex- 
pected to grow op to five per 
cent in 1994. 

Mr. Cardoso faces his 
greatest challenge in Con- 
gress, where be has fashioned 
an unwieldy four-party coali- 
tion. Congress features 19 
political parties, occasional 
scandals and traditionally is 
devoted more to regional 
bosses and personal interests 
than solving urgent national 
problems. 

An internationally re- 
spected sociologist who went 
into exile during military 
rule, Mr. Cardoso was a Sao 
Paulo senator until Mr. Fran- 
co tapped him to be foreign 
minister and then became 
economy minister in 1993. 


government although there 
has been no independent 
confirmation of these figures. 

Government officials de- 
scribe the general amnesty as 
having been “very effective’’ 
and Cambodia's co pre n rios 
said in total more than 5,000 
fighters have defected in the 
past 12 months. 

The Khmer Rouge have 
been a thorn in the govern- - 
meat’s side since they boycot- 
ted the May 1993 U.N.- 
sponsored elections which 
armed to restore democracy 
and stability in Cambodia af- 
ter decades of civil war. 

So far the guerrillas have 
foiled government attempts 
to crush them militarily ami 
continue to launch hit and 
run attacks in Cambodia’s 
countryside. 

During the past 12 months 
the Khmer Rouge have farth- 
er tarnished Cambodia's im- 
age by kidnapping and bru- 
tally trilling several foreign 
hostages. 

King Sihanouk c onfi rmed 
in Beijing Friday that he 
would retain to Cambodia 
next week after treatment 
here for cancer succeeded in 
eradicating all traces of the 
disease. 


2 die, 4 
hurt in 
China fire 

BEIJING (R) — Fire swept 
through a ballroom in the 
central Chinese city <ff Nanj- 
ing, killing two people, 
seriously injuring four a qfifc 
destroying the btnkfing, the 
Xinhua News Agency said 
Saturday. 

Hie latest blaze in China’s 
deadliest year for fires 
erupted just after midnight 
Thursday as the ballroom was 
about to dose and only three 
customers and 15 workers 
were still in the third-floor 
dance hall, ft Said. 

The fire killed the bal- 
lroom manager and a security 
guard and seriously injured 
four others while several 
were sfightiy hurt, it said. 
The 700 square metre (7,500 
square foot), thr e e-s to rey 
building was rained and dam- 
age was estimated at six 
millio n yuan ($709,600). 

The fire brigade took three 
boms to extinguish the blare 
because the building was 
made of brick and wood, 
decorated with highly in- 
flammable materials mid a 
high wind fanned the flames,, 
ft said. 

The Jiangsu provincial gov- 
ernment has ordered an im- 
mediate investigation into the 
.cause of the blare. 

Disastrous fires across Chi- 
na killed more people and 
caused more co s t ly p ro p e r t y 
losses than in any other year 
on record, a fire de par t m ent 
official jsaid Saturday. 




FLOODS IN FRANCE: French inhabi- 
tants i rf Lourigny, n o r th w e ste rn France, posh 
a canoe to a safe haven to gna r ent It from 
drifting away with the waters of the One 


River 1 which over flo oded its hanks rapidly 
following heavy r&fofa&s over the region (AFP 

Photo) 


Quake rocks southern China; 50 injured 


BEIJING (R) — China's 
second earthquake .in two 
days rocked the south coast 
Saturday, injuring about 50 
people, some of them school- 
children hurt in a stampede, 
officials said. 

The earthquake, measur- 
ing 6.1 on the Richter Scale, 
was centred in the Gulf of 
Tonkin in the South China 
Sea and struck at 10:57 a.m. 
(0257 GMT), officials said. 

A number of people . were 
injured in a tremor measur- 
ing 5.7 on the Richter Scale 
that hit southwestern Sichuan 
province before dawn Friday, 
causing houses to collapse' 
and opening up cracks in 


others, officials said. 

They refused to say how 
many people were hurt but 
said there were no deaths. 

An estimated 50 people 
were hurt in southern Gnang- 
xi provin ce, an official of the 
seismological bureau in the 
port city of Belbai said by 


No one was killed accord- 
ing to initial reports, rite said. 

The earthquake was felt in 
Beihai and in Haikou, capital 
of the island province of 
Hainan, as well as Zhanpang, 
Nanning, Guangzhou and 
Sanya, the state Seismologic- 
al Bnrean said. 

Most of the injured were in 


the port of Qinzbou, where at 
least 19 schoolchildren were 
hurt in a stampede as they 
rushed but of their clas- 
srooms, the official said. 

She said another 30 people 
fold been injured in various 
places across die province, 
including one person who 
ramped out of a second floor 


Se veral farmhouses, col- . 
bgsed but there were no reports of 
damage to larger buddings, 
she said. Reports were still 
awaited from die island of 
Weizhouintbe Gulf of Tonk- 
in. 


Murayama makes reform a 1995 priority 


TOKYO (R)— Prime Minis- 
ter Tamiichi Murayama Sun- 
day singled out restructuring 
of the Japanese economy as 
his priority for 1995 and 
hinted at action on some ling- 
ering issues from World War 

n. 

Vowing to create a “new 
style economy Mr. 
Murayama said the challenge 
was to sustain Japan's econo- 
mic recovery from fooryears 
of recession without suffering 
the pain of more unemploy- 
ment. 

He ruled out a general 
election or cabinet reshuffle 
in 1995, saying the country 
could not a ffor d a political 
vacuum when all e ffo r ts were 
needed to keep the economy 
on trade. 

“This government aims 
first to act on administrative 
reform, including decentra- 
lisation of power, deregula- 
tion and streamlining public 
corporations,*” Mr. 
Murayama said in a New 
Year address about his gov- 
ernment's plans for 1995. 

He pledged to lift tight 
bureaucratic control of stan- 
dards and certification, and 
to dose the huge gap be- 
tween foreign and Japanese 
consumer prices. 

Mr. Murayama forecast 
. communications and in- 
formation technology as in- 
dustries important to Japan's 
future. 


They were also areas to 
which labour could be shifted 
as many firms slimmed down 
as part of competitive res- 
tructuring, he said. 

“The catch phrase this year 
will be ’from reform to crea- 
tion’,” Mr. Murayama said. 
“This government aims to 
create a new-style economy 
with the emphasis on a 
smooth transition without un-, 
employment.” 

Looking ahead to the 50th 
a nni ve r sary of Japan's World 
War II surrender, Mr. 
Murayama said it was a time 
the country should use to 
deal 'with leftover problems • 
from the conflict. '• 

“It is Japan's own issue to . 
mark the anniversary with 
concrete steps on various 
issues left from the war," he' 
said. 

One outstanding problem is 
Tokyo's refusal to directly 
compensate ’’comfort., 
women” — Asian and Dntcn 
women who were forced to 
work as sex slaves for 
Japanese soldiers. 

Commenting on the future 
of his sre-montb-old govern- 
ment, Mr. Murayama ruled 
oaf a general election for the 
crucial lower boose in 1995, 
saying the nation would have 
two other opportunities to 
make its feelings known dur- 
ing local elections in April 


and upper house elections in 
July. 

“The slowly recovering 
economy means we have na 
room for a pofitical vacuum,” • 
he said. 

He brushed aside sugges- 
tions Of a damaging , split in 
his own So cialist Party if 
rightwingers cany out threats • 
to quit and form a new 
centre-left “Liberal Party," 
saying he was convinced uni- 
ty weald be maintained. 

A split would be a serious - 
blow to hisparty, wbose awk- 
ward coalition with the Liber- 
al Democratic Ptety (LDP) 
and smaller allies in the Salti- 
gake Party commands a 35- 
seat majority in tfae-Sll- 
member lower house. 

Looking ahead to a meet- 
ing next week fo Washington 
with President Bill Clinton, 
Mr. Murayama said be would 
discuss how Japan, the Un-, 
ited States and South Korea' 


Father ChrtstmaR 
loses Invalidity 
payments 

LONDON (R) — Father 
Christanas has lost iris invalid- 
ity payments in Britain after a 
hectic festive season. 
Osmond Baker, who retired 1 
from his job as a farm mana- 
ger earlier- tins year with a 
hurt complaint, wrote to 
advise social security officials, 
that be had taken a- temper- - 
ary job as Santa Clans hand- 
fog out Christmas toys to - 
chil dren. That led to ms in- 1 
validity benefits befog stop- 
ped. “When' we had written 
notification from him, it in- 
cluded a statement from hb 
doctor saying tre did not need 
to refrain from work,” said- 
benefit .officer Edward Phil- 
lips from the western English 
county' of Somerset. “We 
were obliged to act on that 
reformation.” - 

Michael Jackson 
‘plagiarised 
Italian song’ 

ROME (AFP) — U.S. singer 
Michael Jackson’s scandal- 
wracked year ended on- 
another sour note Friday 
when a court here ruled that 
be had plagiarised an Italian 
song for oik of tire tracks an 
his 1991 album Dangerous. 
Judge Domenico Bonaccorsi 
ruled tint Jackson had lifted 
rafts of Italian singer .Al 
Bano'Ssong “I cign! <£ Bala- 
ka” (The Swans Of Balaka) 
and put them into his own 
“Will You Be There." The 
Italian song was distributed 
in tire United States, from 
1989 and had dearly been 
copied by Jackson, Judge 
Bonaccorsi said. The ruling- 
means that Dangerous must 
immediately be pulled from 
the shelves of all record 
stores in Italy, and broadcast- 
ing or perforating Will You 
Be There will be banned. 

. Musicologist Luciano Charily' 
told the court that of the 40 
notes -that make up *T Cigm 
di Balaka," 37 had been 
copied note firr note by Jack- 
sou. “Apart from the differ- 
ences in lyrics, tire two scrags 
appear absolutely identical,” 
■Mr. Charily said. The ruling 
ends a two-year court battle 
between Bano and- Jackson. 
The two sides now have 120 
days to come to a settlement. 


-guethby allegations of-cfokL 
abusfc and by media, carping- 
that'Tiis marriage to Elvis 
Presley’s daughter Lisa Marie 
is a sham 

Post-war Japan 
richer, but no 


would fond a light-water nuc- } " "" 

lear reactor for North Korea.. Happier — SUmy 
In exchange, Pyongyang J 

would scrap its graphite- ' ( TOKYO (R) — The 
based reactors, which pro-'.* Japanese are discovering that 
duce weapons-grade pfoto->;j money camtot buy you hsppi- 


- ilium. 

“But more important is de- 
fining the long-term bilateral 
ties with die United States, 
foduding how both countries 
should help bring about a 
peaceful security arrange- 
ment for the Asia-Pacific re- 
gion." Mr. Murayama said. 


Gingrich declines controversial $4. 5m book advance 


ATLANTA (R) — Bowing 
to criticism from political 
opponents and supporters, 
.House speaker-to-be Newt 
Gingrich said he is turning 
down a $4.5 ntiUkra advance 
on two books. 

He tokJ a news c o nference 
tire c on t rov er s ial deal would 
have been used by critics Of 
the Republican programme 
in the new Congress taking 
office on Jan. 4. 

Instead of accepting tire 
offer from HarpercoUins pub- 
lishers of a $43 million adv- 
ance, Mr. Gingrich said in a 
letter to his Republican col- 
leagues be would take only a 
SI advance phis royalties on 
sales. 

Mr. Gingrich defended the 
deal as ethical but said that in 
tire last week be and his wife 
Marianne ii?H time to 

: der “the nniniw mew 


m tune” when change 
could be made in Washington 
and the country. 

“Therefore it is clear that 
this is not the time to tafa»- 
any steps winch could be seen 
as weakening pur commit- 
ment to the Contract with 
America ((he House Repub- 
lican programme) and our 
focus on reestablishing a 
House and l eg i sl ative branch 
worthy of the American peo- 
ple’s respect,” tire letter said. 

Mr. Gingrich quoted “an 
older pre c inc t c onumn ecman 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania" 
as telling Republican Repre- 
sentative Bob Walker, “tell 
our new speaker we all work- 
ed for this victory and be 
should not cake advantage of 
our efforts.” 

’That committeeman was 
right.” Mr. Gingrich said. 

He told reporters that this 
comment had been the decid- 
ing factor is rejecting the 
book advance. 




Rep. Newt Gingrich, the inwwihm speaker of 
Che US. Bouse of Repr esenta t iv es, explains in 
Marietta, Georgia, that Ire wffl not amp t a 
S43-mfl8oo book advance. Mr. Gingrich, who 


has came under attack by both BqnMaw 
read Democrats because of tire deal, announced 
be wffl take a $1 advance and royalties on book 
saks instead (AFP photo) . 


“I realised that we realty 
owed it to every person who 
was on our team to say to 
them we don’t want anyone 
at any level to think we’re 
taking any advantage," he 
said. 

House Democratic whip. 
David Bonior, Mr. Ging- 
rich's harshest critic, had ac- 
cused Mr. Gingrich of arro- 
gance and sought to suggest 
there was a link between the 
deal and a dispute between 
Publisher Rupert Murdoch, 
owner of HarpercoUins, and 
the Federal Communications 
Commission. 

Some criticism focused 
particularly on reports that 
Mr. Murdoch's Fox TV net- 
work would seek congres- 


a current U-S. prohibition 
a g a i n st foreign ownership. 


While Mr. Murdoch is a 
former Australian citizen and 
now a naturalised American, 
his Australian company owns 
part of Fox TV. . 

Mr. Murdoch denied 
knowing about foe Gingrich 
deal before it was made. 

Mr. Bonior told r e port er s 
following Mr. Gingrich’s 
announcement that the sew 
speaker bad “finally got tire 
message” from an outraged 
public. 

But the deal had also 
aroused c oncern among Re- 
publicans. 

Senate Republican iwyfer 
Bob Dole told reporters 
Thursday. “Every time we’re 
on a talk show, I assume we’ll 
be asked about the book 
deal. It is of some c o nc ern to 
a tot of people.” 


In a statement Friday, Sen. 
Dole commended Mr. Ging- 
rich. saying his action pared 
the way for i mp ort an t work 
ahead. 

“This should also silence' 
hispohtica] opponents,” Sen 
Dc* said. “I folly expect be 
win be a best-selling 


ness. According to a poll 
released Saturday, the most 
widely perceived change in 
the 50 years once the end of 
World War n is that the 
country has become' rich, but 
only a handful said it had 
become happier. The 
Mafofchi S him bun surveyed 
4,000 people earlier this 
month to see how the 
Japanese perceive tire social 
changes of the last half- 
century. Polices were asked' 
to chcmse the two most im- 
portant out of 10 descriptions 
of social change, of tire 68 per 
cent who responded, S3 per 
'cent thought Japan had trans- 
formed from a poor nation 
into a rich one, and 46 per 
cent said it had ceased ro be 
thrifty. However, less than 3 . 
per cent of the respondents 
thought it had become a hap- 
pier nation, and 15 per cent' 
said Japan had transformed 
itself from a warm society to 
a cold-hearted one. 

Hong Kong adds 
a 2 to Its phone 
numbers 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Hong Kong’s telephone and* 
fax num bers will grow by a 
digit era. Sunday when “Z" 
will be .added at the begin- 
ning of all n u mbers , Hong 
Kong Telecom reminded , its 
customers Saturday. For ex- 
ample, a number mat is cur- 
rently 888-2888. — Hong 
Kong Telecom’s main fine — 
will become 2888-2888. Hong 
Kong's international direct 
dialing code of 852 will re- 
mam unchanged, as will pa- 
ger and mobile telephone' 
numbeis.The change is being- 
' made Id enable Hone Kora 


andriookfevwdtoiraSg ^toeralfeHong]^ 

his books." -• Telecom, a hsted -imit of Bn- 

tain’s Cable and Wireless He, 
Mr. Gingrich defended the to handle - the territory’s 
book deal as perfectly ethical growing' demand .for 
and said it would have bran telephone^related services, 
offered in an auction between “Ludty” phone numbers are 
publishing houses fo which to be anctioned off, the Hong 
tro had offered mare than $4 Kong media repo r ted. The 
anfiron. digit 8 has.tfae same sound fo 

„ - . Cinton^ as . Seafth” or 

Hwpworfhns bad prop- “prosperity” and is often 
osed a two-book package m- prized. On the other hand, 
chiding one entitled To Re- tire number 4 is dose fo 
new America that be had sound to “death” and « nftw« • 
been working on. avoided by tire superstitions. 
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We have defeated ‘forces of evil’ — Rwanda leader 


KIGALI (Agencies) — 
Rwanda's President Pasteur 
Btziflrangu said bis compat- 
riots tud defeated the "forces 
of evil" in a message to dose 
a year that saw more than 
500,000 people killed in a 
genoddal civil war. 

“The year 1994 was a year 
of distress, anguish and pain 
for Rwandans," Mr. Bizi- 
mnogu said, according to 
Radio Rwanda Saturday. 
“Rwanda was nevertheless 
once reputed to be a country 
where milk and honey 
flowed." 

“But we must congratulate 
ourselves on the fact that we 
have been able to defeat the 
forces of evil," the president 
added in an address Friday to 
members of the coalition gov- 
ernment and the diplomatic 


corps. 

Mr. Bfcrimungu and his 
government colleagues plan- 
ned to spend New Year’s Eve 
with orphaned and unaccom- 
panied children in different 
parts of the central African 
country, where almost 
150,000 youngsters are with- 
out families, according to 
official estimates. 

The president, a member 
of the Hutu majority ethnic 
group, was installed after re- 
bels of the Tutsi-led Rwan- 
dan Patriotic Front (RPF) 
seized control of the capital 
Kigali in July, following three 
months of slaughter. 

The new authorities have 
blamed Hutu extremists and 
former government troops 
for unleashing the genocide 
of minority Tutsis after for- 


mer President Juvenal 
Habyarimana was killed in a 
suspected rocket attack on 
his plane in April. 

The U.N. Security Council 
has moved to set up a war 
crimes tribunal for Rwanda. 

Hutu extremist militiamen 
killed 10 viDagers who had 
refused to follow them into 
exile in Tanzania in an attack 
in southeastern Rwanda, 
state-run Rwandan Radio 
said. 

The radio, monitored by 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, on Friday night 
quoted reports from the 
southeastern town of Ki bun- 
go saying nine members of 
die ousted former govern- 
ment's Interhamwe militia 
attacked people in Kigarama 
village near Akagera Park, 


which borders on Tanzania. 

It said 10 people including 
women and children were kil- 
led and three others were 
seriously wounded in two 
separate attacks after villa- 
gers refused to follow them 
into northwest Tanzania. 

Hutu militiamen based in 
border areas and refugee 
camps are intimidating re- 
fugees against returning 
home in a campaign to dep- 
rive the government in the 
capital of Kigali of any Hums 
to govern. 

More than one million re- 
fugees, virtually all Hutus, 
remain outside Rwanda in 
camps in Tazania, Zaire and 
Burundi despite a campaign 
by the government and aid 
agencies to help them return. 



Chief Warrant Officer Bobby Hall (front) 
surrounded by family members makes a brief 
statement after his arrival at MacDiD Air 
Force Base in Tampa, Florida. Officer Hall 


was held captive for 13 days in North Korea 
after his helicopter crashed during a training 
mission (AFP photo) 


U.S. helicopter pilot arrives home in Florida 


MACDILL AIR FORCE 
BASE, Florida (R) — U.S. 
army helicopter pilot Bobby 
' Hall came home to Florida 
Friday night after being held 
for nearly two weeks by 
North Korea. 

“It's great to be back 
borne. I'm looking forward to 
some family time,” Officer 
Hall, his voice breaking with 
emotion, said after arriving at 
MacDiU Air Force Base near 
Tampa, Florida. 

The chief warrant officer 
landed at MacDiU around 
11:15 p.m. (0415 GMT Satur- 
day) and got off the plane a 
few minutes later. After an 
emotional reunion with fami- 
ly members, he made a brief 
statement. 

He was expected to con- 
1 tinue on to his hometown of 
BrooksviHe, about 40 miles. 
(70- km) north of Tampa, en- 
ding a journey that began 
earlier Friday in Seoul, South 
Korea. 

In his st a tem en t. Officer 
Hall expressed condolences 
to the family of fellow pilot 
Chief Warrant Officer David 
Hilemon, who was killed in 
the Dec. 17 crash of their 
helicopter in Communist 
North Korea. 

“...I really don’t know bow 
we wound up across the 
DMZ,” Officer Hall said at 
MacDiU, referring to the d 
militarised, zone separating- 
Northland South Korea. He.- 
said 4 die first indication he 
had that anything was wrong 
was an explosion outside the 
aircraft. 

He said be had been very 
well treated during his 12 
days of captivity, adding that 
the North Koreans “we very 
concerned about my well- 
being." 

North Korea said the heli- 
copter was on a spy mission, 
but the United States said the 
aircraft was on a routine mis- 
sion and had accidentally 
strayed into North Korean 
airspace before going down. 

Officer Hall thanked his 
family and the people of 
BrooksviHe for their support, 
saying, “you are really a 
bunch of great people.” 

The United States and 
North Korea failed to agree 
on a format for future talks to 
prevent a repeat of the recent 
downing of the U.S. helicop- 
ter m North Korea, the top . 
State Department East Asia 


expert said Friday. 

The two countries left the 
question vague in an agree- 
ment which led to the release 
Friday of Officer Hall, said 
Winston Lord, assistant 
secretary of state for East 
Asian and Pacific affairs. 

"Neither side would agree 
to the other's position, so we 
resorted to creative ambigui- 
ty,” Mr. Lord said in a tele- 
phone interview. “We would 
have preferred a more pre- 
cise formulation but it was 
not possible to agree on 
that.” 

Mr. Lord also said that 
with Officer Hall now re- 
leased, the United States 
planned to go ahead on sche- 
dule with a delivery of heavy 
oil to North Korea under an 
October agreement that froze 
Pyongyang's nuclear prog- 
ramme. 

In an understanding with 
Pyongyang concerning terms 
for the release of Officer Hall 
whose helicopter was downed 
on Dec. 17 just inside North 
Korea, the United States 
agreed to "contacts in an 
appropriate forum" to pre- 
vent such incidents in future. 

Mr. Lord said the United 
States insisted this should be 
within the Military Armistice 
Commission (MACT), which 
oversees the armistice that 
ended the 1950-53 Korean 
War, but North ‘Korea was 
demanding purely bilateral 
contacts. 


At issue is North Korea's 
desire to establish links with 
the United States that hypass 
South Korea. At the MAC, 
North Korean officers nomi- 
nally meet the United Na- 
tions Command which in- 
cludes South Korean as well 
as U.S. officers. 

Mr. Lord said no specific 
meetings had been scheduled 
to clear up the dispute. “We 
would like to meet at some 
stage, but bow soon will de- 
pend on North Korean reaso- 
nableness,” he said. 

He made dar that — as in 
the past — such meetings 
need not always include 
South Korean representa- 
tives, but that U.S. officers 
would be taking part “using 
the U.N. hat.” MAC meet- 
ings take place at Panmun- 
jorn on the North-South bor- 
der. 

U.S. leaders have main- 
tained that no concessions 
were made to North Korea 
over Officer Hall’s release, 
negotiated in Pyongyang by 
Mr. Lord’s deputy Thomas 
Hubbard. In the deal, the 
United States expressed "sin- 
cere regret” over the helicop- 
ter incident. 

Mr. Lord said the nuclear 
agreement, under which 
Pyongyang halted nuclear 
activities in return for oil 
supplies and the eventual 
provision of modem nuclear 
reactors whose fuel cannot be 


diverted to make weapons, 
was now back on course. 

He said this included the 
first shipment of oil supplies, 
due to be delivered to North 
Korea by Jan. 21. 

“That is our plan now, 
unless something comes up 
that we don’t expect," Mr. 
Lord said. 

“The atmosphere would 
have been seriously pre- 
judiced if (Hall’s detention) 
had gone on much longer.” 
he said. “But the issue was 
solved, I think, before the 
atmosphere soured.” 

Washington never openly 
threatened to hold back the 
delivery, but some members 
of Congress warned that the/ 
would seek to block it if 
Officer Hall was not freed. 

The U.S. official also said 
he believed North Korea had 
“de facto” accepted the U.S. 
argument that the helicopter 
intrusion was due to a naviga- 
tional error. 

He said this was suggested 
both by the decision to re- 
lease Officer Hall and by the 
fact that no explicit admission 
of espionage was contained in 
a "confession” attributed to 
the U.S. pilot that was pub- 
lished Wednesday by North 
Korean media. 

While the North Koreans 
had not openly endorsed the 
U.S. explanation, “I think 
they are fairly convinced it 
was an accident,” Mr. Lord 
said. 


Seoul wary about U.S.- North Korea contacts 


SEOUL (R) — Sooth Korea, 
keeping a wary eye on wann- 
ing ties between the United 
Steles and North Korea, said 
Saturday it would stop Pyon- 
gyang's bid to drive a wedge 
between Seoul and Washing- 
ton. 


man said the North had ruled 
out Sooth Korea’s involve- 
ment in negotiations on the 
release of U.S. army pilot 
Bobby Hall, whose helicop- 
ter went down just north of 
die tense border bisecting the 
Koreas. 

“(South) Korea and the 
United Shoes will mobilise all 
means to stave off North 
Korea’s intention to damage 
Seoul-Washington relations 
and to draw the United States 
into political negotiations 
with Pyongyang.” ne said. 

He said the 
merit had asked Wa 
not to be involved in the issue 
of repatriating North Korean 
Msecs of war held in the 


pnsone 

South. 


In announcing Officer 
Hag's r ete ase from 13 days of 
captivity Friday, North Ko- 
rean n£o said the United 
States agreed to “our de- 
mand ter give necessary coop- 
emkur so that unconverted 

prison*** of nor (North Ko- 
na-^os held by South 
l ean be rammed torse 



Deputy Assistant 
> « State Thomas 
Hubbanli -Vgho negotiated 
QfficetrHafl’s releas e, trid a 
Fri- 
day ttnttte usBe of FtiWs 

umstrfo be di sc u s se d 

Koreas. 


The Seoul Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman said the issue 
is “strictly an internal matter 
that has to be dealt with by 
our constitution and within 
our sovereignty.” 

The North has repeatedly 
demanded that the South re- 
patriate two North Koreans 
held for spying during the 
1950-53 Korean War. 

Unification Ministry offi- 
cials said Kim In-Suh and 
Ham Se-Hwan had served 
prison terms for spying dur- 
ing the war and thereafter for 
refosmg to convert from com- 
mnnism. 

The two were released 
from jail in 1989. It was not 
known whether the two, clas- 
sified as North Korean “war 
partisans,” want to return to 
the North but they would 
need permission from the 
Seoul government to do so. 

In a humanitarian move 
South Korea last year repatri- 
ated an ailing 77-year-old 
North Korean “war parti- 
san,” Li In-Mo. He was cap- 
tured during the Korean War 
and jailed until 1988. 

Relations between the Un- 
ited States and North Korea 
had improved dramatically 
following an October agree- 
ment under which Pyongyang 
agreed to free z e its nuclear 
p ro gra mme In return" for new 
rmt&vr power facilities that 
would almost eliminate the 
possibility of it producing 

weapoos-grade plutonium. 

Seoul government officials 
have expressed concerns that 
Washington may bypass its 
long-time ally and deal 
dtreedy with the communist 


regime in the North. 

SintSe the Korean peninsula 
was divided nearly 50 years 
ago, South Korea has been a 
dose U.S. ally, while the 
North treated the United 
States as a bitter enemy. 

U.S. officials have denied 
any possibility of a break with ' 
Seoul. 

President Bill Clinton said 
the United States had given 
up nothing m the agreement 
that secured Officer HaJTs 
release. 

He rejected a suggestion 
that die deal meant South 
Korea would be cut out of 
future U.S. contacts with the 
North, which Seoul strongly 
resists. 

“The terras of the agree- 
ment are dear from their own 
words. We were faithful to all 
of our commitments to our 
allies and to ertrr commit- 
ments to our own polides,” 
Mr. Clinton said. 

South Korean President 
Kim Young-Sam Sunday cal- 
led in a New Year message 
for an end to mistrust and 
confrontation between North 
and South Korea, to usher in 
an era of “rerorxaHation and 
cooperation.” 

‘This tragic mistrust and 
confrontation between our 
compatriots must now be en- 
ded,” Mr. Kim said in his 
address, adding that 1995 
marked 50 years of division 
of tii e Korean peninsula. 

“We have yet to resolve 
this tragedy,” Mir. Kim said. 
“In step with global historical 
trends, we must usher in as 
era of North-South recon- 
ciliation and cooperation.” 


Mr. Kim’s call came as 
relations between the North 
and the affluent South are at 
a low, marked by bitter ver- 
bal broadsides from Pyon- 
gyang against Mr. Kim, the 
South's first non-military 
backed president in three de- 
cades. 

It also came as 
economically-strapped North 
Korea was showing the first 
signs since the death of Kim 
D-Sung in July of a gradual 
economic opening of its 
hermetically-dosed society to 
South Korean and interna- 
tional companies. 

But the bulk of his brief 
televised address was de- 
voted to urging his follow 
Koreans to stop procrastinat- 
ing and jump into the world 
economy before it is too late. 

“We have no time to 
spare... we must end our 
hesitation and procrastina- 
tion. Should we lag one step 
behind in this global race 
today, our children may end 
up trailing behind by 10 years 
or even a century,” Mr. Kim 
said. 

“A new world order is un- 
folding as the 21si century 
draws closer heralding, along 
with the World Trade Orga- 
nisation, the arrival of an era 
of unbounded competition 
between nations and re- 
gions,” he said. 

The address, like his pre- 
vious New Year message, 
was addressed to “My 70- 
million fellow Koreans,” a 
phrase encompassing the 22 
milli on living in the Stalinist 
North as well as overseas 
Koreans. 


Truce hopes rise; Sarajevo 
siege clears 1 ,QOO days 


SARAJEVO (R) — United 
Nations 'representatives ex- 
pressed optimism that the 
Bosnian government and re- 
bel Serbs would sign a four- 
month ceasefire Saturday — 
the 1,000th day of Sarajevo’s 
bitter siege. 

The U.N. military com- 
mander in Bosnia, 
Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Rose, had talks with 
Bosnian Vice-President Ejup 
Ganic, and U.N. sources said 
afterwards a new form of 
words for an accord to cease 
hostilities in Bosnia had been 
worked out. 

It was sent to the Bosnian 
Serbs at their headquarters at 
Pale, near the Bosnian capit- 
al, and if they agreed to the 
changes, the pact could then 
be signed, the sources said. 

This would be done in two 
stages — first in Sarajevo, 
then in Pale, they added. 

U.N. special envoy 
Yasushi Akashi arrived in 
Sarajevo saying he conld not 
specify exactly when the 
accord would be signed but 
added: “I am optimistic.” 

As he went into talks with 
Mr. Ganic, Geji. Rose told 
Reuters the Muslim-led Bos- 
nian government still had dif- 
ficulties with one or two 
points but said these were 
just questions of wording. 

Asked if the accord could 
be signed Saturday as pre- 
dieted, Gen. Rose said: “I 
hope so. I still think there is a 
very good chance we will sign 
an agreement today." 

Commenting on the Bos- 
nian government's reserva- 
tions about the agreement, 
which the Serbs have already 
said they will sign, Gen. Rose 
said: “There are one or two 
points — what I would call 
wordsmithing.” 

The Bosnian government 
wants the accord to contain 
tougher language on the de- 
militarisation of Sarajevo. It 
also wants an end to fighting 
around the Bihac enclave in 
northeastern Bosnia. 

Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic was quoted as 
saving he wanted a truce in ' 
Bihac and the opening of 
so-called;Vblue routes’- which 
jvould allow supplies to be 
brought, into the Serb- 
besieged city. 

“Without a complete ceas- 
efire in Bihac and the open- 
ing of the blue routes there 
will be no cessation of hostili- 
ties agreement,” Mr. Sila- 
jdzic told the Bosnian BH 
Press news agency. 

State controlled Bosnian 
Radio said the Bosnian Serbs 
used small anns and anti- 
aircraft cannon to fire on 
Bosnian lines around Bihac 
Saturday, but there was no 
immediate independent con- 
firmation of the report. 

The proposed four-month 
ceasefire arose from a peace 
mission to Bosnia earlier in 
December by former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter. It is 
intended to pave the way for 
negotiations on a settlement 
of Bosnia's 33-month-old 
war: 

As the Serb siege of 
Sarajevo entered its 1,000th 
day Saturday, Mr. Silajdzic 
launched a scathing attack on 


European indifference to the 
fate of the Bosnian capital. 

He said fascism, not Mus- 
lim fundamentalism, was the 
greatest threat to world 
order. 

“In Europe at the end of 
the 20th century, on televi- 
sion, armed people are free 
to kill unarmed people.” Mr. 
Silajdzic told Reuters. 

"People are unwilling to 
talk about the revival of fasc- 
ism, the virus is still around. . 
It’s home-made, it’s made in 
Europe. They are happy to 
talk about Muslim fun- 
damentalism but not about 
biological fundamentalism.” • 

Sarajevo marked its grini 
milestone with little fanfare. 

More than 10,000 residents 
have been killed and 50,000 
wounded since Serbs rebelled 
against Bosnian independ- 
ence from former Yugoslavia 
in 1992 and laid siege to the 
dty. 

Mr. Silajdzic said Europe 
had mistakenly believed it. 
could end the Bosnian war by 
appeasing what he termed 
“Serbian fascism based on 
ethnic, biological distinc- 
tions” while imposing an 
arms embargo on the coun- 
try’s sovereign government. 

Meanwhile Croatia has 
built up its armed forces to 
the point where it could win a 
war to retake land lost to 
separatist Serbs if pending 
peace negotiations failed, the 
country's military comman- 
der said Friday. 

“We are now entering 1995 
which should be a derisive 
.year in this process and I 
would not be surprised if we 
were to start fulfilling this 
task with a very swift and 
energetic operation (war),” 
General Janko Bobetko said. 

Gen. Bobetko has presided 
over a major Croatian milit- 
ary buildup greased by a 
flood of weapons from under- 
ground international markets 
which have flourished thanks 
to a largely unenforced U.N. 
arms embargo on former 
Yugoslavia. 

Diplomats and other 
analysts say Croatia' has 
obtained considerable quan- 
tities of anti-tank weapons 
and heavy-calibre guns from 
China, Iran and East Euro- 
pean arms merchants selling 
off old Soviet Bloc stockpiles. 

Nationalist hardliners in 
the Croatian government and 
military increasingly tout 
what they say is the army’s 
readiness for a final show- 
- down with the rebel Serb 
minority which seized a third 
of Croatia in 1991. 

But Foreign Minister Mate 
Granic Thursday cautioned 
that Croatia would use war 
only as a last resort to recover 
its territory because it feared 
losing financial and political 
support from Western 
Europe. 

“We want to become (a) 
member of the European Un- 
ion and its financial institu- 
tions. A big war is of no 
interest to anyone in 
Croatia,” Mr. Granic told the 
weekly Globus in an inter- 
view. 

Zagreb desperately needs 



A Bosnian woman and her daughter walk across the tarmac 
at the Sarajevo airport on Friday after disembarking .from a 
plane coming from France. Both returned with 31 other 
people to their hometown after spending 11 months in 
France for hospital treatment (AFP photo) 


funds to revive an economy 
shattered by war with Krajiar. 
Serbs and has been repe>.-d- 
Iy cautioned that a military 
adventure against them 
would dry up the taps of 
international monetary in- 
stitutions. 

The Krajina Serbs rebelled 
against Croatia’s 1991 seces- 
sion from Serbian-led federal 
Yugoslavia. A firm ceasefire 
bas'been in place since March 
and the two sides signed an 
accord on Dec. 2 to re- 
establish economic and com- 
munications ties. * 

Croatia regards the agree- 
ment as a precursor to the 
Krajina enclave’s political 
reintegration due to be 
negotiated in 1995. But the 
Krajina Serbs insist on a« 
separate state linked in some 
way to Yugoslavia. 

Gen. Bobetko said 
Croatia's army had grown 
from a ragtag militia in 1991 
to a respectable force ready 
to cope with the Krajina 
Serbs and their armourer, the 
rump Yugoslav army. 

“It is up to us now to 
determine goals and the 
targets, as well as (the) time 


the place where to strike, 
lit 1992 we could not have 
done it because we did not 
have the means.” he told a 
year-end news conference. 

"Events have shown, 
however, that Croatia has 
now created (a) national 
military force able to begin 
recovering the lost territor- 
ies.” the elderly commander 
said. 

But Gen. Bobetko con- 
ceded any recapture of Serb- 
held areas in far eastern 
Croatia bordering Serbia 
could provoke a new, wider 
war with the Yugoslav army. 

“Baranja (in eastern 
Croatia) has been captured, 
its demographic structure 
changed and we have to be 
prepared for such a difficult 
task of liberating Baranja 
which may lead into conflict 
with Serbia.” he said. "But if 
no other course of action is 
left for Croatia, it will have to 
take it.” 

Gen. Bobetko said the 
Krajina Serbs had no inde- 
pendence in negotiations 
with Zagreb, describing their 
leader Milan Manic as a 
mere executor of the Serbian- 
Yuaoslav government. 


U.K. papers track down Diana in Colo rado resort 


LONDON (R) — Princess 
Diana was seen with a new 
tycoon on her skiing holiday 
in the U.S. ski resort of Vail, 
Colorado, British newspap- 
ers reported Saturday. 

They said the estranged 
wife of Prince Charles, heir 
to the British throne, was 
staying with American pub- 
lishing tycoon Michael Flan- 
nery and his wife at their 
chalet in the Rocky Mountain 
resort. 

Tabloid newspapers 
printed a photograph of the ' 
princess getting off a ski lift * 
she was sharing with her 
Norwegian ski instructor 
Pentti Tofferi, a man they 
said was Mr. Flannery and 
Mr. Flannery’s wife. Crystal. 

British royal correspon- 
dents and photographers had 
to make a trans-Atlantic dash 
to Vail after they were 
wrong-footed by the princess. 

Most were more than 5,000 
miles (8,000-km) away m the 
Swiss resort of Klosters 
where the Duchess of York, 
Sarah Ferguson, was skiing 
when news of Princess Di- 
ana's secret whereabouts 
leaked out. 

Faced with the choice of 
staying where they were Mid 
reporting “Fergie,” or chas- 
ing half-way round the globe, 
few hesitated. En masse they 
flew to the Rockies. 

British newspaper pub- 
lished reports Friday linking 
Princess Diana to another 
U.S. multi-millionaire, Ted- 
I dy Forstmann. 



Britain's Duchess of York lifts her younger ^ ^eir chalet in tee S^issr^t cf- 
dauehter. Princess Eneenie, as she and her Hosiers, where they spend their traditional 
sister! Princess Beatriraprapore to ski down a winter holidays (AFP photo) 


But Mr. Forstmann denied 
it. In a story billed as exclu- 
sive, the Sun quoted 54-year- 
old Forstmann as saying he 
knew the princess but had 
nothing to do with her visit 
and was skiing in the rival 
resort of Aspen. 

“I am not tee new guy in 
Di’s life,” the paper quoted 
Mr. Forstmann as saying, 
adding that his 30-year-old 
girlfriend Debbie Hagerty 
was at his ride as he spoke. 

The newspapers said Mr. 
Flannery, described as a mil- 
lionaire publisher and friend 
of the Kennedy family’s as 
well as of Mr. Forstmann’s, 
was acting as host to Princess 


Diana. 

The Daily Minor said a 
maid at the Flannery's Vail 
home had confirmed the 
princess was staying there. 

The Daily Express said Mr. 
Flannery was keen to protect 
the princess and had denied 
he even knew her. 

“I don’t know Princess Di- 
ana. I am not the Michael 
Flannery who took her to a 
local restaurant, you have tee 
wrong person." it quoted Mr. 
Flannery saying. 

In what it said was proof of 
the link, the newspaper said 
Princess Diana and her in- 
structor arrived at Mr. Flan- 


nery's home just minutes la- 
ter,* where Mr. Tofferi told 
waiting reporters forlornly: 
“She wants to keep her visit 
low key.” 

The decision by 33-year- 
old Princess Diana, who 
separated from Prince 
Charles two years ago. to stay 
away from Klosters — the 
favoured winter holiday re- 
sort of Europe’s royals — 
appeared to be significant. 

Next week Prince Charles 
is to take their sons Prince 
William and Prince Harry cn 
holiday to Klosters, where be. 
narrowly escaped death in an 
avalanche which killed 2 
dose friend in 19SS. 
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Enter ’95 


BY ANY serious standard, 1994 will go down in 
the history of the Kingdom as the year that set 
into motion the process of redefining a major 
concern of Jordanian foreign policy since the 
creation of the Kingdom. Antagonism in rela- 
tions with Israel has been replaced by a mutual 
f willingness to build peace; a lasting one that 
; would be predicated on Israel’s recognition of 
. Jordanian rights that were for long usurped. 

The year started with clouds of uncertainty 
. that blurred vision of the fitture. The peace 
process was stagnating, the democratic process at 
points looked abandoned and little signs of Arab 
reconciliation were visible. But 1994 ended with a 
peace treaty and a dear commitment to revitalise 
the democratic process. These are the positive 
dements. But the negatives include unhealthy 
| Arab relations and an economy that is showing 
; few signs of improvement as for as firing 
\ standards and the cost of firing are concerned. 

< And here fie the challenges of 1995. 

! The si gning of the peace treaty was a signifi- 
cant achievement. But its real implications for 
toe Kingdom will be determined by how we face 
cap to the requirements of the new era. Promises 
that the peace treaty by itself wifi bring economic 
j prosperity and golden opportunities will not be 
j enough. Only by equipping the Kingdom’s in- 
stitutions and people tetb the right tools to seize 
the new opportunities wifi any real peace di- 
vidend be won. Modernising the economy is a 
promise that the government has made; bat fittle 
has been dime to realise it so for. Jordan cannot 
afford wasting any more time. The process of 
I reform should start and start immediately. 

! But only in a democracy can people be 
| confident to unleash their potential for bringing 
( .about prosperity to their homes and country. 

; There is no point in denying that democracy took 
j a beating at times during 1994. But it is a process 
I that has its ups and downs, and we are confident 
of the way we have chosen for ourselves. It is the 
: choice of building, over time, a healthy, stable 
i snd prosperous Jordan. A change in government 
is promised for this year, most probably in the 
first week of January. So there will be a change 
in policies and emphasis. A foster move towards 
liberalisation and democratisation should be at 
the centre of this change. 

While the challeng e of consolidating democra- 
' cy is almost a pure Jordanian decision and 
! process, the saddling situation in Arab ties is an 
i ordeal for which the Kingdom cannot be blamed. 

| Jordan has repeatedly readied out to its Arab 
I brethren. Many of them shunned the overtures. 

! Accordingly, the Arab Nation remains bogged 
i down in the darkness of an abyss that is 
j suffocating its potential for development and 
! progress. 

Despite the rhetoric of many a politician, fittle 
b being dime to pot Arab ties on track. The Arab 
order could not have left last year on a sadder 
j note. 

j 1994 was the year of peace. On that front, 

' Jordan’s performance was breathtaking. But 
| 1995 w01 offer the challenge of making the best 
; out of tiie new era. Hence is the enormity of the 
■: amount of work required. His Majesty King 
1 Hussein spoke of the need for profound change to 
! cope with the changing times. That change, we 
j trust, will have to be positive and productive. 

Happy New Year. 

f — — 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

; A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i daily Saturday attacked the 
! mini-summit held in Alexandria between the heads of state 

' of Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Syria as a forum were the three 

i countries displayed their enmity towards Iraq and Jordan, 
i The three states were careful to claim that their meeting 
' was intended as a means of serving common Arab action 
! but in fact this was far from the truth. As far Egypt, itjs" 
I angered over the fact that Arab states, including Jordan, 
have started contacts directly with Washington and Tel 
Aviv without consulting with Cairo; for Syria it believes 
that the Palestinians and Jordan have weakened Damas- 
cus’s negotiating position with Israel by concluding sepa- 
rate Hgais with me Jewish state while Saudi Arabia 
concerned with its internal issues and its problems with 
Qatar and Oman which are following independent policies. 
Saudi Arabia is also concerned over the deficits m it s - 
budgets, said Tareq Masarweh. The writer said that Sana 
j Arabia is also afraid that Cairo or Damascus could 
I suddenly change their position vis-a-vis Iraq in reaction to 
! the uneasy developments in the region and found that it . 
j had to join the snmmit meeting to reassert its own stand, 

J said the writer. 

| MOHAMMAD DAOUD. a writer m Al Dustoor, urged 
i the concerned authorities to double their efforts to ensure ■ 
the of the family planning system in Jordan, i 

Expressing delight over the feet that many Jordanians have 
become aware of the need to stem the unusual growth in i 
population, the writer said that family planning, which \ 
entails birth spacing, was bound io be beneficial for the j 
mothers' health. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Fanek 


No radical economic changes 
expected from peace treaty 


'IF WE examine toe peace treaty with Israel and fry to 
1 analyse the local, regional and international state of affairs, 
we should be able to conclude that toe economic impact of 
peace will be minimal, and that economic life in Jordan will 
continue, more or less, at the same level of activity. In 
other words, peace is not expected to alter the path of the 
Jordanian economy in any radical way. The treaty was not 
meant for economic results and should not be judged 
fl g yinyf t h i s criteria. 

It is true that toe two sectors of touri s m and transport 
will benefit. Investment dimate may improve following 
peace and the final elimination of threat, hot that is about 
all. There are no reasons for other sectors to expect a rise 
or fell of activity due to peace. 

On the trade level, the boycott of Israel is removed, but 
toe boycott of Jordan remains in place. So far no access to 
-the West Bank market is allowed. It is stffi an Israeli 
ca p tur ed market Even the IsraeG market has its own 
non-tariff restrictions and specifications that make it almost 
closed to many Jordanian industries. The Xsraefi concession 
to allow Jordan to export S30 millio n worth of pnxhicts to 
the West Bank before Dec. 31, 1994 expired without 

may grow and become important with 
time. It can mate 10 per cent of Jordanian imp orts and 
emits, which wiD cause a one time economic growth in 
GDP of around two per cent, but with Israeli and 
Jordanian import taxes in place, Israel will simply be 
another foreign country in the region like Cyprus and 
Turkey. The addition of Israel to the rest of toe world will ' 


not <*anp the picture from a Jordanian point of view. 

As far as the flow of foreign aid, soft loans and foreign 
investments are concerned, we should not expect much. 
Aid, if any, will be too Kttie and too slow. to mate a 
difference or to allow toe man in the street to fed the 
benefits of peace in the form of lower unemployment and 
higher standards of firing. 

Some pes simis t s are scared of a so-called Israeli invest- 
meat invasion of Jordan. They can rest assured that, except 
for investment in tourism, no Israeli capital will be 
encouraged to come to Jordan, which is another minus. 
Israeli investors made it dear in Casablanca that an annual 
return lower than 20 per cent will not attract them. 

The .reforms ted measures recommended to the govern- ' 
xnent by international expats in response to peace are 
reforms and measures that should be undertaken any way 
to improve toe efficiency of the economy and improve the 
eHmatg of investment. Not one measure is only applicable 
to peace. - 

In tins respect, we should remem ber that lifting the 
United Nations sanctions « p>inrf Iraq wifi' have -more 
fa vo u rable impact cm Jordan’s exports and growth than. 
fitting the barriers with Israel, which we are still divided on 
whether it is gpod or bad to the Joiffaman economy. 

What Jordanian businessmen should do to get ready for 
the economics of peace? The answer is: All the things they 
should be doing anyhow. They shook! upgrade then: 
products, comply with international specifications, keep 
the cost down and look for sew op p ort uni ties. 


M.KAHEL 
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V LETTERS 

Women do deserve a 
better chance 

To fte Editor: 1 . . . 

KUDOS TO . your newspaper for having published the 
editorial, “Women deserve better,” (Jordan Times, Dec. 
12, 1994). It is extremely heartening to know that your 
n ew spa per fetes women’s issues seriously. 

However, wis cannot pretend to believe that toe prob- 
lems faced by wom en . “m thbr part of toe world” can be 

havtfto contend with. For, white womra'fo^Ecdeveloped 
worid have acquired a level: of seK-refiance that comes with 
education and economic independence, most women here 
still lead cfanstored fives, controlled by the pa triarchal 
set-up of society. It would have made much more interest- 
ing reading had your editorial focussed more dearly cm the 
specific issues related to women in the Arab World. 

I look forward to readmg more enlightening articles on 
this topical Issue In your ne w spaper. 

Shubhra KhaHd, 

Amman. . 

Do not despair 

To tbe Editor: 


I HASTEN to congratulate Abdullah Hasanat on Iris op-ed 
piece “Access d e nied” which was published in toe Jordan 
Times on Dec. 29, 94. •' 

If ever the three estates of gove rn ment (the executive, 
legjshrtjve and judiciary) are to -fimetkra m harmony, or 
even a semblance of it, toe fourth estate, the media,- mould 
not be denied access to its-Helme/which is infor m ati on. 

Moreover, I support his remark on the subject that 
“change can only come about by a change, in attitude.” 

In my book, the Jordan Tunes, among others, is one 
oigan of enlightened media that could-effectivefy help the 
p roc e ss of educating and changing attitudes. 

Do not despair. Patience wifi eventually man da te into 
triumph.. 

Ludwig W. Tanmri, 
Amman. - 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from 
its readers on -any subject they wzsfa to tackle. Letters 
intended for publication, however, should contain the 
writer's luff name and preferably address as. well. Names 
can be withheld only upon request and under special 
drcmnstances. Letters am subject to editing. Thenewspap- 
er is not responribie for the Tetum of unosed manusenpts. 


Paper alliances for Israel’s 1996 elections 


By Peretz KJdron 

YITZHAK RABIN’S visit 
to Washington in Novem- 
ber mainly comprised high- 
level strategic talks with 
U.S. leaders. But his stay in 
the U.S. capital two weeks 
after the mid-term elections 
also afforded him a glimpse 
of a Democratic president 
hamstrung by a Republican 
Congress — possibly a fore- 
taste of what may lie in 
store for him after the 
Israeli elections scheduled 
for 1996, when a new law 
provides for direct election 
of toe prime minister. 

Traditionally, that post 
has gone to the party leader 
who could muster a Knesset 
majority, automatically en- 
suring the prime minister 
control of the legislature. 
But with no party ever win- 
ning an outright majority, 
the required coalition- 
building has elevated tiny 
splinter factions into power 
brokers, enabling them to 
wring outrageous conces- 
sions from the major par- 
ties; discontent with the 
attendant political instabil- 
ity prompted the constitu- 
tional reform. Framed to 


grant the prime minister 
quasi-presidential status, 
the direct-election law now 


holds out intriguing poten- 
tial for deadlock of toe kind 
that has often plagued 
Washington, with the ex- 
ecutive under one party and 
the legislature dominated 
by its adversaries. 

While recent months 
have eroded Mr. Rabin's 
public support, he still leads 
his main rival, Likud leader 
“Bibi" Netanyahu. But 
polls now show Mr. Rabin’s 
Labour Party running neck- 
and-neck with Likud; when 
counting each party's re- 
spective allies — the Meretz 
doves and the Arab lists 
-that usually vote with 
Labour, as against Likud’s 
“national camp" of ufrra- 
nationalists and the reli- 
gious factions — the sur- 
veys predict a narrow but . 
'decisive majority for the 
latter. 

Much can happen in the 
-intervening 20 months be- 
fore polling day. But should 
present trends bold, Mr. 
Rabin could find himself 
elected prime minister and 
confronting a Knesset with 
a “national camp” major- 
ity. Such an outcome would 
leave him with no choice 
but to invite Likud into bis 
cabinet. As illustrated by 
the Labour- Likud coalition 
of toe 1970s, “national uni- 
ty" is a sure-fire recipe for 
political paralysis, such a 
coalition would hardly 


promote peace efforts with 
Israel's Arab neighbours; 
Likud ministers might allow 
limited concessions towards 
Syria, but they would cer- 
tainly veto further imple- 
mentation of the Oslo 
accords, setting Israeli- 
Palestinian relations bade 
on a violent collision 
course. 

Such gloomy forecasts 
assume that present trends 
persist till 1996 — a risky 
prediction in Israel’s ever 
volatile political climate. 
Apart from the vagaries of 
the peace process, and toe 
swell of anti-Arab fury that 
sweeps Israel after terror is t 
acts like the recent Tel Aviv 
bus-bombing, opinion is 
swayed by any number of 
factors, from commonplace 
concerns over over inflation 
and housing, to public con- 
fidence in toe probity of 
political leaders (the 
Likud’s 1992 downfall was 
due as much to corruption 
scandals as to any broad 
shift in public views on ma- 
jor issues of war and 
peace). 

The coming elections 
may hinge on toe mundane 
matter of mortgage pay- 
ments. In 1996 the five-year 
period of grace on mort- 
gages for homes many Rus- 
sian immigrants bought in - 
the early *905 wifi end. As 
they are landed with size- 
able monthly payments, the 
newcomers — many in 
poorly paid jobs — could 
face grave financial difficul- 
ties just as the election cam- 
paign gets under way. Such 
a downturn could spar the 
immigrants — who mostly 
voted Labour in 1992 — to 
punish the government by 
switching their support else- 
where. Even a minor shift 
among “the Russians" — 
over 10 per cent of the 
electorate — could tilt the 
balance. 


Equally significant for 
the election outcome are 
potential changes in ex- 
isting political alignments, 
or the em erge n ce of new 
coalitions cutting across 
present party lines. There 
are indications of behind- 
the-scenes activity as ambi- 
tious political strategists lay 
plans for startling new 
alliances. 

One possibility being tos- 
cossed is a “Moroccan fist” 
to appeal to the half-million 
strong North African com- 
munity, among the most 
underprivileged segments 
of the Jewish population. 
The Orthodox Shu Party,* 


'drawing most of its votes 
from “Moroccans,” has wa- 
vered between government 
and opposition, reflecting 
differences between dovish 
leaders and a more right- 
leaning constituency. The 
party’s able young leader, 
Aryeh DerT, is currently on 
trial on cor rupti on charges; 
but if he avoids conviction 
he might seek to restore fas 
personal and political for- 
tunes by allying himself 
with such figures as former 
Foreign Minister David 
Levy, likewise of Moroccan 
origm. A leading member 
of Likud, Mr. Levy inclines 
to its more moderate wing, 
and sharp personal and 
political differences with 
party leader Mr. Netanyahu 
have given rise to rumours 
that he plans to defect. 

Another possible 
“Moroccan” component is 
a group of second-rank 
Labour MKs associated 
with the former leadership 
of toe Histadrut unions 
overthrown in April’s elec- 
tions. Stripped of their 
power base, and vocally un- 
happy with the social and 
economic policies of Mr. 
Rabin’s “cabinet of toe 
rich,” some **Labonr 
Moroccans” might be temp- 
ted to throw m their lot with 
Mr. Der’i and Mr. Levy. 
Tbe former is a cautions 
.supporter of the Oslo 
accords, which Mr. Levy 
has denounced; but their 
di fferences are not insur- 
„ mountable, and their 
alliance, spanning the nar- 
row gap between Labour 
hardliners and Likud mod- 
erates, could exercise great 
popular appeal at the centre 
of toe pofitical spectrum. 
Rumours of secret contacts 
among the "Moroccans” 
have been denied by all 
concerned, who insist they 
will have no part in an 
"ethnic” slate; but the 
potential exists, and it will 
be surprising if tbe initiative 
is not pursued. 

A further alliance 
rumoured to be in tbe 
works is a so-called “yuppy 
slate,” likewise seeking to 
lure voters from both major 
parties. While Israelis tend 
to rigidity in their pofitical 
loyalties, recent years have 
seen toe success of several 
multi-party slates. The first 
model was Ronny Milo's 
victorious campaign . for 
mayor of Tel Aviv. Mr. 
Milo, another Likud mod- 
erate, contrived to forge a 
broad anfition that even 
extended- to left-leaning 
people from Meretz, who 
were won over when Mr. 
Milo broke ranks with his 
party’s opposition id toe 


Oslo accords. 

Another defector from 
traditional allegiances is 
Haim Ramon. Once a 
prominent young Labour 
hopeful. Mr. Ramon res- 
igned from Mr. Rabin’s 
cabinet and ran in tbe His- 
tadrut elections at the head 
of an equally eclectic coali- 
tion which managed to align 
tiie anticlerical Meretz with 
the rabbis of Shas. His suc- 
cess in wrestling toe unions 
from their discredited 
Labour leaders may have 
whetted Mr. Ramon’s 
ambitions. He recently 
assailed both Likud and 
Labour as "mutations of 
parties founded at the be- 
ginning of the century” and 
spoke of “a yearning for 
change in the political 
map... particularly deep 
among yonng people.” 
Although committed to 
serving out bis term as head 
of the Histadrut, Mr. 
Ramon has hinted that he 
might ran in 1996. In that 
event, he would endeavour 
to draw in his Iited mirror- 
image, Meir Sbitrit, who 


has likewise distanced him- 
self from that party's pre- 
sent leadership and its hard- 
line stance. 

A Ramon-Shitiit alliance 
could appeal to young vo- 
ters weary of the eternal 
Labour-Liknd division. 
With a fine of dovish prag- 
matism on relation wife 
Israel's Arab neighbours, 
and yuppy fibertesm on 
domestic matters — not- 
ably, opposition to the reli- 
gions laws both major par- 
ties have passed to appease _ 
Orthodox interests — such 
a slate might fulfill a spoil-, 
ing role, recalling the short- 
lived “Democratic Move- 
ment for Change” which 
ran in the 1977 elections, 
drawing huge numbers of* 
Labour votes to end 'that 
party’s 30-year monopoly 
on power and ease Likud 
into office. 

Yossi Sand’s amhWdns 

But in its attempt to woo 
the political centre, a 
Roman- Shitritt slate could 
face competition from 
another "young” politician, 
the fiftyish Yossi .Sarid 
(youth is a relative term in 
Israeli politics, long domin- 
ated by . septuagenarians 
Ukd Mr. Rabin, Shimon 
Peres and Yitzhak Shamir). . 
Mr. Sand . made his name 
mainly as a .vocal ted elo- 
quent dove; but since join- 
ing Mr. Rabin’s (tenner on 
tbe Meretz ticket, he has. 
traded his hard-teftting^ rhe- 
toric for a more statesman^ 
like tone, often serving as, ; 


Mr. Rabin’s chief apologist 
even~ when tbe prime minis- 
ter pursues policies be once 
criticised. Mr. Sarid recent- 
ly announced that he would 
run against the widely re- 
spected Sbulamft Atom for 
leader of Meretz, . but his 
ambitions extend beyond 
the wish to lead an ineffec- 
tive ragbag of leftish liber- 
als; he regteb himself as a 
future pome minister, and 
to that end, he has launched 
his own effort to capture 
the indispensable centre. 

In his more radical days, 
Mr. Sarid condemned the . 
settlements in the occupied 
territories as' obstacles to 
peace. But, foQomng. Mr. 
Rabin’s lead, Mr. Sarid is 
backing away from an afl- 
oat confrontation with tens 
of thousands of Israelis who 
. have made their homes 
beyond the “Green Line.” 
To tins end, be recently 
classified settleme n ts into 
three groups: those to be 
dismantled; those destined 
to "oome under a different 
sovereignty, probably 
Palestinian;” and a third 
group, in two "blocks,” to 
be annexed to IsraeL While 
Mr. Sarid did not elaborate, 
his “blocks” seem to refer 
to tiie dormxtoiy communi- 
ties around Jerusalem ted 
in tbe area realestate 
brochures designate as 
“five minutes from Kfar 
Saba,” on the western ran 
^of the occ up ied 
What e ver measure of indo- . 
, pen deuce - Palestinians . 
would ultimately achieve, 
the blocks have strategic 
value in securing Israels 
hold on Jerusalem,, and • 
broadening its “narrow 
waist” in the Netenya area. 

From Mr. Sarufs pers- _ 
pective, this plan has the 
further electoral appeal of 
leaving toe majority of set- 
tiers in their present homes; 
only the unpopnfar zealots 
of Gush Emuxnxn, settled in ~ 
or near Palestinian popula- 
tion centres, axe slated for 
removal. Tbs & precisely 
the "Centrist” position de- 
signed to attract nriddle-of- 

the-road voters who, while 
eager to cod the occupation 
and with no sympathy for 
Gosh Etounim, flinch from 
forcing follow citizens, from . 
their homes in places Hkc 
Ma’aleh Adumin.: Mr. 
Squid’s propos a l may fold .• 
. . little . appeal for. ralcsti- . 
maos; but mprt Pakstinjaps 
donottigurconlsradieleo-,- 
toral xdfls. . . 

Nevertheless, halfa mil- ■ 
Bon -Arabs are eligible to 
* vote^ constituting another : 
- 'iconstituency witfepctentfeL:. 
for poGticaL Kixprises.Tra^-. 
ditionally, .JsraeFs Palesti- 


" . V • 

man minority has shared its 
votes between Zionist par- 
ties and so-called “Arab 
dates” like the Connnnnist- 
Ite Democratic Front for 
Peace and Equality 
(Had ash) or the Arab 
Democratic Party (Mada). 
While consistently advocat- 
ing peace with the Arab 
states, and equality for 
Israeli Arabs, these parties 
are often at cross purposes, 
denying the Arab eonnnnn- 
fty effective representation. 
But cross-party, affiances in 
defence of Arab rights may 
have laid the ground for a 
unified slate seetong to cap- 
ture most or all Arte votes. 


A united Arab Hst 

Speculation hinges upon 
a possible affiance between 
the Islamist, movement 
headed by Sheikh Abdallah 
Nfanr Darwish, and secular 
intellectuals like Ahmad 
Tibi. At first sight, it seems 
like a strange coupling. The 
conservative Darwish and 
his followers have hitherto 
shunned the national stage, 
focusing their efforts on 
municipal work in Arab 
communities. Islamist slates 
have taken over a number 
of local co uncils, winning 
respect with effective and 
honest administration. Un- 
like the retiring Darwish, 
Mr. .Tibi is a dapper media 
celebrity, frequently 
appe a ring on Israeli televi- 
sion as articulate spokes- 
. man for Yasser Arafat, to 
whom be serves as adviser 
on Israeli aff ai rs. Bat while 
Mr. Darwish and Mr. Tibi 
appear to have little in com- 
mon /both are young prag- 
matists notable for .them 
pofitical. acumen;, tiiey. re-, 
centiy .worked in efifective- 
concert as mediators be- 
tween toe. Palestinian au- 
thority in 'Gaza ted die 
Han^ opposition. . 

.. Neither, man denies 
rnm tiu r e d plans to field a 
united Araolist in the 1996 
-efeefatt..' Mr. Darwish. re- 
centiy' admitted “we talk 
about It occasionally, in toe 
car din the; way to Gate!” 
Mr. Tibi noted that he is 
"obviously coordinated" 
with 'Mr. 1 Darwish in shared 
support for.;tbe Oslo 
accords. Other potential 
adherents include former. 
Knefeet mteaber Mctoam- 
mad MiarL “ PoBs already ~ 
show one m four Arab vq- . 
tars mefioed to support such 
an affimace^ . 
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masterraind ;of Mahfdaz 
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•38_ ■ "Cabinet endorses 

treaty, authorises Majali to 
sign if 

— Taber Masri quits race 


— PLO assails Israel's 
treaty with, iqt rian saying it 
notated thePLO’s own deal 
with tite Jewish state 

19 — Suicide bomber kiBs 
22, wounds over 40 in centre 
of Td AViy 

22 -^-Sa’ed Kaye! Stour 
elected speaker of the Lower- 
House by 41 to 36 
' 26. Trr 1 Jorc^n, Israel - sign 
historic deal ra Wadi Araba 
on Israeli-Jordanian borders 
and water rights with U.S. 
president as Witness : - 
; 30 Goverinnent bodies 
proposal to reduce customs 
pn -cars * 

— King urges end to un- 
founded criticism of peace 


Features 


By Sa’eda Kflani 

AMMAN — 1994 cannot be 
classified as good or bad for 
Jordan- It was simply histor- 
ic. 

The Washington Declare- ' 
tion of July 25 followed by 
the Wadi Araba treaty on 
Oct. 26 signalled a new phase 
in the history of the King- 
dom. After 46 years of a state 
of belligerency between Jor- 
dan and Israel, border cros- 
sings were opened and tele- 
phone fines linked. 

The U.N. Cairo confer- 
ence on population was 
another major event for the 
Middle East and the world as 
a whole. The conference that 
started with a great deal of 
haggling had nevertheless a 
happy ending. Confronta- 
tions between Muslim and 
Christian clergy on the one 
hand and liberals on the 
other ended in an unbinding 
but promising compromise. 
Cairo is already launching 
campaigns against circumci- 
sion of women and Jordan is 
planning to introduce family 
planning education at 
schools. 

There were sad moments. 

Queen Mother Zein AI 
Sharaf died on April 26 at the 
age of 85. 

. And happy ones: 

Custom duties on cars were 
reduced. 

Following is a chronology 
of events of 1994: 

January: 

7 — Jordan and PLO sign 
economic agreement 

"'t— Israel frees 101 Palesti- 
nians in goodwill gesture for 
peace. 

10 — Jordanian banks 
allowed to reopen one branch 
each in West Bank. 

16 — U.S. President Bill 
Clinton and Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad meet amid 
positive signals 

— House endorses draft 
budget after marathon de- 
bate 

— President Assad de- 
clares normal ties possible 
with Israel. 

— Ten men guilty of con- 
spiring to assassinate the 
King, 3 sentenced to d&th" 
22 — Syrian president’s 
eldest son Basel dies in acci- 
dent. 

— Malbas laments deficien- 
cies of laws to protect con- 
sumers in food, drugs 

— American rabbis visit 
Kingdom on peace support 
mission 

24 — Peace talks resume 
amid mbted signals 

30 — Jordanian diplomat 
Naeb Maayteh assassinated 
in Beirut 

31 — Former Prime Minis- 
ter Bah j at Talhouni passes 
away 

February: 

2 — Bomb explodes at 
Zarqa cinema, two injured 

— Iranian embassy re- 
portedly begins staff reduc- 
tion 

3 — Deputies demand 
Malhas substantiate his 
charges 

6 — Iran to cut embassy 
staff to 9 

— Two suspects confess to 
blasts, linked to Afghan re- 
turnees 

8 — Cabinet to endorse 
sales tax draft law 

: 9 — King urges govern- 
ment to ensure quality of 
food, water and drugs 

— Yasser Arafat and Shi- 
mon Peres sign agreement in 
Cairo. 

12 — Grindlays to reopen 
in West Bank 

14 — Toujan Faisal accuses 
fellow deputy of insult and 
assault 

16 — Zeid Rifai secures 
Higher Council seat, Mudar 
Badran resigns in protest 

— Arafat accuses Israel of 
facilitating arms trade in 
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MAKING HISTORY: Jordan and Israel sign a peace treaty in Wadi Araba on Oct. 26 


West Bank 

— House fails to end Faisal- 
Khreisha row 
20 — Yemeni leaders sign 
reconciliation accord here 

22 — PLO, Israel resume 
self-rule negotiations 

25-30 — Including Abu 
Nidal suspects arrested for 
Maayteh killing 
— Massacre at Hebron 
mosque, 60 killed 
27 — Bomb blast in Leba- 
non church claims 9 lives 

March: 

2 — Israel frees 500 de- 
tainees 

— House votes 59-3 
against lifting Khreisha’s im- 
munity 

5 — All four defendants 
found guilty in New York 
blast 

— 33 Iranian diplomats left 
Jordan 

9 — King performs Umra 
pilgrimage 

13 — PLO ready to resume 
talks, if U.S., Russia back 
U.N. move 

— Muslim World cele- 
brates Eid Al Fitr 
17 — Bank of Jordan to 
reopen branch in Ramallah 
18 — Security Council con- 
demns Hebron massacre, 
split on Iraq 

20 — House votes to dis- 
band all municipal councils 
by end of 1994 

— Crown Prince Hassan 
turns 47 

21 — Tunisian President 
Zine Al Abidine Ben Ali 
reelected with 99% vote 

23 — Parliament ends its 
first regular session 

26 — Arab League opens 
meeting, freezes changes to 
charter 

29 — King links Jordan's 
return to peace talks with 
lifting embargo on Aqaba 
31 — King receives Arafat 
message, restates stand on 
Jerusalem. 

April: 

4 — 49 expellees return 
home 

— Fire breaks out in Am- 
man’s Forte Grande Hotel, 
Italian guest killed 
— Regent says Jerusalem 
is inseparably linked to Islam 
8 — Suicide car bomber 
kills seven in Afula 

14 — Bus blast kills 6 in 
Hadera 


— IAF takes the case of 72 
Islamist detainees to premier. 

— Shootdown of U.S. heli- 
copters kills 21 allied military 
officers and five Kurdish 
officers by American war- 
planes. 

17 — Suspects in subver- 
sion plot rise to 35 

19 — Festivities held in 
Amman to celebrate comple- 
tion of the restoration work 
of the Dome oi the Rock 

— Lebanon cuts ties with 
Iraq 

— Passports of Hamas 
activists in Jordan withheld 

20 — Israeli army detains 
over 400 Palestinians 

21 — Israel, PLO reach 
deal on civil powers and wa- 
ter for Gaza 

23 — Fateh, Hamas sign 
no-violence accord 
26 — Queen Mother Zein 
Al Sharaf passes away 

30 — Israel and PLO sign 
economic agreement 

May: 

f — Jordan allows free 
entry and exit for West Bank- 
ers 

— Document of Arab eco- 
nomic boycott of Israel 
2 — Jordan marks 41st 
year of King Hussein's 
assumption of constitutional 
powers 

— Mandela wins elections 
4 — Israel, PLO sign 
autonomy accord 
7 — Yemenis fight civil war 
10 — Jordan, PLO open 
talks on economic accord 
13 — Israel leaves Gaza 
and Jericho 27 years after 
occupation, Palestinian 
police take over 
17 — Court finds Jordan 
Times guilty of violating 
Press Law 

23 — Jacqueline Kennedy 
dies 

24 — Sister of King Abdul- 
lah. Princess Saleha laid to 
rest 

26 — Lebanon tries 7 Abu 
Nidal suspects for killing 
Maayteh 

30 — House insists on seg- 
regating sexes at sports facili- 
ties 

31 — Israel releases hun- 
dreds of prisoners 

Jane: 

1 — Israel to bar Arafat 
from Jerusalem 


— ESCWA votes to move 
offices to Beirut 

6 — Jordan. Israel start 
talks on border demarcation 

— Government reappoints 
Mohammad Saeed Nabulsi to 
head CBJ 

8 — Cabinet undergoes 
major reshuffle 

— Jordan marks Arab 
Army Day 

9 — Israel agrees to demar- 
cate Jordan borders, study 
fair water sharing 

11 — 287 Palestinians 
freed, PLO gets 542 million 

12 — King heads for Lon- 
don en route to U.S. for 
check-up 

17 — OJ Simpson arrested 
on murder charges of his wife 
Nicole 

21 — West Bank, Jericho 
follow Jordan’s curricula; 
Gaza uses Egypt’s 

28 — Al Hussein born to 
Prince Abdullah and Princess 

RjELTiiSi 

— 29 killed, 98 injured in a 
road accident in Ixirid 

30 — Israel frees 500 pris- 
oners 

— Jordan, Paris Club 
reach agreement 

— Japan gets first socialist 
prime minister since 1946 

July: 

I — Arafat sets foot in 
Gaza for the first time after 
27 years of exile 

5 — Former Mayor of 
Jerusalem Rawhi Al Khatib 
dies at the age of 81 

9 — King Hussein says be 
is ready to meet Rabin in 
public to advance peace 

II — Vatican, Jordan to 
name ambassadors 

13 — Israel ready for dia- 
logue on Jerusalem shrines 
with Jordan 

14 — Israel expels 4 PLO 
men who entered Gaza with 
Arafat 

16 — Suleiman Qudah 
reelected chief of Jordan 
Press Association 

— Arafat reasserts dafrn 
over Arab Jerusalem 

17 — King says Jordan has 
the right to defend its rights 

18 — Jordan, Israel open 
talks in Wadi Araba 

— Blast at Jewish centre in 
sntisa kills 33 

19 — Subversion suspects 
appear in court for pre-trial 


— Coffee reappears at 
twice the price' 


20— Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter Peres makes first public 
visit by an Israeli leader to 
Jordan since 1948 

21 — Jordan hosts historic 
trilateral meeting 

25 — Jordan, Israel sign 
Washington Declaration with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
— end to 46 years of state of 
war 

27 — Jordan says its role in 
Jerusalem is unpolitidsed 

28 — Opposition parties 
demand change in one-sided 
coverage of peace talks 

— 300 students stage sit-in 
and burn the Israeli flag at 
the University of Jordan in 
protest against the Washing-, 
ton Declaration 

30 — U.S. to write off S696 
million m Jordan's debts 

31 — Jordan reiterates its 
non-political stand on shrines 
in Jerusalem 

August 

3 — King Hussein flies 
over Israel and Jerusalem 
with an Israeli fighter escort 
on his way home from foe 
Washington summit 

4 — Israeli Knesset votes 
91-3 in favour of the declara- 
tion 

— 47 deputies voice total 
support of King's moves 

6 — 1,000 militants protest 
against Bangladeshi writer 
Tastima Nasreen 

8 — Aqaba hosts 
Jordaxdan-Israeli summit 

— Jordan and Israel open 
direct telephone lines, a bor- 
der crossing between Aqaba 
and Eilat 

— Warren Christopher 
holds talks with Assad. 

9 — Jordan and Israel start 
negotiations on border de- 
marcation and water rights 

9 — UNRWA moves 
offices from Vienna to Gaza 

10 — Jordanian and Israeli 
survey teams demarcate 1928 
borders 

— Jordan marks 42nd 
anniversary of King’s acces- 
sion to the Throne 

15 — Crown Prince forms 
Royal Commission for Mod- 
ernisation and Development 

— Carlos the Jackal 
arrested in Sudan and flown 
to France after two decades 
on foe run 

. — PLO launches an unpre- 
cedented crackdown on 
Hamas members in Gaza 

17 — Jordan, Israel sign 


trade deal for West Bank 
market 

20 — Israel releases 247, 
exiles them to Jericho 

22 — Palestinians, Israel 
plan to buy oil from Iraq 

— 44 killed in Morocco 
airarash 

23 — Queen Noor cele- 
brates 43rd birthday 

— Israel. PLO reach deal 
on taxation and budget 

24 — Israel, FLO initialled 
a new agreement to transfer 
to the Palestinians responsi- 
bility for health care, tourism 
and other services through- 
out the West Bank 

26 — The end of the naval 
blockade of j Aqaba 

28 — Extremists threaten 
Cairo conference oa,popula- 
tion 

. 29 — PLO, Israel sign ear- 
ly empowerment deal - 

30 — IAF blasts U.N. 
population conference 

September: 

2 — Two killed, hundreds 
arrested in fend over Cairo 
conference 

— OIC urges Muslim 
states to attend Cairo confer- 
ence 

— The draft document was 
criticised by Muslim and 
Catholic groups who say it 
promotes abortion, homosex- 
uality and sex outside mar- 
riage 

— Israel halts a Writ by 
Benazir Bhutto to the Palesti- 
nian self-rule areas 

5 — Cairo conference on 
lation opens; heated de- 
ite over abortion 

7 — Islamists up m arms 
over U.N. conference 

8 — In a meeting with 
it. opposition resigns it-' 

to inevitable peace - 

— First Islamic bank 
approved for Palestinian self- 
rule areas 

10 — Compromise over 
abortion reached at Cairo 
conference, Vatican has re- 
servations 

— PLO prepares for elec- 
tions 

13 — Cairo conference 
adopts a 20-year plan aimed 
at broadening foe 
to population control. 

15 — Arab League hails 
Washington Declaration, 
says Jerusalem city must be 
restored to Palestinian 
sovereignty 

17 — King reiterates his 


resolve to continue historic 
role in Jerusalem .. .. 

19 — U.S. troops began 
occupation of Haiti 

21 ‘ — -Three journalists 
questioned over violations of 
press law . 

22 — Jordanians protest 
the transfer of some Latin 
American embassies in Israel 
from TeJAviv to occupied 
Jerusalem • 

26— Cairo prepares law 
banning, female circumcision 

27 — Al Urdnn Al Jadid 
Research Centre dosed by 
Amman Governorate for not 
having a licence 
. 29 ^Arafat wekxxnes Jor- 
dan’s dedrion to jove Palesti- - 
mans coretrot of religious 
affairs in foe West Bank but 
does not refer to foe parallel 
decision by the Kingdom 
reasserting its resolve to con- 
tinue to play its role is Arab 
East Jerusalem's Muslim holy - 
places 

October: 

3 — Arab League rejects 
GCC decision to relax a 47- 
year-oid economic boycott of. 
Israel 

‘4 — Jordan, Israel reach 
accords on common econo- 
mic projects 

6 — Supreme Court Chief 
Rifaat Shammoat resigns 

7 — More than 60,000 Ira- 
qi troops begin deployment 
in southern 'Iraq near border 
with Knwait . • . 

— Israel begins clearing 
minefields in -watfi Araba 

9 — IAF criticises GCC for 
lifting Arab boycott 
• 10 — Tension rises as Iraq 
insists, on its-stand 


company raises 
foreign capital 

11 — Iraq announces pull- 
back from bonier 

12 — -. Rabin suspends' 

autonomy talks in Cairo after 
the kidnap of an Israeli sol- 
dier - ' 

13 — _U.S~.says Iraq stfll 
poses threat 

.14 — Israeli hostage, com- 
mando and three kidnappers 
killed in an attempt to rescue 
the soldier held postage by 
the Hamas group 

— Egyptian writer Naguib 
Mahfouz is stabbed by ex- 
tremists 

17 — Jordan, Israel initial 
peace treaty 

— Opposition -rejects' 
aocord 


to un- 
peace 

, — ^ Ail' unprecedented 
Arab-Israeli economic con- 
_ ferenoe opens in Casablanca 

November: 

■ 2 — Jordan, Israel and' 
Egypt ret' op joint bank 
. A — - 21 Jordanians killed 
and 11 missing in flashfioods 
that swept foe country ' 

.' 7 — Lower House en- 
dorses peace treaty (55-23) 

9 — Health Muri&ry re- 
ports 110 AIDS cases 

— .Jordan- Israel treaty 
constitutionaiised 

10 — Iraq endorses a .re- 

- solution recognising Kuwait 
within U.N. aefined bound- 
aries ' 

13 — Customs duties on 
cars reduced 

14 — Jordan celebrates 
"Eng’s birthday 

15 — Iraq notifies U.N. of 

.recognition of Knwait but 
sanctions unchanged . ' 

- 19 — First tomato consign- 
ment to leave for. Israel - • 

13 Jailed, 200 wounded 
in PNA-Hamas dashinGaza 

20 — Geagea goes on trial 
tin blast, murder charges 
’. — Local tomatoes 'foil 
: Israeli t$st - 

; . of -Jorda- 

. niafl tomato' enters Israel af- 
. ter successfully passing quali- 
ty control and specifications 
tests - 

22 — IAF urges France to 

- lift ban - on scarf . - 

— Eng awards medals and 
gifts to peace negotiators 

- . — Fateh holds a meeting to 

counter Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad - 

— Eight killed in Palesti- 
nian fighting in ’Ain Al Hil- 
weh 

■ 27. — Jordan and Israel 

announce the establishment 
of dipkanatic ties; Marwan 
Muasher appointed first 
ambassador to Israel 

28 — EU lifts armsembar- 
go on Syria 

December: 

6 -^- HIndawi submits res- 
ignation, dtes disagreements 
in Cabinet over polides in 
post-peace era 

8 — Government presents 
*95 budget to Parliament 

— Senator; Ahmad 
Obeidat resigns, former 
Minister of Labour Qassem 
Obeidat takes Iris seat 

10 — - Rabin, Arafat, Peres 
receive 1994 Nobel prize in 
■'recognition, of . their historic 
self-rule deal 

H Jordan, Israel open 
embassies 

Opposition stages rally 
against opening of Israeli 


.12.^— Jordan votes against 
repeal of , capital pumshment 
law 

1 1 3007Umvereity students 

protest foe opening of Israeli 


IC o sI ted on page 3) 




His Majesty King Hassein accepts applause from members 
of foe U8. Congress before addressing them on July 25 and 


amomdiig foe end of foe state of befltgereo cy be t ween 
Jordan aid Israel (AFP photo) 
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GCC countries give 
way to private sector 


With closing of Treuhand, chapter of German unity ends; 


ABU DHABI (AFP) 
Arab Guif states, reeling 
under weak oil prices, enter 
the new year with plans to 
push ahead with sweeping 
reforms ushering in the end 
of government domination of 
the economy and enabling 
the private sector to tap their 
enormous overseas re- 
sources. 

After decads of subsisting 
on government spending, the 
private sector in the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) is becoming 
increasingly independent ana 
has started to record sustain- 
able growth rates despite per- 
sistent reductions in state 
budgets due to low oil prices. 

Officials and economists 
said they expected the private 
sector to become the pivot of 
t economic growth in the com- 
ing years after it had played 
only a marginal role in mas- 
sive infrastructure projects 
during the oil boom. 

They cited government pri- 


vatisation plans, new incen- 
tives for industries, the large 
domestic liquidity, the liberal 
economic policies and mod- 
em infrastructure that wfll 
woo in local and foreign in- 
vestors. 

“While substantial govern- 
ment investments had laid 
the foundations of sustained 
economic growth in many 
areas and die creation of a 
large infrastructure base, the 
GCC private sector is now 
bound ‘to increase its parti- 
cipation and eventually take 
the lead in future economic 
development,'* GCC Secret- 
ary General Fahim AI Qassi- 
mi said. 

“Privatisation of key public 
sector enterprises such as pet- 
rochemical plants, telecom- 
munications. airlines and re- 
fineries is now firmly on the 
agenda for die GCC coun- 
tries,'* he told an offset con- 
ference in Abu Dhabi. 

GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, 
Oman and the United Arab 


Emirates (UAE) — 
announced economic reforms 
to cushion the impact of low 
oil prices jhat have created a 
persistent shortfall in the 
budgets and turned large sur- 
pluses in their balances of 
payments into deficits. 

Although most of them 
slashed spending in 1994, 
they still projected a deficit of 
around $9.5 billion compared 
with J 14 billion in 1993. Their 
trade balance continued to 
record a surplus of around 
$18 bfllion in 1993 but the 
balance of payment suffered 
from a defiat of S40-S50 bil- 
lion due to continued Gulf 
war payments and a rise in 
services imports and remitt- 
ances. A . 

“GCC economies have 
continued to grow despite 
lower oil prices over the past 
years. But this is due to a 
growth in the private sector, 
or in other words, the non-oil 
sector,*' a Gulf economist 
said. 


China attributes highest level of 
inflation to ambitious reforms 


BEUING (R) — China’s in- 
flation in 1994 hit its highest 
level sinoe the 1949 commun- 
ist takeover, and officials Fri- 
day attributed this to ambi- 
tious reforms to sweep away 
Stalinist central planning and 
create a market-oriented eco- 
nomy. 

The economy grew more 
quickly in 1994 than the gov- 
ernment had planned and in- 
dustrial growth far outstrip- 
ped agricultural growth, but 
losses reported by China's 
huge inefficient state enter- 
prises also rose sharply. State 
Statistical Bureau spokesman 
Ye Zhen told a news confer- 
ence. 

Gross domestic product 
(GDP) grew by a preliminary 
estimate of 11.8 per cent to 
4.38 trillion yuan ($515.3 bil- 
lion) in 1994, exceeding 4.0 
trillion yuan ($470.6 billion) 
for the first time, he said in a 
year-end report. 

Beijing had set a nine per 
cent growth target after the 
economy expanded by 13.4 
per cent in 1993 and 12.8 per 
cent in 1992. Economists are 
forecasting similar growth in 
1995. 

“At present China is still 
one of the countries... with 
potential for most vigorous 
economic development." Mr. 
Ye said. “Generally speak- 
ing, the economic perform- 
ance for the year 1994 is 
basically normal, the achieve- 
ments made are encourag- 
ing.” 

Rapid economic growth 
was in part to blame for the 
two key indices of inflation 
remaining above 20 per cent 
— more than double the offi- 
cial 1994 target of 10 per 
cent. 

The consumer price index 


rose 24.2 per cent compared 
with 1993, while the retail 
price index, a narrower mea- 
sure that excludes services, 
climbed a year-on-year 21.7 
per cent. 

“The major problems ex- 
isting in the economic per- 
formance are the price rise of 
consumer products is high... 
in the transitional period of 
shifting to the market eco- 
nomy, the price rise is un- 
avoidable,” Mr. Ye said. 

The government had 
underestimated the 1994 im- 
pact of raising the price of 
grain — the key commodity 
still under state control — 
coupled with disastrous 
floods and drought that furth- 
er fuelled the rise in agri- 
cultural prices, he said. 

Mr. Ye predicted inflation 
would foil in 1995. 

The government would im- 
plement no price reforms in 
early 1995 as part of its cam- 
paign to cool inflation, Mr. 
Ye said, but declined to say if 
any sectors would face price 
liberalisation in the second 
half of the year. 

“What we need now is a 
certain period in which to 
digest the price rises that 
we’ve seen already," Mr. Ye 
told Reuters. “I can say that 
in the first half of 1995 we will 
be digesting prices, not car- 
rying out further price re- 
forms.” 

Inflation was 13 per cent in 
1993. China said it wanted to 
hold inflation around 10 per 
cent in 1994, but officials and 
economists concede the goal 
is unattainable in 1994 or 
1995. 

“I think a lot of people do 
not understand that much of 
. what we are calling inflation 
: is the result of planned price 


BERLIN (R) — Germany’s 
Treuhandanstalt, the agency 
charged with privatising the 
former East Germany’s in- 
dustry. shut its doors Friday, 
ending one of the most con- 
troversial chapters in the his- 
tory of German unification. 

Often criticised for selling 
eastern German industry at a 
dizzying pace that put mil- 
lions out of work, agency 
officials took a last chance to 
defend what they called the 
real nuts and bolts of malting 
the dream of unification a 
reality. 

“We have laid the ground- 
work,” Birgit Breuel, tbe 
self-assured Treuhand . presi- 
dent, said in defence of the 
agency's quick-setloff policy. 
“It was die only conceivable 
way to give these companies 
a chance for the future.” she 
said. 

Working out of the forbid- 
ding building that used to 
house the Nazi air force, tbe 
Treuhand’s highly-paid west- 


ern managers and yuppie 
business graduates sold off 
14,000 firms in the past A~Vi 
-years b ehind a wafl of near 
secrecy over how they did it. 

Despite frequent protests 
and several hunger strikes to 
protea against plant closures, 
only one and a half million of 
the nearly four million people 
employed by the compam^= 
the agency took control of in 
1990 are still working. 

Instead of reaping profits 
that could be distributed to 
ail east Germans, as the 
agency was originally de- 
signed to do, it ran up debts 
and was accused of turning 
eastern Germany into an ia^ 
dostxia] wasteland. — 

Treuhand Finance Direc- 
tor Heinrich Hornef said the 
agency’s total deficit would 
be doseT to 260 billion marks 
($167.5 billion) than the 270 
billion marks ($174 billion) 
initially envisaged. Hie de- 
ficit for this year alone would - 


total just under 35 bOliou 
marks ($22.55 bilHon). 

Successor agencies that will 
oversee some contracts and 
sell off real estate will have 65 , 
unsold firms on their hands. " 

Manfred Leanings, 
Treuhand administrative 
board chairman, defended 
tiie agency's record, saying 
. t hat the human and financial 
“costs would have been much 
higher if the agency had 
moved less swiftly to sell off 
the former communist indus- 
try. 

“Over the past few years, 
tbe Treuhand agency was the 
place that gathered the 

be said. 

“There were no rules to refer 
to when modernising, priva- 
tising and also shutting down 
such a large number of com- 


ic the final days of this 
year, the agency clinched 
some of its toughest priyatisa- 
-nfijn deals. It managed to find 


reach unemployment edges up 


reforms,” Mr. Ye said in an 
interview. “There are some 
who would argue this 
shouldn't be called inflation 
at all.” 

China has said it wants to 
deregulate the prices of 
almost all commodities as 
part of the 15-year-old re- 
forms of paramount leader 
Deng Xiaoping so the eco- 
nomy becomes a system gov- 
erned by the market and not 
Communist Party bureauc- 
rats. 

Mr. Ye said coal, which 
provides 70 per cent of Chi- 
na's energy and whose supply 
price is still held artificially 
low. was in serious need of 
price reform. High black 
market prices have been a 
factor in boosting inflation. 

Industrial added value 
grew, by 18 per cent in 1994 to 
1.84 trillion yuan (S216.5 bil- 
lion), with foster growth re- 
corded in coastal areas and 
the non-state economy, Mr. 
Ye said. Industrial added 
value grew 21.1 per cent in 
1993 compared with 1992. 

Beijing issues figures 
sometimes for industrial out- 
put sometimes for industrial 
added value. 

At the end of November, 
losses of state-owned enter- 
prises were up 27.6 per cent 
from a year earlier, he said. 
Reforms in 1995 could force 
these loss-makers to turn a 
profit or face bankruptcy. 

Fixed asset investment 
soared by 28.5 per cent to 1.6 
trillion yuan (SI 88.2 billion), 
a growth rate-30 percentage 
points lower than last year 
due to a credit crunch. 

The incomes of both urban 
and rural dwellers rose after 
inflation, Mr. Ye said. 


PARIS (R) — French unem- 
ployment edged higher in 
November but the labour 
ministry Friday said tbe job- 
less trend was still beading 
downward in tbe longer term. 

A seasonally adjusted 
3.000 people joined the un- 
employment rofl in Novem- 
ber, taking tbe total to 
3,337,200. 

Hie jobless rate based on 
International Labour Orga- 
nisation criteria, which ex- 
clude jobseekers who did any 
work, was unchanged from 
October at 12.6 per cent of 
the wo r kforc e and in hire 
with forecasts by economists. 

But the figure may canse 
some embarrassment for the 
government, which had 
promised unemployment 
would end 1994 at about the 
same level as it started it. 

Influential daily newspaper 
Le Monde led its front page 
with the story, noting that at 
the end of November it was 
some 47,000 higher than in 
December 1993. It was un- 
likely to foil by so much in 
one month, so the govern- 
ment would probably miss its 
target. 

Nonetheless, tire paper did 
not dispute the offidahthesis 
that unemployment was sta- 


Labour Minister Michel 
Giraud said the slight in- 
crease was in line with a 
stabilisation of the labour 
situation over the previous 
six months and a slowdown in 
unemployment was still dear. 
Tbe November jobless rate 
was the same as that in April. 

Conservative Prime Minis- 
ter Edouard Balladur has 
been saying unemployment 
has peaked and is on its way 
down. He has promised to 
slash tbe jobless register by a 
millio n in five years. 

But in tire run-up to a 
presidential election in May, 
with the unemployment rate 
still near its record 12.7 per 
cent, be will be hoping for 
more sharp falls like a drop of 
17,700 in October, which was 
tire biggest monthly decline 
in four years. 

Mr. Balladur is likely to 
declare his candidacy official- 
ly in January, pitting Himself 
against the leader of his own 
party, Paris Mayor Jacques 
Chirac, who has been cam- 
paigning on the need for 
more radical government ac- 
tion to create jobs. 

Mr. Giraud noted a decline 
in new jobless registrations 
due to a drop in forced re- 
dnndandes, which were 40 


per cent lower than in July. 
‘There js dearly an indisput- 
able deceleration,** he said. 

Jobs Ifove been created at 
tfGlfe a rapid rate in 1994 as 
tne economy recovered 
sharply from the recession 
that struck hard the year be- 
fore. 

But that renewed econo- 
mic activity has also tempted 
a lot of people not previously 
registered at the labour ex- 
change to start looking for 
work. That increase in the 
so-called active population 
has meant that new jobs have 
not been transformed into an 
immediate fall in unemploy- 
ment. 

Friday’s data followed 
another piece of minor but 
unwelcome economic ■ news 
'for die government. Banks 
raised their base lending rates 
by 0.30 percentage points late 
Thursday. 

That move merely re- 
flected the recent trend in 
money-market interest rates 
and economists said it would 
have no impact on the econo- 
mic recovery or on official 
bank of France polity. 

But it is unlikely to please 
ministers, who .axe frying to 
conv in c e a sceptical electo- 
rate that things are looking 
up. 


Peruvian president says economy 
grew 12.8 per cent last year 


LIMA (R) — President 
Alberto Fujimori said late 
Friday that preliminary data 
-shows that the Peruvian eco- 
nomy grew by 12.8 per cent 
in 1994 -,d had tire highest 
growth in the region. 

_ During a television inter- 
view, Mr. Fujimori said “the 
data we have np to now 
shows the economy grew at a 
rate of 12.8 per cent but we 
expect that will be adjusted 
downwards to 123 per cent.” 
He also predicted Pern’s in- 
flation to reach 15.5 per cent 
for the year. 

Last week, the Economic 


Commission for Latin Amer- nomic growth predicted for 
tea (CEPAL), an organise- the country would translate 
tion of the United Nations, into better living standards 
sakiPern’seconotfiy giew the for^Pcnivtans, Mr. Fnjijori 
fastest in the region in 1994; _ sakJ “gist we have to have 


estimating its growth at 11.7 
per cent. 

“An in t e resting figure pro- 
vided by CEPAL is that next 
year, Peru is again going to 
be number one in the region 
in economic growth. Hiey 
foresee 63 per cent (growth 
rate) ” Mr. Fujimori said. 
“It’s going to som ething 
more” than tbe CEPAL’s fi- 
gure," be added. 

When asked how the eco- 


macroeconomi c stabilisation 
and then it will gradually 
trickle down to the popula- 
tion.” 

Currently, about 12 million 
of Pern’s 23 million people 
are living in poverty. 

“When there is faster eco- 
nomic growth, there are 
more tax collections,” be 
said, adding that these re- 
sources are being channelled 
to tbe neediest sectors. 



Andy Capp 




Tve got the traditional Christmas 
spirit— exhausted and cranky!” . 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
i0 by Henri Arnold end IMwAigMon 

Unscramble masa (our JumMre. 
one letter to each square, to toim 
tour ordtoary worts. 

Nexr shell get her doctorate 1 

-2r \ / I 


LUGIE 


DUBUSE 


GLEGGI 



Ho» arrange it* .dieted letters to . 
tofin the surprae answer, as sug- 
gested ty fre above cartoon. 


Prim answer here: BY 


Yesterday's 


{Answers tomorrow} 

Jumttee: GUU.T MOOSE ttmng \NXJtTf 
Answer WhaS lawyers often tee in a courtroom — 
TRYING TIMES 


buyers for such large and 
bard-tosell plants as steel 
mifl Eko Stahl, raikar builder 
Deitfscbe Waggonban and. 
the Buna qheimral works^ 

-- But the powerful LG. 
MetaD trade urnon points out . 
that whet* it shuts down, the 
agency will leave behind a 
region where ' industry Ires 
shrunk to only 30 per cent of 
its former size and only one 


in four previous factory jobs _ 
remains. r 

Hoist Wagner of tbfc LG. 
Metall union in. Berlin-- 
Brandenburg said only 18 per - 
cent of the workforce, now 
have jobs in 'industry in his 
state compared to' 38 per cent 
in rich western regions. 

“The deindustrialisation 

we feared has arrived;” he 
said. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 1,199 5 ; 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. CanoB FSghter Fopd^icc 

_• _■ •/_ 1 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The. triple Moot In Capricorn con- 
junction to the San, Merenty'andNeikmm adds power to this pew 
Moo n whi ch starts o ur Not Year off with a positive bang in more 
ways than are immediately apparent. ■ *. 

ARIES: (Match 21 to Aprfl 19) Yon can imp rov e relations with 
others very easily. Prtyomscif in their shoes-in order to understand 
their position -better. . 

TAURUS: (April 20 to Mty 20) Quiet activity is your best mode of 
proc e dur e now. so get busy early and gun your alma easfly. Show 
more affecti on for year loved ones. ... 


MOON CHILDREN: (Jm»22 to July 21) 
somethin g in the outride worid, wear a 
mate more. 


want to acrorapfish 
Tty to please yop 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Make new contacts -and cultivate thqp 
for more ra p po r t in the future. Avoid one who fans an eye on yqgr 
assets wants to make .it his or ben. - £:| 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 2 
to have more import with yonr mate, 
deal with one m bnstnesL 


Yon get fine ideas as tb bon 
’our intuition tells yon how ip 


LIBRA: (S e ptember 23 to October 22) Sec those clem frieadi who 
are inefined to push yon into doing tiriqg» which are advantageous t6 
yon. Avoid a tricky mdrridual today. ^ ' 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) If you nse & di ffere n t 
ap proach at whatever tasks you get into, yon can soon fetish than. 
Tree it easy fought with yap 1 loved ones. ~ ■ 

SAGnTARIOSr(Novembe&g2 to December 21) Htii is a good day 
to be with those yon are moofond of and sbo are congenial and fan 
to be with. Get yoar appearance at fcs best. 

CAPRICORN: (December £ to Jammy 20) This is a good day for] 
Kwiiw a time at-home wife others. Invite ftnwA' 

nvt associates who are rf uw n i ng intn your house 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Get in tonefa with per sons 
whom yon like but have not seen in some tone. Then get out and 
visit people who are very dose to yon. . 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Make your borne more 
charming by adding ait objects, etc. Handle snail r ep air s around 
year home and you can .save yomadf a tot of money. 

B i rthstone of January: Garnet — Rose Quartz 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY, JANUARY 2j -1995 ' 

By Thomas S. Pierson,- Astrologer, CarroB Righter foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Six positive today should 

preside the eamharisyon need to relaunch yoanetf in exn ctly the 
right direction mat wffl make certain yon attract the attention of wafl 
placed higher iqx. -nr. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) TteP.B a good 'day for making 
reflections, paying biOs and p ro blematical affai r s . Be most 
ca refu l m driving on the highway. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to Mty 20) Get yonr health and'appearance 
improved during the daytime so that yon can be with imp o rtant 
friends at p lea s ures winch will be most eqjoyaMe. 



a new project during the daytime 
tonight winch coti&l oe very beneficial. 


studying new interests 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Show business people you 
deriwffliwtnA you are consdretfcaa at yam.icsponribrnties. Clean 
out fi l e s and drawers at your office. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Be sure to 
you have made to partners today. Cone to a better 
wife an associate m fee evening. 

Stern AMB: (November 22 to Dece mb e r 21) Be sure you handle 
duties very carefoBy today. Hnd tome- better way of pfeasiog fellow 
associates in fee evening. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Be sueyou handle tbe 
d et a ils of entertainment plans carefully in the memting. Drive wife 
care whQe oo the Highway. ... . * 

AQUARIUS; (January 21 to February 19) Be sure to keep p r omi se s 
made to tin and be-beipfol in problematical affaire. Get canght up 
on routine activates put off until now. . 

HSCE& (February - ® to March 20) Yon can handle lette r .writing 
and other paper work very wdl today, so get busy on tins. Keep an 
eye cm your waiter so you can have extra money. • 

Birthstone of Jbumary: Garnet — Rose Quartz 


THE Daily Crossword i*™™. 


ACROSS 

5 Least ha 
8 Yawn 

(2 Fareatovamptm 
l3Ua> 

T4 Day 
IS Go bset— 

TB Uka — of bricks 
17TaaftpaA»r 
MFwnm 
30 Loser to a~ 


mmum 

iilll 

mmm 


UHHBiiiaai 


■ amara ai 
aaaan r *mmm 


mmmm aus aaiKB 


pBZZfosshreit 


□□□□□ uuuu acu 
caaaa uuaa □□mol 
aonan dodo aoDa 

LJaaGQCJ GCQ OULJC3 

cinoaa aauuue 
□Daaaaoa qsd 
aeae cdcq oaara 
uaouc anDan □□□□ 
□□□□□ QQno ooan 
Liao paosccsa 
QDnCDQ QOEJQQ 

□□□a ana ooHOTTn 
□□□a aaaH GnnQa 
toiiaa naao qqqdu 
□ a BQau uagqq 



^ r •Txs.u.t*. 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 

IE -- 

^ Labour 
violations 
£ reach 

I 18,000 

■fr* According to the minister 
u.. of labour, the number of 

permits issued to foreign 
" i workers declined from 96,000 

in 1992 to 56,000 in 1993 and 
^ went down further to 50,000 
in 1994. Most of the foreign 
labourers worked in the con- 
strnction, agricultore and ser- 
' vice sectors. Some technical 
experts worked in other areas 
^ and for Arab and foreign 

? investors. The ministry issued 

.18,000 violations last year 
“ and fined the employers for a 
total of JD1 million for hiring 
•foreign workers without per- 
mits. The tnuristry has 31 
vocational training centres to 
train Jordanians m order to 

- have them replace foreign 
workers. The ministry, which 
monitors about 100,000 in- 
stitutions. has banned foreign 

~ workers from 15 professions, 

including accounting, phar- 
maceuticals, clerical and driv- 

- ing (A 1 Ra’i). 

: ☆☆Nutri Dar is a new public 

- shareholding company float- 
ing one million shares worth 
JD 1 million for public sub- 
scription, Registered under 
number 257 at the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade on Sept. 
29, 1994, with a JD4 milli on 
capital, 27 founders have sub- 
cribed to JD3 million. Main 
founders are: Dar A1 Dawa 
Development and Invest- 
ment Company (JD1.2 mil- 
lion), Nizar Jardaneb 
(JD375,QOO) and Jordan In- 
vestment and Finance Hank , 
(JD 100,000). Tire new com- 

- aims mainly at p 


sorption starts Saturday, Jan. 
7, 1995, and ends Jan. 26, 
1995 (A! *Ra*i). 

Jordan Export Develop- 
ment and Trade Centres Cor- 
poration will participate in 
two fans in Dubai and Egypt 
to be held during March 
1995. Interested Jordanian 
manufacturers wishing to ex- 
hibit their products should 
contact the c or poration be- 
fore Jan. 10, 1995, for the 
Egyptian fair (A1 Ra’i). 

☆☆The Amman Bank for 
Investment denied having re- 
quested to open any branch 
in Israel or tile Palestinian 
territories. A bank official 
said the bank bad only sub- 
mitted appl ica tions to open a 
representative office in 
Ramallah. The bank last year 
signed an agreement with 
Bank of Palatine to be its 
correspondent in the West 
Bank and Gaza (AI Ra’i). 

☆"☆A dispute between an 
agent in Jordan and an Iraqi 
buyer has entangled the 
transport company which has 
24 of its refrigerator trucks 
loaded with meat stock ax the 
Jordan ian-Iraqi border. The 
trucks have been blocked at 
the crossing for more than 21 
days (Al Dostomr). 

-Tr-tr The Greater Amman 
Municipality has decided to 
incorporate the profession 
and health licences in one 
form as of the beginning of 
1995. As such, businesses are 
required to bring both li- 
cences when applying for re- 
newal next year in order to 
gat a unified licence (Al Dus- 
tcrar). 

Under an agreement 
signed between the dvfl avia- 
tion authorities of Jordan and 
Malaysia, Royal Jordanian 
will increase the number of 
hs flig&s to Koala Lump ur to 
three per week (Al Aswaq). 

☆•☆ Saw£ Arabia decided to 
give Jor dan ian drivers of re- 
frigerator tracks a six-month 
multiple entry visa. Previous- 
ly, Riyadh was allowing the 
drivers a o ne - week or two- 
week single journey visa. 
Since Jocdaniaa r e f ri g e ra tor 
trucks go beyond Sa**fe Ara- 
bia to die other Gtif coes- 
. tries of Oman. Bahrain, 
,*7 Qatar and the United Arab 
Enureses, «a what the driven 
hope for now is to obtain 
transit visas to the countries 
in addition to the six-mouth 
Saudi entry visa (Al Aswaq). 


Mexico turmoil likely to 
cause only ripples in U.S. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
turmoil engulfing Mexico's 
currency and economy is like- 
ly to create only minor rip- 
ples north of the border in 
the huge U.S. economy, eco- 
nomists said. 

The approximately 40 per 
cent slide in the value of the 
peso is expected to cut the 
price of Mexican goods im- 
ported here, particularly fruit 
and vegetables, silver jewel- 
lery and leather. 

Grocers, electronics stores 
and others catering to Mex- 
icans who cross the border to 
shop in states such as Califor- 
nia and Texas are likely to 
see sales foil because of the 
peso’s woes. Reports from 
the border area say sales 
already have dropped. 

U.S. industries that export 
to Mexico — such as auto 
parts, telecommunications 
equipment and plastics, 
among others — are likely to 
see sales there drop in the 
short inn. The peso’s weak- 
ness makes U.S. goods more 
expensive in Mexico. 

But economists expect no 
shock waves that would really 
afreet the robust growth and 
low inflation the U.S. enjoys. 

“Although Mexico is an 
extremely important trading 
partner, recent events there 
are unlikely to have a major 
afreet on the U.S. economy,” 
said David Gould of the 
Federal Reserve Bank of 
Dallas. 

“We have two countries 
that are very integrated with 
one another, which leads in- 
vestors to think that when 
one has a problem the other 
will suffer,” said Mark 
Spiegel of the Federal Re- 
serve Bank of San Francisco. 

“But I just don’t see it, 
because the Mexican eco- 
nomy is so small relative to 


the United States.” be 
added. 

The U.S. output of goods 
and services worldwide last 
year was nearly 20 times that 
of Mexico. Put another way, 
the United States accounted 
for about a quarter of world 
economic output in 1993, 
according to World Bulk 
data. 

Mexico is vying with Japan 
to be the United States's 
second largest trading partn- 
er after Canada. 

The North American Free 
Trade Agreement that joined 
the United States, Mexico 
and Canada into a buge trad- 
ing bloc at the start of 1994 
has helped fuel U.S.-Mexican 
trade, said the Commerce 
Department. U.S. exports to 
Mexico have been running a 
record average rate of SI 
bfifion a week since May. 

But because trade with 
Mexico accounts for only a 
fraction of the S5.4 trillion 
U.S. economy, the impact of 
the turmoil m Mexico on 
overall U.S. inflation and 
growth is expected to be 
slight, said economists. 

U.S. exports to Mexico of 
goods, services and receipts 
of income from investments 
in Mexico accounted for ab- 
out one per cent of U.S. gross 
domestic product in 1993. 

Imports from Mexico of 
goods and services and pay- 
ments of income for Mexican 
investments in this country 
equalled about one per cent 
Of GDP, 

Economists expect the flow 
of U.S. exports to slow, at 
least in the near term. 

And the higher Mexican 
interest rates accompanying 
the turmoil are expected to 
restrain growth south of the 
border, curbing demand for 
U.S. goods and services. 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(December 26 - December 30, 1994) 

AMMAN — Die dollar depreciated sharply against major 
European currencies at the aid of last week, while depreciate 
ing sfigbtly against the yen. It ended the week 1.92 per cent 
lower against the marie, 131 per cent lower against sterling 
and 037 per cent lower against the yen. 

While New Yoik and European centres dosed on Christ- ! 
mas holiday Monday, the dollar depreciated against the 1 
marie and rose marginally against the yen and sterling 
I Tuesday. The dollar wowed little reaction to the release of 
die U.S. consumer confidence index showing an increase 
from 100.4 daring November to 102.2 daring December, its 
highest levd in four and half years. On the other hand, the 
Mexican currency continued its depreciation against the 
dollar, due to dealers’ concern over the Mexican govern- 
ment’s economic policy. 

Die dollar declined sharply against other major currencies 
Wednesday. Its decline came on the back of rumours, later 
denied by the U.S. Treasury Department, that the Mexican 
government used its line of credit from the United States and 
Canada to support its currency. Analysts indicated that the 
dollar's decline was due to the cost to the U.S. economy 
associated with extending credit to Mexico. 

The dollar rose against other major currencies Thursday. 
The rise materialised in spite of the mark’s appreciation 
against the Italian and Spanish currencies in cross trading. 
Political instability in both Spain and Italy lead to wide 
spread selling to both currencies against the mark. 

At the end of the week, the dollar retreated against European 
currencies, while tiring slightly against the yen. Its decline 
was attributed to thin trading ahead of the New Year 
holiday. 

The U.S. emit, thus ended the week at 13495 marks, 99.75 
yen and at SI 3665 to sterling. 


» trmr York Closing 
OJS. Dollar 
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Currency 
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Swiss Franc 
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French Franc 
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0.37% 



World financial markets wrap up bleak ’94 


LONDON (R) — World 
financial markets Friday 
quietly wrapped up a bleak 
year that many traders in 
Europe and Aria would like 
to forget, but there were 
widespread hopes that 1995 
would be much better for 
stocks. - 

Of the major markets, only 
the two largest, Tokyo and 
New York, made good gains, 
of 13.24 and 2.4 per cent 
respectively. 

m Europe the euphoria at 
the start of the year soon 
gave way to gloom and there 
were sharp losses in Paris (17 
per cent) London (10 per 
cent) and Frankfurt (seven 
per cent). 


Although Tokyo did well 
in rebounding from reces- 
sion, foreign investors were 
still cautious at the end of the 
year after the market’s de- 
cline since the summer on 
dwindling volume. The key 
index has yet to reconquer 
the 20,000 level. 

Other Asian markets had a 
rough time as Hong Kong, a 
strong riser in 1993, lost a 
whopping 31.1 per cent on its 
Hang Seng index, one of the 
worst performances in 12 
years. 

Sydney also did poorly, 
losing 12 per cent. 

What started the rot, mar- 
ket experts agreed, was the 
signal from the U.S. Federal 


Rafsanjani plans 1,000 
stores to tame bazaar 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s Pres- 
ident Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani, faced with com- 
plaints about empty store 
shelves and high prices, has 
announced plans for setting 
np a 1,000-store chain to end 
the hold of bazaar merchants 
on retailing. 

“The leech-like elements 
standing between production 
distribution and consump- 
tion... will have to be elimin- 
ated,” said Mr. Rafsanjani at 
the Friday prayers in Tehran. 

“Our situation in distribu- 
tion dates back to centuries 
ago— (it) has to be adapted 
to requirements of today’s 
world,” he said. His sermon 
was broadcast by state 
Tehran Radio. 

Bazaar merchants were 
among the main supporters 
of the late Ayatollah Ruhol- 
lah Khomeini’s 1979 Islamic 
revolution. 

They were pushed to the 
sidelines during the 1980s 
when the government, at war 
with Iraq, took control of 
most of the economy. They 
were given a bigger role 
under free-market reforms 
launched after the end of the 
eight-year war in 1988. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said the 
plan involved setting up a 


chain of about 1,000 stores at 
a capital of one trillion rials 
(S572 million at the official exchange 
rate). The figure is closer to 
S370 million when converted 
at the open market rate. 

He said 60 per cent of the 
capital would be raised by 
offering shares to the public 
starting next week. The state 
would gaurantee the princip- 
al and a 20 per cent annual 
return for the first five years. 

The rest of foe capital for 
the chain of stores called 
Refah (welfare) would be 
provided by foe Commerce 
Ministry, state banks and 
municipalities, he said. 

The plan is foe latest m a 
government anti-profiteering 
drive launched in October 
and which bazaar retailers 
have been singled out as foe 
main cause of spiralling 
prices. 

“Store shelves are empty 
of cheese, butter and cream,” 
the hardline Kayhan news- 
paper said this week. It said 
the price of grains, veget- 
ables, clothing and other 
items has increased. 

The plan to set up the 
stores has met with opposi- 
tion from an influential Isla- 
mic organisation grouping 
bazaar merchants. 


Reserve in February that the 
period of easy money was 
over and that the central 
bank was determined to get 
to grips with inflationary 
pressures. This alarmed the 
bond markets, which succes- 
sively demanded higher long- 
term yields to compensate for 
their fears of inflation. 

The knock-on effects soon 
undermined stocks, causing 
many analysts to revise their 
earlier bullish forecasts and 
catching out many investors 
stuck with over-valued shares 
and who then gambled that 
the downturn would soon re- 
verse. 

At the end of the year, 
several countries such as Bri- 
tain and France were basking 
in solid growth, low inflation 
and good corporate profits 
that seemed to augur well for 
the future. 

Analysts said the Paris 
bourse should recoup this 
year's losses in 1995 with 
solid investment and earnings 
growth, and low inflation 
more than offsetting nervous- 


ness ahead of the French 
presidential election in the 
spring. 

But many analysts say that 
in today’s electronically link- 
ed markets, national markets 
could not operate free of 
pressure from elsewhere. 

“The world's economies 
and markets are increasingly 
interdependent and interna- 
tional perspectives and fun- 
damentals will ultimately 
matter most,' 1 said Graeme 
Knox of the Scottish Amic- 
able Insurance Group. “The 
U.S. economy remains the 
key.” 

Wall Street gurus believe 
the economy is headed for a 
modest slowdown in 1995. 
Some U.S. economists are 
confident Federal Reserve 
Board Chairman Alan 
Greenspan will steer the eco- 
nomy to a soft landing that 
will be good for company 
profits and stocks. 

But many sceptics in 
Europe are not so sure, sug- 
gesting the U.S. market after' 
its rise this year is overvalued 
and that sentiment might not 


easily withstand a likely 
further ratcheting up of in- 
terest rates early in the new 
year if the economy con- 
tinues to steam ahead at a 
four per cent growth rate. 

Many London analysts see 
a double-digit percentage rise 

in prospect for the FTSE 100 
after the grim 1994 but the 
strong economic picture 
might be undermined by poli- 
tical uncertainties nearing an 
election that the Labour Par- 
ty is favoured to win. 

A rebound in the dollar is 
expected to improve senti- 
ment for U.S. markets in 
1995 and ease pressure on the 
Japanese yen, but analysts 
say things could change if 
Germany's Bundesbank 
starts raising interest rates to 
combat inflation. 

. “Further Federal Reserve 
tightening in the first half of 
next year means the dollar 
'will remain strong but in the 
second half other countries, 
Germany in particular, will 
start to 'tighten,” said James 
Montier, economist at Klein- 
wort Benson. 


UAE and Qatar exempt 
from new Arab Gulf share rules 


ABU DHABI (R) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Qatar have won 
an exemption period from 
new rales intended to widen 
share ownership in stock 
markets in the six Arab Gulf 
states, a UAE official has 
said. 

The official confirmed a 
report in the Al Bayan daily 
saying foe two states would 
not yet apply rales allowing 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) citizens to own and 
trade certain categories of 
shares in each other’s coun- 
tries. 

The UAE’s exemption is 
for five years. It was not clear 
if Qatar’s was for the same 
period, and Qatari officials, 
were not immediately avail- 
able for comment. 

The six GCC states — 


Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the 
UAE, Oman, Qatar and 
Bahrain — announced the 
new rules last week as a first - 
step towards linking the re- 
gion's stock markets. 

The UAE and Qatar have 
yet to implement plans 
announced last year to set up 
official stock exchanges. In- 
vestors in both countries 
trade shares through brokers. 

GCC citizens can trade 
shares in official exchanges in 
Kuwait and Bahrain and with 
some limitations in Oman. 
But the Saudi exchange, the 
region’s biggest, is open only 
to nationals. 

“The reason for the ex- 
emption was to give us some 
time to formulate regula- 
tions,” the official told Reu- 
ters. “It’s only a technical 
matter. There are no political 


implications." 

A local broker in the UAE 


said the exemption would not 
have much effect in any case 
because 20 of the 26 stocks 
now traded there are banks, 
insurance firms or exchange 
houses — categories ex- 
cepted from the new GCC 
rules. 

In addition, a large propor- 
tion of foe equity of the 
remaining six firms is owned 
by government bodies. But 
the new rale would become 
significant if state-owned in- 
dustries in the UAE were 
sold off to the private sector, 
the broker added. 

In Qatar 22 stocks are 
traded of which nine are 
banks or insurance firms. 
Two of the remaining firms 
are Saudi. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. JabaJ Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls Schools 

Taka away is available 

Open daily 12:00-330 p.m. 
7:00 — midnig ht 

Tel.: 638968 


SZECHWAN GARDENS 
EHINESE RESTAURANT 
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M1NG-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Besr Cooking. 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - Amencan 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pjn 
6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
Tel.: 861838 
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Vatanen looks for 5th Paris- Dakar title 


GARANADA, Spain (AFP) 

— Ari Vatanen mil make an 
emotional retnra to the Paris- 
Dakar rally Sunday, an event 
he dominated to win four 
times between 1987 and 1991 . 

FOr the second year run- 
ning the first competitive 
stage is raced at Granada in 
Spain on New Year’s Day. 
The rally then sets sad for 
Africa from Spain to miss 
Algeria because of the terror- 
ist trouble there. 

Flying Finn Vatanen, also 
world rally champion in 1981, 
did not compete in die Paris- 
Dakar the last two seasons to 
concentrate on the world 
championship circuit. 

But the 42-year-o!d, who 
fives in France and will drive 
for Citroen, was glad to make 
his seventh appearance in this 
most prestigious event in the 
off-road world circuit. 

Vatanen said the two cir- 
cuits required totally diffe- 
rent abilities, adding “you 
cannot compare them, the 
disciplines are so different. 
But me Dakar is so important 

— from a media and an emo- 
tional point of view. 1 have 
missed it.” 

France’s Hubert Auriol, 
1992 race winner and now 
race director, won the rally 
twice on a motorbike before 
breaking both ankles in 1987 
and switching to cars. 

He has planned a 
10,066km drive through five 
countries. The 14 timed 
stages on uncharted routes 
make np 6,169km and a 
speed limit has been imposed 
for driving through ■ villages.' 

In 16 years, 35 drivers have 
been killed although the 
number of African villagers 
killed in remote hamlets is 
not recorded. 

A satellite-linked compu- 
ter the size of a shoe-box on 
every car and motorbike will 

Foreign 
all-stars 
beat Milan 

MILAN (R) — An interna- 
tional all-star team handed 
European Champions AC 
Milan a 3-2 defeat in a friend- 
ly but the real Winners were 
UNICEF — wfab 1 will be„ 
given the $30,000 receipts'. ' 

All eyes were on Bulgarian 
Hristo Stoichkov but the 
newly-crowned European 
Footballer of the year had a 
quiet afternoon, playing just 
65 minutes. 

Young Greek striker Nikos 
Macblas of Ofi Crete stole 
the show, scoring the second 
for the “Christmas Stars” and 
then seeing his last minute 
shot deflected to give bis 
team victory. 

Milan's Croatian midfiel- 
der Zvoninrir Tab Ramos, 
who suffered a fractured skull 
in the 1994 World Cup finals, 
levelled in the 64th minute m 
front of a 20,000 crowd. 

Machlas shot the interna- 
tional team ahead three mi- 
nutes later before Milan's 
Paolo- Di Canio equalised 
with a spectacular bicycle 
kick eight minutes from time. 

But Machlas had the final 
word, his 25- metre shot hit- 
ting Milan’s Gianluca Sordo 
and looping over goalkeeper 
Mario lelpo. 


Wihdat take 2 point lead; Hus 
lose again and drop to 3rd 





Finland's Ari ^ Vs 
Rally (AFP photo) 


and French GQfes Picard drive off thdr Citroen at the predeparfoore of the Farfa-Dakar 


ensure no-one can do a Mark 
Thatcher. The son of the 
formed British premier 
gained the rally international 
attention when be got lost in 
the Sahara 10 years ago. 

The rally has been conde- 
mned by the Vatican as a rich 
man's sport in starving Africa 
and occasionally seems to get 
out of control. 

But Auriol said: “It might 
sometimes seem chaotic but 
this is Africa. It cannot be 


organised like a Formula One 
grand prix.” 

Former rally world cham- 
pion Ari Vatanen of Finland, 
who has won four times, is 
favourite in a Citroen ZX. 
Jacky Idoc of Belgium, six- 
time winner of the Le Mam 
24 Hour sports car classic and 
Paris-Dakar winner in 1983, 
makes his comeback at 49. 

Frenchman Marcel 
Hugneny, at 80, is die oldest 
of fee 86 drivers. He is driv- 


ing a Toyota Landcnrisex. 

Stephane Perhansel of 
France, who missed last 
year’s rally, is favourite to 
win his fourth motorcycle ti- 
de. There are 98 riders. 

The rally costs abont 
120,000 francs ($24,000) for 
private drivers but Citroen 
and Mitsubishi w£Q each be 
investing abont 600,000 
francs ($ 120 , 000 ) in what is 
basically a publicity exercise. 

The organisers, who also 


Ailing Ma to turn over his 
army to new commander 


BEUING (Agencies) — 
China said on Saturday if 
was looking for a tempor- 
ary replacement for super- 
coach Ma Junren, who has 
trained an “army” of 
women world reconi hol- 
ders in middle distance run- 
ning events but is at odds 
with some of his athletes 
over division of money and 
prizes they won. 

“Due to poor manage- 
ment, division of prizes and 
other problems, it is a fact 
that there are some differ- 
ences between Ma Junren 
and some (team) mem- 
bers,” Cui Dalin, deputy 
director of the Liaoning 
Provincial Sports Commis- 
sion in northeastern China, 
told the China Sports daily. 

Ma has been accused of 
keeping most of the money 
and prizes won by his su- 
perwomen middle and 
longdistance runners, and 
one local newspaper said 
they bad packed their bags 
and 301 K home. 

Cui denied the “Ma 
family army” of had been 
disbanded. 


“It is not as serious as 
some small newspapers re- 
port it to be. The Liaoning 
women’s middle- and long- 
distance has not- been du-! 
banded the Ma family 
army is still persistently 
training,” Cui said. 

“The Liaoning Provincial 
Sports Commission is en- 
deavouring to look for a 
temporary replacement for 
coach Ma Junren." 

Ma is in hospital after he 
was hurt in a car crash in 
Liaoning on Thursday 
when his Mercedes Benz 
struck a highway barrier 
while be was driving from 
Ansban, his hometown 
where his father died on 
December 16, to his train- 
ing centre in Dalian, offi- 
cials said Friday. 

“Nobody is perfect Ma 
Junren has shortcomings 
and (committed) mistakes, 
but the organisation can 
help him rectify and over- 
come," Cui said. 

“The Ma family army 
does not belong to just one 
person. The Ma family 
army belongs to the whole 
country. We should protect 


it, love it and help it so dial 
it can bring more honour 
and glory to the (Commun- 
ist) party and the people." 

Ma J fcuc. hree Mercedes 
Benzes and has spent seven ; 
million yuan ($824,000) on j 
his training centre, out of 
total winnings of his 
athletes of 10 million yuan 
($1.18 million), the Libera- 
tion daily said recently. 

The cars were prizes 
given to thre of his super- 
women for their perform- 
ances at a World Athletics 
meet last year in Stuttgart, 
Germany, the newspaper 
said. 

The newspaper quoted 
Wang Juzuda, one of die 
three, as saying she has 
received 170,000 yuan 
($20,000). $60,300 and 
yuan 1.000 ($12 8 ) from Ma 
and that Qu Yunna, another 
member of Ma's team, has 
received about 65,000 yuan 
($7,650). 

Wang said that the 
money she has received is 
only a part of the total she 
has won, the newspaper 
said. 
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put on the Tour de France 
cycling race, have hired 29 
doctors, a mobile operating 
theatre, 10 helicopters, 22 
light aircraft and 32 vehicles to 
look after the cast of 500. 

One millio n litres of gas 
and 750,000 litres of kerosene 
is needed to keep the convoy 
tearing. 

Last year’s Paris to Dakar 
and back was a flop so tire 
organisers have returned to 
the Dakar finish Jammy 15. 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Tunes' 

AMMAN — As first divi- 
sion soccer teams took a 
mueb-deserved one week 
break, A1 Wihdat settled 
comfortably with a two- 
point lead atop, the 12 -team 
standings after a crushing 
6-0 victory over AI Jeel, 
while former leaders Al . 
Hussein dropped to third 
place after losing 2-0 to Al 
Ramtha who moved up to 
second. ■ 

With five more weeks 
left in the competition, Al 
Ahli finally improved their 
standing and moved up to. 
fifth after a 1-0 win oper. 
Kufrsonm. It was their 
third consecutive win after 
defeating Al Jeel 2-0 and 
Shabab Al Hussein 4-0. 
They thus tied with Al 
Jazfreh with 19 points but 
lead on goal difference. 

Al Arabi remained out of 
the last four for now after 
their goalless tie with Sha- 
bab Al Hussein Saturday. 
AI Wihdat vs. Jceb Last 
placed Al Jeel defied Al 
Wihdat only during the first 
half .in .which Jamal 
Mahmoud netted AI 
Wihdat ’s first goal from a 
penalty kick in the 27th 
minute. 1 

However, A) Jeel col- 
lapsed in the second half 
during which Abdallah 
Abu 2&me' added the 
second goal in the 51st mi- 
nute. Striker Jihad Abdul 
Mun’em scored his first 
goal 12 minutes later giving 
Al Wihdat a 3-0 lead. 
Mahmoud received a pass 
from Marwan AI Shamali 
to score the fourth goal in 
the 75th minute. 

Abdul Mun’em then 
added the fifth and sixth 


goats in the 82nd and 85th 
minutes to the delight of 
over 10,000 cheering fens. 

Al Wihdat win next face 
Kufrsonm whDe AT Jeel 
will play Al Arabi. .... 

AJ Jazireb vs. Qadissieh: Al 
Jazireh have foiled to score 
a victory during the second 
round of the competition.. 
Their goalless draw against 
Al Qadissieh was their 
fourth tie. They also lost to 
Al Ramtha and Al Faisali 
and are now sixth. 

- Al .Qadissieh were not 
much affected by the result 
however they will have to 
score some wins to . move* 
out of the ~ relegation- 
threatened last four. 

: Al Qadissieh will next 
play titleholders Al Faisali 
while Al Jazireh meet Sha- 
bab Al Hussein. 

R amth a vs. Hussein: Al 
Hussein again lost to Al 
Ramtha by their first round 
score of 24). ; . - . 

■ Al Ramtha will now have 
the chance to move-ahead- 
when they meet lowly Al 
Karmel in. their upcoming . 
match. - 

KhaJed AL Aqqouri 
scored Al Ranjtha’s first 


goal in the 46th minute, 
wide Badran Al Sbaqran 
added - the second in the 
83rd minute. 

Ahli vs. Kofi-soura: Al 
AhH*s win over Kufrsonm 
was a vital one demonarat- 
ing their consistent form 
during the second round of 
the competition was not by 
chance. Their latest wins 
have moved them among 
the tap five- before they 
face Al Hussein in their 
upcoming match. 

Naxt Yadaj scored Al 
AhlTs only goal in the 76th 
minute. 

Faisafi vs. Kansct The tit- 
leholdeis' expected victory 
was only thmr second in 
this round. Their latest 
string of draws against Al 
Ahli, Al Wihdat and Al 
Ramtha and a 1-0 loss to Al 
Arabi have prevented them 
from improving their stand- 
ing. 

Striker Jiryes Tadros 
opened scoring in the 5th 
minute. Sub hi Suleiman 
added fee-other two in the 
15th and 68 th minutes after 
Subhi Awad and Jamal 
Aba Abed lost definite 
chances. 


STANDINGS AFTER 17TH WEEK 


P W D L GF GA Pis. 


Wihdat 

BamHa 

Hussein 

Fataafi 

Ahfi 

Jazfreh 

Kufirsouui 

Arabi 

Qatfissieb 

Subtil All 

Karmel - 

Jed 


17 12 5 
17 11 5 
17 12 2 
17 8 7 

17 7 " 5 
17 7 5 

17 8 1 

17 5 5 

17 4 6 

17 1 4 

17 1 4 

17 1 1 


— 24 

1 35 

3 42 

2 28 

5 23 

5 21 

8 27 

7 19 

7 19 

12 17 
12 12 
15 10 


3 29 

10 27 
18 26 
9 23 

20 "19 
18 19 
28 17 
27 15 
23 14 
37 6 
41 6 
43 3 



French yachtswoman Isabefle Auti&sfcr’s disabled yacht 
bobs in the Southern Ocean off Australia. A naval frigate 


was expected to reach the crippled yacht at now Sunday 
(AFP photo) 


Austissier “sad and cold” awaiting rescue 


A windsurfer tries out a flooded rugby pitch as gales lashed Southern England bringing chaos to many rail and road 
networks (AFP photo) 


SYDNEY (Agencies) — 
French solo yachtswoman 
Isabelle Austissier was 
spending New Year’s eve ‘sad 
and cold', adrift in frigid seas 
between Australia and the 
Antarctic Saturday as she 
waited to be winched off her 
de masted ocean raoer. 

The Australian Maritime 
Safety Authority said Autis- 
sier bad battened down for 
the night as another front 
moved into the perilous re- 
— known to sailors as 
'roaring forties.' 

She was reported to be in 
good health as she faced her 
fourth mghi adrift since setting 
off emergency beacons from her 
yacht Ecuretn Poitou Charentes 
Q Wednesday. 

Winds in the region about 
900 nautical miles (1,600 km) 
south of Adelaide were blow- 
ing above 40 knots, whipping 
up frigid seas into a three- 
metre (18-foot) swell. 

The Australian frigate 
Darwin was due m the area 
about 6.30 a.m. Sunday (1930 
GMT Saturday) and it was 
expected that Autissier 
would be winched off around 
8 a.tn. (2100 GMT). 

Authority spokesman 
David Gray said radio con- 
tact had been made by over- 
flying Australian Air Force 
aircraft Saturday. 

Tm fine, in good health, 
but sad and cold and Fm 
looking forward to getting 


off,” Autissier was quoted as 
saying. 

There had been specula- 
tion that Autissier, the only 
woman participant in the 
BOC round the world solo 
challenge, may not want to 
leave her boat as it would 
disqualify her from the race. 

However. Gray said it was 
dear ‘she's keen to get-off.* 

Gray said weather condi- 
tions for the area looked 
promising for the airlift with 
winds expected to drop to 
20-30 knots. 

A Sea Hawk helicopter, 
with a medical officer 
aboard, will fly the last (185 
km) for the rescue and return 
to the Darwin within a few 
hours, he said. 

The ship is based in west- 
ern Autralia. 

The navy will not be in- 
volved in attempt to salvage 
the high-tech 18-metre (54- 
foot) yacht. Gray said. 

Rescue officials said Antis- 
sier had four litres of water 
and enough food for 24 
hours. 

Autissier reported Friday 
that there was a 1.5 metre 
gash in her cabin winch had 
resulted in flooding the rear 
compartment. She also said 
she had lost all steering. 

“Her main aim now is to 
keep as much water out of 
the boat as possible," Gray 
said. 

Officials said rescuers were 


avoiding unnecessary con- 
tact 

"They don’t want to spend 
a lot of time talking to her — 
it only uses up the 1 batteries 
on her radio,” Gray said. 

Autissier, .38, was heading 
for Sydney in the second leg 
of the BOC round the world 
solo challenge when she acti- 
vated the emergency beacons' 
at 5.45 p.m. (0300 GMT) 
Wednesday. 

Autissier has been under 
constant observation from 
Royal Australian Air Force 
(RAAF) Hercules t ra nsport 
and Orion maritime recon- 
naisance aircraft,' which have 
circled the yacht in round-! 
fee-dock shifts since it was 
first spotted by a Hercules 

Thursday. 

RAAF personnel had to be 
recalled from Christmas holi- 
days to maintain a pool of 
crews for the - operation, 
which defence department 
sources said is expected to 
cost mo re th an one m illion 
dollars ($770,000 US). 

Serge Vmand, a member 
of her yacht’s land-based sop-, 
port team, talked to her by 
radio Saturday morning from 
a Hercules which has Men in 
constant radio c ommmii ca- 
tion with her. 

Assuming the rescue is sue-, 
cessfui, fee Darwin, which 
left Fremantle in Western 
Australia on Thursday, will- 


take Autissier either to Ade- 
laide in South Antraha or to 
Hobart on the island state of 
Tasmania. — 

BOC media director Dan 
McConnell said the rescue 
operation had been brought 
forward by several hours and 
the. helicopter would be latm- 
ched as soon ash came within 
range of the yacht. 

The yacht will be aban- 
doned as it presents ho 
hazard to other shipping, 
although AMSA officials said 
it was expected its insurers 
would attempt to salvage the 
vessel. • 

This was the second dis- 
masting for the Ecnrenil 
Poitou Charentes IL It was 
forced to stop at Kerguelen 
island- on December 13- for 
repairs after losing her mast 
during this second leg from 
Cape Town to Sydney. 

Autissier, who has beat 
sailing since she was seven 
years old, is a marine science 
professor from La Rochelle 
on the west coast of France. 

She competed in the 199CF 
91 BOC - singlehanded race 
and in May, wife a crew of 
three, broke the New York to 
San Francisco record around 
Cape Hcan by l7 days in fee 
same boat. 

Frenchman Christophe 
Auguin finished first in the 
feg from South Africa is Ms" 
sloop Sceta Qdberson a.fort- 
nigbt ago. 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Presents: A world famed 
movie picture worth 
watching: 

THE FL1NTSTONES 

Shows: 12J0, 3 JO. 6: IS. 8.30. 10:30 


Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel. -.699238 i Gnema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


The Lion King 

for children only 

Show* 10:30. 1*30. 3J0. 5:00. 6:15 

Roddy Piper — Billy Blanks 
in 

Back in Action 

Shows: 8-30. 10:30 


CONCORD *1’ 

Sylvester Stallone^haron Slone... 

m 

THE SPECIALIST 

fcCO. &JS, HttO 

CONCORD *2* 


Shows: 3:15. 5:15 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

will soon present: 

Mousa Hiiazin 
(SUM’AA) 

in the satirical political 
comedy: 

Hi Cituen 


Tel.: 675571 


Presents . 

AbuAwwad 

in the soda! comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are availabfe all 
day 


N&bH & Kffiham's ~ ' TeL: 625155 

AHLANTHEATRE 

: Presents: 

The polititiaf satire: . 

AI Salam Ya Salam 

Daily at 8:30; 

Saturday. & Saudayistbe 
theatre”* holiday. - 

in English Sunday ' 

January T5, 7995 • 
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Quarterback legends to face 
off in NFL playoffs 


MIAMI (AFP) — It’s Ac most mouth- 
watering quarterback match-up to grace the 
grst round of the National Football League 
playoffs — Miami’s Dan Marino v Joe Monta- 
na of the Kansas City Chiefs. 

It wiD be only the third meeting between 
die two. Inevitably, it begs die question who 
is greater — Marino with his four American 
Conference passing records and his NFL 
season records for touchdown passes 
total yardage, or Montana with his four 
Super Bowl titles? 

Both men say the question can’t be 
answered in a single game, but the debate 
mges on. 

know people will be looking at the 
match-op between os,” Marino said. “But the 
real match-up is our defence against Joe -and 
die other way for me. 

“HI be juiced up regardless. It’s a. playoff 
game, and that’s what if sail about.” 

Montana, who wants to-add at least one 
more season to his 15-year NFL career, 
added: “If we were on the field together 
playing bead-to-bead, it would be different. 
But it doesn’t work that way.” 

Between them the two have thrown passes 
totalling 85,724 yards, that’s more than 48 
miles, for 601 touchdowns. 

They enter Saturday’s AFC first-round 
game as aging, batde-scaned warriors. 

Marino, 33, Bmps noticeably in the wake of 
surgery last year to repair a torn achilles 


tendon. 

Montana, ever more fragile at 38, has a 
braised right knee that forced him out of last 
week’s final regular-season game against the 
Los Angeles Raiders. 

The last time they met it was in the Super 
BowL That was 10 years ago, when Montana 
led the San Francisco 49ers to a 38-16 victory. 

The fact that he is now on a quest for a fifth 
Super Bowl tide only adds to the frustration 
for Marmo, who never made it bade to the 
duunmonriiip game. 

“The rings are a team effort,” Montana 
Ty re e s . “It’s not a one-man tiling. What he’s 
doing is far and above anything dial's been 
done in this league for years. 

Marino is second only to Fran Tarkenton in 
career pasting yardage and touchdowns. De- 
spite the adnlles injure, the worst of his 
12-year career, he anil hkely play for several 
more years. - 

Montana, who ranks fourth in those cate- 
gories, hopes to squeeze one more season out 
of Ids battered body. But he knows time is 
short. 

“I know it’s coming to an end,” he said, 
“ft’s not something I can come back to, so I 
want to make it last as long as I can.” 

Despite Ids praise for Marino, he also 
knows that he would not trade his Super Bowl 
rings for Marino’s records. 

Given die choice, he said: ‘Td take the 
rings-” 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Mills signs lor Indonesian club NHL lawyers to hold weekend talks 


YAOUNDE (AFP) — Former Cameroon 
international Roger MDla has come out of 
retirement to sign with an Indonesian dub, it 
was revealed this week. MiOa, who became 
die oldest player to appear mid score in a 
World Cup in a 6-1 loss to Russia in San 
Francisco, has left for Jakarta. However, 
MDla?s departure surprised both die Came- 
roon Football Federation and the sports 
ministry as be is officially still the administra- 
tive director of the national tide. MDla was 
arguably die major personality at the 1990 
World Cup in Italy as his goals, celebrated 
with Ins own “snake hips” style dance, helped 
Cameroon to the quarter-finals. 

PMbns centre Iras surgery on hand 

AUBURN HILL, Mkhigaii (AFP) — Oliver 
MiHer of the Detroit Pistons had surgery 
Friday for a broken right hand and will be oat 
for four to six weeks, the National Basketball 
Association team said. Miller had a pin 
inserted in his rigkt hand after doctors de- 
cided his hand was not healing properly. 
Doctors also put guard Marie Macon’s 
sprained right aside in a cast. He is expected 
to bam tbec ^i^a 0X1 

Top player MlledliPcar smash 

CHEEfV Italy (R) - — Andrei Kuznetsov, 
Russiaonteinatibnal voBeybafl player with 
ItalijjDK&ie Les Copains, died in a road crash 
FrklayuigiR, the dub said Saturday. A car 
bdng3pveahy Ukraine-bom Kuznetsov, 28, 
hit red alongside a central Italian 

hig^rin^^fice said. No other vehicle was 
mvcflm^i^Detsov’s wife was slightly in- 
juied mpit^jicckJent but his two children 
escaped “This is an irreplaceable 

bumrajjp^mimral loss for ns,” said Les 
Copaji^^ ^pp pt Vanm Monari. 

Nei^^mertawU be lost for season 

LONDQJJ(R) — English title contenders 
Newcastfcinay have lost Belgian international 
defepder Phaippc A&ert for the rest of the 
season- Britich papers reported on Saturday 
that AJberitnsearned off the training ground 
in agowy-fiaday after twisting his knee. 
Newcastle manager Kevin Keegan, whose 
fotmh-pJacedaidewcre pUying Norwich away 
in the Pr emie r League, was quoted as saying 
he befiewed the injury to be serious. “It looks 
HkeqadatoBgameitts and tint means we can 
forget ham for the rest of the season,” said 
Keegan, “ft’s a tremendous loss and Fm 
desperately di sa ppointed for him. 

‘No room for Satenko’ 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian national coach 
Oteg Rpma n tse y finally spelled out that he 
had no room in has squad for Valencia striker 
Oleg Satenko, who tins year set a World Cup 
record by scoring five times in a tingle game. 
“Every coach has bis own concept ... at tins 
time my ams t Miw mad I me selecting those 
players who we think can help us the most,” 
he toMafiye soccer ffisntwkm pr o gramm e on 
Russira: retention. “It’s time we stopped 
bringing up this topic so rA m b ecause it’s' 
starting to bore me, S he sad when asked why 
Satenko was nokmger ptavisg for Russia. 
Romatsev dropped Satenko for the European 
Champjoariups qualifier against San Marino 
in October, saying he had not earned the right 
to a u tomati c selection. Russian joanaKstssay 
Romatntsev does not tike Salcnko, one of a 
number irf- players who rebel le d against for- 
ma' coach Pavel Sadyrin before me World 
Cap and then changed their minds. Satenko 
— who scored a record five goals against 
Cameroon and fimdsed as joint leatfing scorer 
mtheWbridO§> — insists he shoeld be in the 
squad and says Romantsev wants to drop all 
those rebels who returned to the fold. 


NEW YORK (R) — With the National 
Hockey League facing a January 16th dead- 
line for tiie cancellation erf what is left of the 
1994-95 season, lawyers for die two tides in 
the labour dispute will meet this weekend. 
Players Association head Bob Goodenow and 
NHL commissioner Gary Bettman talked by 
telephone and scheduled the meetings as the 
lockout nears the end of its third month. The 
general 1 consensus is that an agreement must 
be readied in approximately one week in 
'order to start the season bytheowner’s desired 
date. Toronto Maple Leafs general manager 
Cliff Fletcher is returning from a vacation in 
Hawaii and will represent die owners as well 
as NHL vice president Jeffrey Pash. The 
union will be represented by lawyers Bob 
Riley and John McCambridge. 

Oberwiesenthal combined called off 

BONN (R) — A nor die combination world 
cup team event scheduled for Saturday and 
Sim day in the German resort of Oberwiesen- 
tfaal was called off because of heavy rain and a 
lack of snow, organisers said. They added that 
a quint event scheduled for January 3 in Reit 
Im Winld and another team event set for 
Januaiy~7-ad-£-ie Sehottacfe, also in ^Ger- 
many, were also in danger of postponement 
or cancellation. A decision was due to be 
mi»A» on Sunday. 


O’Neal 

leads 

Magic 

over 

Clippers 

ORLANDO (R) — Shaquille 
O’Neal scored 38 points and 
Anfemee Hardaway had 36, 
including four during a 9-0 
Orlando run to start overtime 
as the Magic gained a 116-105 
win over the Los Angeles 
Clippers Friday. 

The Magic led 101-99 with 
34 seconds left in regulation, 
but Tony Massenbuig hit a 
pair of free throws with 26 
seconds left for the Clippers, 
forcing overtime. 

Orlando took control in 
overtime, scoring the first 
nine points to take a 110-101 
lead and cruised from there. 

In Cleveland. Mark Price 
hit a three-pointer to tie the 
game and converted a tech- 
nical foul shot in the final 
2:19 as the Cleveland Cava- 
liers beat the Atlanta Hawks 
87-85. 

The loss denied Atlanta 
head coach Lenny Wilkens of 
his all-time record 939th 
career NBA coaching win. 
Wilkens is tied with former 
•Boston Celtics coach Red 
Auerbach. 

In Milwaukee, Scott Bur- 
rell scored 10 of his 25 points 
during a key ran in the 
second and third quarters as 
the Charlotte Hornets gained 
a 101-94 win over the Mil- 
waukee Bucks. 

Larry Johnson also scored 
25 points for Charlotte, 
which has won 11 of its last 14 
meetings with the Bucks. 

Burrell scored 10 of his 
points to spark a 22-7 Char- 
lotte ran that turned a 51-38 
second-quarter deficit into a 
60-58 in the third. 

In Washington, David 
Robinson scored 30 points 
and Chuck Person added 27, 
bitting on eight three- 
pointers, as the San Antonio 
Spurs beat the Washington 
Bullets, 115-101, for their 
eighth victory in nine games. 

Calbcrt Cheaney scored 23 
points and Juwan Howard 
contributed 18 points and 15 
rebounds for the Bullets, who 
lost their third in a row and 
11th in their last 12 jgames._ 

At Utah, Hakeem Ola- 
juwon scored 37 points and 
Robert Horry hit two key 



Mark Price of the Cleveland Cavaliers #25 dribbles around Ride Fox of the Boston Celtics (AFP photo) 


three-pointers down the 
stretch as the Houston Rock- 
ets beat the Utah Jazz, 111- 
103. 

Olajuwon has scored 114 
points in his last three games. 

Vernon Maxwell, scored 
16 points for the Rockets. 

Karl Malone led Utah with 

25 points and 14 rebounds. 

In Dallas. Roy Tarpley tied 

a season-high with 22 points 
to lead sue players in double 
figures as the Dallas Maver- 
icks cruised to a 110-94 vic- 
tory over the Golden State 
Warriors, snapping their los- 
ing streak at four games. 

Rookie point guard Jason 
Kidd fell one assist short of a 
triple double and was one of 
four Dallas players with 10 or 
more rebounds. 

In Denver. Reggie Wil- 
liams sank a pair of free 
throws with 1.2 seconds left 
to ice the game as the Denver 
Nuggets held off the Portland 
Trail Blazers, 118-114. 

Clyde Drexler scored 39 
points, including eight during 
a 10-point run that gave Port- 
land a 114-113 lead” with 41.7 
seconds left. But Denver 
scored the final five points to 
seal the win. 

Mahmoud Abdul Rauf had 

26 points to lead the Nuggets 
in scoring for the eighth 
straight game. 


In Indiana. Derrick McKev 
scored 21 points and Reggie 
Miller scored 10 of his 12 in 
the decisive third quarter as 
the Indiana Pacers won their 
ninth straight home game 
with a 96-79 rout of the 
undermanned New Jersey 
Nets. 

Byron Scott had 14 points 
and Rik Smits 12 for Indiana. 

Benoit Benjamin had 21 
points and 12 rebounds and 
Armon Gilliam had 18 points 
and 10 rebounds for the Nets. 

In Detroit. Dominique 
Wilkins scored 32 points and 
keyed runs in the second and 
fourth quarters as the Boston 
Celtics beat the underman- 
ned Detroit Pistons, 124-107. 

The Celtics broke a four- 
game losing streak handed 


Detroit its fifth straight de- 
feat. Detroit has lost 10 of its 
last 11 games. The Pistons 
played without injured regu- 
lars Mark West, Lindsey 
Hunter, Mark Macon and 
Oliver Miller. 

Mills led the Pistons with 
23 points. 

In Phoenix, Cedric Cebal- 
los scored 37 points and Nick 
Van Exei had 21 with a 
career-high 16 assists as the 
Los Angeles Lakers snapped 
the 25-game home winning 
streak of Phoenix with a 127- 
112 win over the Suns. 

Charles Barkley scored 31 
points and hauled in 23 re- 
bounds for the Suns. Dai 
Majerle also had 31 points for 
Phoenix. 


RESULTS 


Cleveland 

87 

Atlanta 

85 

Indiana 

96 

New Jersey 

79 

Orlando 

116 

LA Clippers 

105 (OT) 

San Antonio 

115 

Washington 

101 

Boston 

124 

Detroit 

107 

New York 

90 

Minnesota 

81 

Chicago 

133 

Miami 

88 

Dallas 

110 

Golden State 

94 

Charlotte 

101 

Milwaukee 

94 

Denver 

118 . 

Portland 

114 

LA Lakers 

127 

Phoenix 

112 

Houston 

111 

Utah 

103 

Sacramento 

85 

Philadelphia 

82 


In Minnesota, Patrick Ew- 
ing scored seven of his 30 
points during a key 17-6 
third-quarter run and the 
New York Knicks overcame 
a 16-point deficit for 90-81 
victory over the Minnesota 
Timberwolves. 

Derek Harper added 17 
points and Charles Smith 
contributed 16 for the 
Knicks. 

Ewing, who also had 12 
rebounds, scored 30 points. 

In Chicago, B.J. Arm- 
strong scored 26 points, in- 
cluding hitting all five of his 
three-point attempts, and the 
Chicago Bulls made a team- 
record 15 three-pointers in a 
133-88 trouncing of the 
Miami Heat. 

Scottie Pippen and Steve 
Kerr added 17 points apiece 
for the Bulls, who were 15-of- 
22 from three-point range. 

Rookie Khaiid Reeves 
scored 19 points. 

In Sacramento, Mitch 
Richmond scored 21 points 
and hit two key free throw's 
with 4.5 seconds remaining as 
the Sacramento Kings held 
off the Philadelphia 76ers, 
85-82. 

Walt W'illiams had 20 
points and 11 rebounds for 
Sacramento. Dana Barros 
scored 23 points for Phi- 
ladelphia. 


Man. United’s manager made CBE Electronic line-judging fails 

trrr a t a TTnimm /T\v ... ■ « i O 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — Players involved 
in the Malaysian mateb-fning scandal may 
receive police-supervised counselling — a 
proposal welcomed by the country’s soccer 
authorities. Malaysian Football Association 
deputy president Abdullah Sultan Haji 
Ahmad Shah said rehabilitation would be best 
for the players because many were young and 
(fid not realise the consequences of then- 
action. Abdallah said counselling should start 
immediately as Malaysia’s soccer image had 
been badly dented in 1994. 

Hong Kong official appeals for China 

HONG KONG (AFP) — One of Asia’s most 
senior Olympic officials appealed for China to 
be given a chance to prove it was free of 
drags. Arnaldo de Oliveira Sales, a leading 
member of the Olympic Council of Asia 
executive, called for patience in dealing with 
Chinese sport following the multiple drag 
failures of its swimmers. China has pulled out 
of the World Cup shortcourse meeting here 
next Tuesday and Wednesday. Sales, presi- 
dent of Hong Kong’s amateur swimming 
association, sand China now had to be left to 
investigate the cases of world champions Lu 
Bin, Yang Aihua and the five other swimmers 
who tested positive at the Asian Games in 
October. “Let us give China a chance to find 
out for themselves what had happened,” he 
said. “Every schoolboy knows the sports in 
which coropaxtocs are on steroids,” he added. 
“Swimming is generally not one of them.” 
However, evidence still coming out of the 
former East Germany would suggest that 
most of the DDR swimmers useasteroids. 


LONDON (R) — Soccer 
manager Alex Ferguson of 
Manchester United and re- 
tired New Zealand rugby on- 
ion star Grant Fox were 
among several sports perso- 
nalities named Saturday in 
the queen’s new year's hon- 
ours list. 

Ferguson, who guided his 
dub to two successive En- 
glish League titles and the 
double last season, was made 
a Commander of the Order 
of the British Empire (CBE). 

“It’s the best birthday pre- 
sent you could get,” said 
Ferguson, 53 on Saturday, 
whose side won the League 
and F. A. Cup last May, - 
becoming only the fourth En- 
glish team this century to do 
tiie double. 

Ferguson, a Scot, was 10 


years ago made an Officer of 
the order of the British 
Empire (OBE) following his 
Scottish League and cup dou- 
ble as manager of Aberdeen. 

Although Ferguson failed 
in his bid to emulate the late 
Sir Matt Busby and bring the 
European Cup back to Old 
Trafford, his CBE is seen as a 
fitting reflection of his suc- 
cess in returning the glamour 
to one of English football’s 
most illustrious names. 

"I think it’s a recognition 
of the dub and our achieve- 
ments over the past six 
years,” he said. “We’ve also 
had the honour of the knight- 
hood for Bobby Chariton 
earlier this year and now this 
award for myself.” 

A CBE also went to En- 
glish rugby football union 


secretary Dudley Wood, who 
is set to retire in July after the 
world cup in South Africa. 

Master goal kicker Fox, 
who retired this year after 
scoring a New Zealand re- 
cord 645 points in 46 test 
matches — the second high- 
est in international rugby un- 
ion — was made a Member of 
the Order of the British 
Empire (MBE). 

Welshman Jonathan 
Davies, one of the most suc- 
cessful converts to rugby 
league after starring for his 
country as a rugby union 
flyhalf, was also awarded an 
MBE. 

“It’s a great honour and 
nice to be appredated like 
this for services to the game 
of rugby in general,” the 
Britain test star said. 


Injury-hit Newcastle crash at Norwich 


Austrian springs surprise at four Hills 

OBERSTDORF, Germany (R) — Austrian 
teen ag er Reinha rd Sdrwaizenberger, who 
had never before even qualified for a final- 
jump -off, upset the favourites to win the first 
part of tiie prestigious Four HxDs Sid Jumping 
event Friday. Sc h w ar zenberger, 17, pulled off 
a massive 118-metre second jump m driving 
ram at Oberstdorf to sail past first round 
leader and Olympic gold medallist Jens 
Wtissfiog of Germany. Weissflog, who had 
also recanted 118 metres with his first jump, 
had to settle for third place behind Austria’s 
Andreas Gohfoeiger after slumping to just 
106.5 metres cm his second leap. 


LONDON (R) — Injury-hit 
Newcastle’s English Cham- 
pionship slump continued on 
Saturday with a 2-1 defeat at 
Norwich. 

They went two goals down 
in the opening nine minutes. 

Neil Adams was unmarked 
as be sent a perfectly judged 
looping header in over New- 
castle's Czech goalkeeper 
Pavel Smicek from a free- 
kick by Ian Crook in the first 
minute. 

The Newcastle defence, 
without injured Belgian in- 
ternational Philippe Albert, 


conceded another goal when 
Norwich's recent signing 
Ashley Ward controlled 
MDce Milligan’s long range shot 
superbly and fired home his 
fourth goal in five games. 

Former Norwich striker 
Ruel Fox, the liveliest mem- 
ber of a Newcastle attack 
deprived of England’s Peter 
Beardsley through injury, 
pulled a goal back from the 
penalty spot five minutes be- 
fore halftime after Robert 
UUathome had fouled striker 
Paul Kitson. 

But Newcastle, despite 


dominating the second half, 
foiled to score again thanks to 
an inspired display by Nor- 
wich’s new goalkeeper Andy 
Marshall, deputising for in- 
jured Scotland international 
Bryan Gunn. 

Newcastle, League leaders 
until early November but 
with only one win in their last 
10 games, remained fourth, 
seven points adrift of leaders 
Blackburn. 

The rest of the Premier 
League matches were starting 
later in the afternoon. 


PERTH (R) — Tennis’s 
latest experiment with elec- 
tronic line-judging gave offi- 
cials an early headache on 
Saturday as Austria beat 
Argentina 21 in the first 
round of the Hopman Cup. 

The system, in use for the 
second year at the mixed 
team tournament, worked 
perfectly in the opening 
women’s singles as Judith 
Wiesner downed Ines Gor- 
rochategui in straight sets. 

Bnt unexpected bleeps 
from the machine interrupted 
both sets of Horst SkofFs 6-1 
6-4 victory over Javier Frana, 
reviving memories of 12 
months ago when Frenchman 
Cedric Pioline’s unusual 
racket threw the system into 
confusion. 

Skoff, in particular, was 
irritated, but tournament 
director Paul McNamee in- 
sisted the cause was merely a 
’sticky’ handset and an 
umpire with little experience 
of the equipment. 

Before the tournament 
McNamee expressed total 
confidence in tiie tel (Tennis 
Electronic Lines) system, but. 
be admitted on Saturday that 
human line-judges were 
again on standby if problems 
persisted. 

The unseeded Argentine 
pairing of Gorrochategui and 


Frana proved similary erratic 
in their singles matches on 
their country’s debut in the 
12-team event. 

World number 20 Gor- 
rochategui served seven dou- 
ble faults, including two on 
game points, to assist Wies- 
ner to a 6-1 7-5 win in 95 
minutes. 

The left-handed Frana did 
save three match points but 
was otherwise unconvincing 
against the lively Skoff, rank- 
ed 65 places above him. 

Argentina did salvage 
some pride by taking the 
’dead’ doubles ’match 6-4 7-5 
as the eighth-seeded Austrian 
pair pondered a quarter-final 
meeting with neighbours 
Germany, represented by 
Boris Becker and Anke Hu- 
ber. 

Becker is ranked 3rd in the 
world and Huber 12th. 

Huber, partnered by 
Bernd Karbacher. reached 
foe final of last year's com- 
petition before going down to 
foe Czech Republic’s Petr 
Korda and Jana Novotna. 

In a second first-round tie 
Sunday, South Africa's 
Christo Van Rensburg and 
Amanda Coetzer, seeded 
seventh in this tournament, 
meet Australia’s Pat Cash 
and Kristine Radford. 
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ONE FOR THE MONEY 

one of England’s premier i«m 
event*, was won last year by a pow- 
erful squad representing the South 
of England. Perfect defense on this 
deal helped them along the way. 

Sooth took advantage of the vul- 
nerability to preempt with four dia- 
monds. West’s double wes 
“negative,” a takeout for the unbid 
suits and East convened it to penal- 
ties by passing. 

At the otner table East-West 
played in three no trump <md 
scaped home with exactly nine 
tricks. To win the boanC the South 
of England East. West pair had to 
d efe at (bur d i a mo nds by four tricks 
to collect 800. Can you spat which 
card proved pivotal to the defense? 

East won the fiat trick with the 
Icing of spades and shifted to die five 
of hearts. Declarer's king km to the 


ace. Appreciating the importance of 
the seven of tfiamnnris. West set 
about a trump promotion. 

The Eat stage was to cash the ace 
of clubs before reverting to spades. 
With no more tricks mming [ram 
dubs or hearts. East followed in- 
structions by continuing spades af- 
ter winning the ace. Declarer ruffed 
high, then crossed to the king of 
clubs to lead a trump from dummy. 

East, however, was fully -H w 
partner's plan and shot up with the 
king of trumps to another 

spade. Again declarer had la niff 
lugfa to shut our West’s seven of 
trumps, and now East bad to score 
two more trump tridm with the A 9 
no matt e r bow declarer continued. 
That gave the defenders two spades, 
one heart, one club and three 
tramps— just enough. 
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Fresh efforts launched 
to seek Afghan peace 


KABUL (AFP) — A high- 
ranking U.N. delegation has 
arrived in Kabul to pave the 
way for the immin ent arrival 
of U.N. special envoy 
Mahmoud Mestiri, spokes- 
man Charles Santos told 
journalists Saturday. 

Mr. Santos would not state' 
the purpose of Mr Mestiri’s 
visit. But it was expected to 
be the latest of U.N. efforts 
to end factional fighting be- 
tween forces for and against 
Afghan President Btuhanud- 
din Rabbani and to reach a 
durable political settlement. 

“Mestiri will meet the pres- 
ident and other Afghan lead- 
ers, including Ahmad Shah 
Masoud," said Mr. Santos, 
who is political advisor to Mr. 
Mestiri. He did not specify 
exactly when the U.N. envoy 
would arrive. 

He also said it was not yet 
dear whether Mr. Mestiri 
would meet Mr. Rabbani’s 
main rival, Hezb-e-Islami 
faction chief Guibuddin Hek- 
tnalyar on this visit, but stres- 
sed “he will see Hekmatyar, 
that’s definite." 

The U.N. has asked for a 
ceasefire for the duration of 
Mr. Mestiri's visit, which 
they hope to parlay into a 
permanent cessation of hosti- 
lities. 

“A permanent ceasefire is 
something of concern to the 
U.N., its very important," 
Mr. Santos said. 

David Lockwood, bead of 
the U.N. Development Prog- 
ramme (UNDP), who flew by 
special U.N. flight to Afgha- 
nistan with Mr. Santos, said a 
political settlement to the 


Afghan crisis would have a 
positive effect on the flow of 
economic aid to this war-- 
battered country. 

“If there is tangible prog- 
ress for peace there is a grea- 
ter possibility of funds from 
the international donors,” 
said Mr. Lockwood. 

Mr. Santos drew attention 
to a recent U.N. resolution 
that was passed Dec 20 with 
the backing of SO co- 
sponsors, as an example of 
the new “hands-on 
approach” that the world 
body is keen to adopt over 

Afghan istan. 

“There is a higher level of 
international commitment to 
Afghanistan,” Mr. Santos 


He said as a result of this 
resolution U.N. personnel 
concerned with Afghan poli- 
tical affairs, those from the 
Office of the Secretary- 
General for Afghanistan 
(OSGA), will no longer shut- 
tle back and forth from Pakis- 
tan, but will move per- 
manently from Islamabad to 
Afghanistan. 

“The first U.*N. political 
presence will be in Jalalabad, 
with numerous visits to 
Kabul,” Mr. Santos said, 
adding that eventually 
OSGA would be permanent- 
ly located in Kabul. 

Meanwhile, no announce- 
ment has come from Mr. 
Rabbani concerning a trans- 
fer of power on Saturday, the 
last official day of his two- 
year interim body. 

Following the nimble of 
heavy weapons fire Friday 
night the Kabul frontlines 


Iraq paper sees end to 
sanctions, return to fold 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
United Nations will in 1995 
lift the sanctions in force 
against Iraq since its August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, an 
official newspaper predicted 
Saturday. 

Al-lraq. run by Kurdish 
parties loyal to Baghdad, also 
saw hope for the country 
regaining its place in the 
Arab World after its ostra- 
cisation because of the inva- 
sion. • • 

"1995 will witness the col- 
lapse of the blockade." it 
said, referring to the crip- 
pling U.N. embargo. 

“The first months of 1995 
will witness a positive change 
in Iraq's favour within inter- 
national bodies... as the 
U.S.- British axis inside the 
U.N. Security Council is in- 
creasingly isolated." it said. 

The other permanent 
members of the council — 
France. Russia and China — 
have been lobbying for sanc- 
tions to be eased, after Bagh- 
dad in November recognised 
Kuwait's sovereignty, a key 
U.N. demand. 

But the United States and 
Britain insist sanctions be 
kept in place until Baghdad 
implements all Security 
Council resolutions passed 
after the 1991 Gulf war which 
evicted Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait. 

On the home front. A1 Iraq 
said next year would see the 
government regain control of 
the north of the country that 
has been held by the Kurdish 
opposition since 1991. 

The jear “1995 will see 
Kurdistan return to the 


homeland, closing forever 
the chapter of treason." A! 
Iraq assured, noting northern 
Iraq had been rocked by 
clashes between rival Kurdish 
factions. 

The paper also hoped Iraq 
would return to the Arab 
fold, after its osrracisarion 
because of the Kuwait inva- 
sion. 

"The Arabs will hopefully 
take measures in order to 
correct the course of events." 

have realised the dangers of 
cancelling Iraq's role, which 
led parties to be dragged into 
the Zionists' arms." 

in Cairo, meanwhile. Arab 
League chief Esmat Abdul 
Meguid foresaw Iraq's rein- 
tegration on condition that it 
resolved the issue of Kuwaiti 
prisoners taken during the 
Gulf crisis. 

"To achieve the reconcilia- 
tion we hope for. Iraq must 
take an initiative toward the 
release of the Kuwaiti prison- 
ers or those it calls the mis- 
sing." Dr. Abdul Meguid 
told the Egyptian newspaper 
Al Ah ram. 

"It is important to find a 
swift solution to this huma- 
nitarian question so that Iraq 
can once again heroine an 
additional force for united 
Arab action." said the secret- 
ary general. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid said he 
would embark on a tour of 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait and 
the United Arab Emirates on 
Monday aimed at securing a 
reconciliation after the rift 
which emerged because of 
the invasion of Kuwait. 


Militant hanged in Cairo; 
authorities step up security 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Ah 
Islamic militant was hanged 
in Cairo on Saturday for be- 
longing to an underground 
group working to overthrow 
the Egyptian government, 
the official news agency 
MENA said. 

The Interior Ministry, 
meanwhile, said security had 
been stepped up for New 
Year’s Eve. 

The executed convict, 
Hamad Lutfi Abdul Baki, of 
the Ai Gamaa Al Isiamiyah. 
was also found guilty of plot- 
ting to cany out aterrorist 
attacks and for possession of 
weapons and explosives, 
MENA said. 

He was arrested in Novem- 
ber, after having already 
been sentenced to death in 
absentia before a military 
court at the start of the year. 
He was allegedly paid 
$40,000 to mount attacks. 

President Hosni Mubarak, 
who rejected an appeal from 
Abdul Baki for his life, trans- 
ferred the trials of Islamic 
militants from civilian to 
military courts in October 
• 1992 for swifter and harsher 
, verdicts. 

■ Sixty death sentences have 
since been passed, 41 of 
which have now been carried 
out. The last hanging took 
place on Nov. 9 in the north- 


ern city of Alexandria. 

More than 550 people have 
been killed since Islamic mili- 
tants declared war on the 
government in March 1992. 

The Interior Ministry said 
security measures had been 
stepped up outside churches, 
hotels, nightclubs, res- 
taurants and cinemas to 
guard against attacks on New 
Year’s Eve. 

Police have said they foiled 
attacks planned for Saturday 
by making more than 40 
arrests of suspected Islamic 
militants trying to reform the 
underground Talaeb Al- 
Falah (see page 2). 

Ten thousand tourists ar- 
rived at Cairo airport in the 
previous two days, according 
to Al Wafd newspaper. 

Abdul Baki was convicted 
of planting explosives at a 
military airbase near the Li- 
byan border in the hope of 
assassinating President 
Mubarak .during a visit, 
security sources said. 

Abdul Baki was sentenced 
to death in his absence by a 
military court m Alexandria 
in March along with another 
civilian and an army officer. 
The two others — Lieutenant 
Medbat Eltahawi and 
Mohammed Said Saleh — 
were executed in 
March. 


were calm Saturday and no 
major rodeetting incident was 
reported. 

The Organisation of tire 
Islamic Conference (OIQon 
Saturday urged the warring 
Afghan factions to accept a 
ceasefire to enable the U.N. 
peace envoy to visit Afgha- 
nistan. 

An OIC statement said its 
secretary general, Hamid 
Aighahirf . “requested all 
Afghan parties to accept and 
abide by the ceasefire appeal 
issued by the United Nations 
to enable the U.N. special 
mission... to visit various 
parts of Afghanistan.” 

Envoys from the United 
Nations and the 52-member 
OIC have been trying to 
bring about a permanent 
ceasefire between the war- 
ring sides in Afghanistan, but 
without success so far. 

Afghan sources said on 
Thursday Mr. Mestiri had 
asked for a three-day truce at 
a meeting with representa- 
tives of a coordination coun- 
cil of opponents of President 
Rabbani to enable him to 
visit Kabul. 

The council promised to 
consider the request, they 
said. 

"On Monday, Mr. Rabba- 
nfs a dminist r a tion Last week 
declared a unilateral cease- 
fire and offered to step down 
under a formula it sought to 
agree with its opponents. 

But his opponents called 
the offer a tore and have not 
ordered a ceasefire. 


Turkey 
crash toll 
rises to 56 

ANKARA (Agencies) — 
The death toll from the crash 
of a Turkish Airlines aircraft 
in eastern Turkey rose to 56 
on Saturday. 

A passenger died from his 
injuries overnight Friday in a 
hospital in Van, near file 
crash site. Twenty people 
were injured. 

Tfec Boeing J737-400 wifo 
69 passengers, niduding two 
babies, and seven crew, on 
board, crashed as ft attemp- 
ted a landing in a snowstorm 
at Van airport. 

Technical experts from the 
airline examined the crash 
debris early Saturday for 
dues as to what caused the 
crash. Hie plane broke into 
three when it hit a snow- 
covered mountain. 

Van airport reopened for 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 
and five members of her 
cabinet to fly in to visit the 
injured in hospital. 

Ms. Ciller cancelled a year- 
end televised address to the 
nation on Friday night and 
‘dropped plans to hold a New 
Year's Eve party in the 
northern town of Karabuk, 
her office said in a statement. 

A Transport Ministry offi- 
cial told Reuters the pilot of 
the 737-400, on a domestic 
Turkish Airline (THY) flight 
between Ankara and Van, 
could not see the approach to 
Van airport because of driv- 
ing snow. 

The Boeing, carrying 69 
passengers and seven crew, 
crashed on its third attempt 
at landing. The pilot and four 
crew members died in the 
crash, the official said. 

A Van airport flight con- 
troller suggested the plane fly 
back to Ankara or to the 
nearby dty of Diyarbakir but 
the pilot masted on trying to 
land one more time, the 
Transport Ministry said. 

Analysis of the flight recor- 
der, or black box, had been 
delayed but would probably 
confirm bad weather as the 
cause of die crash, the minis- 
try said. 

Television pictures showed 
the aircraft ripped apart and 
lines of bodies balf-ouried in 
deep snow. 

“I didn’t see anyone when 
I dhnbed out of the wreck- 
age. People were shouting for 
help and I managed to pull a 
young girl out,” survivor 
Sinan Gefik told Anatolian 
news agency. 

The Van regional governor’s 
office said 10 manners of the 
security forces were among 
the casualties. Civilian air- 
craft often carry military per- 
sonnel to airports in eastern 
Turkey where Kurdish guer- 
rillas are active. 

Soldiers and paramilitary 
gendarmerie troops took port 
in the rescue operation in 
more than two metres of 
snow. 

THY said the worst air 
crash in Turkey was in 1976 
in the southwestern province 
of Isparta where 155 people 
were killed. 



Medkal examiners remove the body of a woman from The 
Planned Far ta foood CBnfe of Greater Boston in BrookBnc, 
Massachusetts, where a gunman shoe four people an Friday. 

Huge search on for U.S, 
abortion clinic gunman 


BOSTON (Agencies) — 
Police have launched a mas- 
sive manhunt for the gunman 
who shot dead two women ax 
abortion clinics outside Bos- 
ton on Friday in attacks that 
President Bill Clinton called 
an act of "domestic terror- 
ism.” 

Police helicopters hovered 
over an apartment complex 
near the shooting scene in 
Brookline, Massachusetts, 
hours after Friday's attacks as 
patrolmen on foot and using 
dogs combed the area. 

Boston and Massachusetts 
stare police were backed by 
federal agents in the search 
for the unidentified gunman, 
who fled the shooting scenes 
in a white car within minutes 
of the two consecutive 
attacks in which five people 
were wounded. 

The killings brought to five 
tire number of people gunned 
down at U.S. clinics that per- 
form abortions since March 
1993. 

Using helicopters and 
search dogs to scour the area, 
police were tracking an 
assailant witnesses described 
as a man in his early thirties 
dressed in black. 

Police have issued a de- 
scription for a white male, 
medium height, with dark 
complexion and curly dark 
hair, but authorities could 
not say with certainty that the 
same man did both shootings. 

Officials have made no 
arrests and U.S. Attorney 
General Janet Reno said the 
Justice Department, armed 
with new anti-violence laws 
for abortion duties, would 
enter the investigation. 

Massachusetts Governor 
William Weld told reporters 
he has deployed state police 
to guard clinics around the 
state. 

“This type of attempt at 
intimidation of women get- 
ting access to health care to 
which they’re entitled is 


obviously completely un- 
acceptable,” Mr. Weld said, 
adding: "This ™»n is nothing 
other than a terrorist." 

President Clinton conde- 
mned the attacks as 
"meaningless violence.” 

In the first incident, wit- 
nesses said the man entered 
the Planned Parenthood ch- 
nic where abortions are per- 
formed and started shooting 
around 10:15 a.m. (1415 
GMT). 

One woman died there and 
three people suffered wounds 
in the clinic located in a busy 
business district. 

Another three people were 
injured at a second dink in 
the vicinity, the Preterm 
Health Services dink. 

At the Preterm clink, wit- 
nesses said the gunman 
opened fire inside at a recep- 
tionist and office worker, 
then fled to the street where 
he turned and fired at people 
scrambling out of the budd- 
ing. 

A woman wounded at J^re- 
term died in a hospital 
emergency room, authorities 
said. 

The shootings brought im- 
mediate mils from leading 
abortion rights groups for 
stronger government action 
to stop violence at women's 
health dinks. 

The violence has continued 
despite passage last May of a 
new law, the freedom of ac- 
cess to clinic entrances, de- 
signed to protect clinks with- 
out obstructing peaceful pro- 
tests by anti-abortion groups. 

"These shooters are in fact 
supported by a network like 
any other terrorists,” said 
Ann Lewis, a vice president 
of the Planned Parenthood 
Federation, saying that pub- 
lic outrage, tougher law en- 
forcement and toned-down 
rhetoric within the anti- 
abortion movement are all 
needed to stop the violence. 


Two killed, 25 injured in 
attack on Turkish coach 


ANKARA (Agendes) — 
Foot people killed two pas- 
sengers and wounded 25 
others in a machine-gun 
attack on a coach in north- 
western Turkey’s KacaelJ re- 
gion early Saturday, the Ana- 
tolia news agency reported. 

Three men and a woman 
forced the driver to stop the 
vehicle which was going from 
the capital Ankara to Istan- 
bul, made other passengers 
move to the back of the bus, 
opened fire on them and 
threw a hand grenade. 

An 18-year-old woman and 
a 25-year-old man were killed 
in the 4:00 a.m. (0200 GMT) 
attack neare Hereke, 100 
kilometres from Istanbul, 
and 25 of the 50 passengers 
were injured, Anatolia said. 

Police and troops launched 
a major operation to txy to 
track down the assailants, 
who fled after the attack. 

Nobody had claimed the 
responsibility for the killings 
early Saturday. 

. Over the past year bomb 
blasts in Istanbul mid Ankara 
have been blamed either on 
Kurdish rebels. Islamic fun- 
damentalists or leftist urban 
guerrilla groups. 

The attack occurred about 
nine hours after a bomb ex- 
ploded is a cafe in the five- 
star Marmara Hotel in the 
centre of Istanbul, killing one 
perron and wounding two. 

Bike Gureli, general mana- 
ger of the bote], told Reuters 
the bomb was left in fix 
pocket of a coat banging in a 
cafe at die hotel entrance. 

The cafe was packed at the 
time but the impact of the 


blast was reduced as the coat 
was hanging behind a re- 
frigerator. But flying glass hit 
the 37-year-old tour guide in 
the jugular and she died be- 
fore she could be rushed to 
hospital, Mr. Gureli said. 

Two Turkish men, inctud- 
ing leading poet and film 
critic Onat Radar, were in- 
jured by flying glass. 

No group has claimed the 
responsibility for the attack 
and the police are investigat- 
ing. hotel officials said. 

"This is not against our 
hotel, it is against the whole 
tourism sector,” Mr. Gureli 
said. 

Istanbul, Turkey’s finan- 
cial, cultural and tourism cen- 
tre with over 10 million peo- 
ple, has been hit this year by 
bombs planted by the separ- 
atist Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), which aims to destroy 
Turkey’s lucrative tourism in-' 
dustry. 

A bomb at the historic 
covered bazaar in April kil- 
led two tourists. A bomb in 
May close to St. Sophia 
Museum caused damage. 

Islamic fundamentalists 
and leftist urban guerrilla 
group Dev-Sol are also be- 
lieved responsible for a num- 
ber of bomb attacks through- 
out the city which caused 
damage to property. 

Wbtle the leftists target 
banks, corporations, large su- 
permarkets and car show- 
rooms, fundamentalists hit an 
annex of the Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchate, ban and beer 
halls, which they say have no 
place in predominantly Mus- 
lim Turkev. 


A second effide was attacked eight blocks away leaving a 
total of two dead sad five wounded (AFP photo) 


IN BRIEF 

Brazil, N. Ireland optimistic about 1995. 

LONDON (R) — The people -of Northern Ireland, 
heartened by the ceasefires which have, ended a 25-year 
catalogue of violence, and the Brazilians are among the 
worlcrs most optimistic as 1995 begins, an opinion poD 
showed on Sunday. The poll of 45 countries conducted for 
the Swiss-registered Gallup International Association 
showed 67 per cent of Northern Irishpeople expect the 
New Year to be m improvement on 1994^ Only seveaper 
cent expect it to be worse. Rivalling Northern Ireland for 
optimism was Brad, where 68 per cent of those intcr- 
viewed in Latin America’s biggest nation were hopeful 
about 1995, and on iy 10 per cent were pessimistic. 
Free-market champion Fernando Henriqoe Cardoso takes 
over as president of Brazil on New Year’s Day. . 

Bangladesh speaker hospitalised 

DHAKA (R) — Sheikh Razzak Ah, speaker of Bang- 
ladesh’s national parliament, was being treated Saturday 
for mOd chest pains after being hospitalised overnight, 
family sources said. IBs daughter said Mr. Ali was being 
held in an intensive care unit of Dhaka’s National Institute 
of Cardiovascular Diseases and added that tests were under 
way. "He is feeling better now and will not be released 
from hospital until the tests are over,” rite said. Mr. Ah, a 
leader in die ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party,. de- 
veloped chest pains on re t urni ng to die capital late Friday 
from his so u th we stern Khulna constituency. He was 
travelling with Prime Minister Khaleda Zia. During the 
trip, Mr. Ali had called on die opposition to end a political 
confrontation with the- ruling party. Her oiled on oppose 
tiotefeaden.tolRapoiduiSwve^fo~M^T23a’s announced 
meat that die bad agreed to demands to step down prior to 
elections sdneduled for early 1996. Ms. Zia had said she 
would resign 30 days before the pofl. 

3 killed in shootout with German police 

GERMERSHEIM, Germany (R) — Three armed robbers 
were killed and one policeman was seriomdy.mjured early 
on Saturday in an exchange of gunfire in a pub in the town 
of Ge rm e tsh eim near Frankfurt, police said. The dead, 
who appeared to be Turks, were shotvby two poficr officers. One 
other suspected robber was overpowered and arrested at 
the scene, they said. Police said die fommen entered, the, 
pub and spread out among die 20 or enstomers, ail of Whom* 
appeared to be Ttariosh- When they pulled handguns and a 
machine pistol one customer managed to get out and alert 
police. All four gunmen opened fire on the first two police 
officers to arrive at die scene, a 22-year-old woman police 
sergeant and a male officer aged 30. The policeman was hit 
in the teg but returned fire and three of the robbers were 
killed in the ensuing gunfire, police said. The police- 
woman, who suffered severe shock, made die lone arrest. 

AFP names new director of information 

PARIS (AFP) — - The board of Agence France-Presse has 
approved the appointment of Yvan Cbemla, 60,-as director 
of news, die thrrd-rsaldng post id die agency, as successor 
to Georges Biamric. Mr. Cbemla, who has just completed a 
term as regional director for Asia and the Pacific, based in 
Hong Kong, win take up his new post in the first half of 
next year. Air. Biannic, who was director of oews for five 
years, again after a period spent in Hong Kong, will be 
appointed to an as yet unnamed port. . 

Liberia ceaoeflre-appearsto-hold 

MONROVIA (R) — Liberia’s fledgling ceasefire appeared 
to be bolding on Saturday, on the eve of a year during 
which the country’s warlords have promts eo to restore 
puce and end five years of civil war, U.N. and aid sources, 
said. The truce, agreed under a Dec. 21 peace deal which ! 
envisages elections next November, came into effect at 
midnight on Dec. 28. "Since the ceas efi re took effect we 
have not heard of any fighting anywhere.” a U-N- security : 
source in the capital Monrovia told Renters, rejecting j 
unconfirmed reports of dashes between un&tia factions j 
outside the capital. Aid sources in the southern port of ■ 
Buchanan reported that all was quiet near them. ’ j 

Russian officer killed in Tajikistan 

MOSCOW (AFP) — A Russian colonel serving with j 
peacekeeping forces in Tajikistan was shot mid lriDea by an ■ 
unknown gunman m the centre of the capital Dushanbe,- i 
the Interfax news agency reported Saturday. It said the ; 
attack happened on Friday evening and that Colonel 
Vladimir Dolmatov, 37, commander of an armored batta- 1 
lkm of the 201st motorised division of the Rosaan anny , 
died on his way to hospital. His assailant escaped. In 3994, 
11 member of the peacekeeping force in the Central Asian 
republic of Tajikistan have been killed in attacks. About 
15,000 Russian troops are deployed in the country where 
the authorities end Muslim rebels have been fighting a 
bloody cdvfl war since 1992. 

Nearly half polled oppose CUnton rerun 

NEW YORK (R) — Nearly half of all Americans dunk 


NEW YORK (R) — Nearly half of all Americans dunk 
President Bill Clin ton should not seek reektetion, according 
to a Newsweek poll released on Friday. The poll was 
conducted before Mr. Clinton told wirc service rep o rters 
on Thursday that he intends to run for Office in 3996 and 
could See nothing that would maltw Mpy dymp hk mind 
While 47 per cent polled sand Mr. Cfinfon should bow out 
of foe running in two years, only 44 percent felt he should 
seek another term. P rin ceton Survey Research Associates 
surveyed 728 adults Tuesday and Wednesday- fin* foe 
magazine poll that has a margin of error of plus or ntinus; 
four percentage points. ; 





Gambian women 
may Rave rare 
AIDS immunity V 

LONDON (R) — British 
doctors reported Sundaythey 
had found a group of Gam- 
bian prostitute s who seemed 
to have some -kind of natiizal 
immunity to die virus that 
causes AIDS. Dr. Sarah: 
RowLand-Jones of- Britain's 
Medical 'Research Council 
said the discovery could help 
researchers find a vaccine 


reported in the journal 
Nature Medicine that the 
women, regular viators', to-a 
British-run clinic, were 
known pr os ti t u tes Who. did 
not regularly use condoms. 
“We know they have, beep 
infected with the virus but we 
can’t find it now,” she said in 
a telephone interview. "They 
probably get e x posed to HTv 
(tiie virus that causes AIDS) 
at feast once a month.” The 
six women all had T-peJls 
specific to HIV. T-cefls are' 
white blood cells that kill 
other cells .that have- been 
infected ~witfa viruses. “Peo- 
pfe are beginning to feel they 
are the mart -imnortant do- 


oms. said.v.Tniey 
are. probably the main reason 
that people stay well for as. 
long as' they stay well during 
HIV infection. . It can take 
years to show any sy m pto m s 
of. AIDS.' The women 
showed no! sign of HIV infec- 
tion and Were very healthy . 
They did not have any of the 
symptoms associated with 
AIDS such as diarrhoea,, 
weight tom or a lack of ener- 
“Yet we could detect 
high . levels of these 


ones said. "What 
we hope it means is that they, 
maybe inunone.” She added; 
"The best , hope is that they 
have cleared it but it is possi- 
ble that they have a low-level 
infection that we cannot 
find.” 


Researcher finds 


er 
i si 

DURHAM; NG- (R)—’ls 
one of your New Year’s re- 
rohitiona to qtnt smoking? A 
Duke . U niver si ty, re se ar c he r 
says using a combination of 
nicotine patches and a Wood 
pressure medicine may giy^ 
you a better chance at suc- 
ceeding. Dr. Jed Rose, head 
of Durham Veterans Affairs 
Medical Centre’s Nicotine 
Research Lab, says a new 
treatment using nicotine 
patches phis daily doses of 
Mecamyfemme is about eight 
times more effective in keep-, 
■ing smokers away from 



tively to nicotine.. The 
medication has largely been 
dis c ontinu ed for use: against 
hypertension - due to ride 
effects of dizziness and diso- 
rientation. But when 
Mecamylamine is taken .in 
small doses together with the 
nicotine patch, the ride 
effects of foe two drugs effec- 
tively cancel each other out, 
he said in a statement issued 
earlier titis^weekT Patients 
need to undergo foe treat- 
ment for only two -months* 
while smokers using jurt the 
nicotine patches sometimes 
stay on that treatment ' for 
yeans white trying to . break 
the . cigarette habit, he said: 
Bofodriu^haveriready befes 
approved separately >by the 
U.S. Food and' Drng Afoxri- 
nistran’on, and Dr. Rbsesaid' 
he hoped that their two 
together would be ap proved 
within -a year or ; ' 

' . 

Jntestlnalcancer 
druggets 
green fight 

MUNICH,- Germany (AFP£ 
— rr German medical resear- 
chers gamed official dear?, 
ance Friday to market a new 
drag treatment for intestinal 
cancer, a news report sakLr 
The medicine, produced.. by 
the PanJ-Ehrfidi Institute, is 
a “completely new form of 
therapy,” tiie federal insti- 
tute’s director Professor 
Reanhard Kurtb was quoted 
as say^ by foe weekly Focus 
magazine. . The- drug tsohi* 
Kses. tiie body’s immune sys- 
tem to ‘ .fight the diseased 
cells. It comd cut deadnafes 
from intestinal cancer by * 
third, the -magazine sah£ ft ' 
-can only be med if foe dh-, 
ease is detected early, and. 
riot: if the sufferer has do- 


me magazine 












